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Alexander McQueen
THERE ARE MANY TALENTED
designers, but the work of Lee
Alexander McQueen, who was
found dead at age 40 on Feb. 11,
was spectacular. Even if critics
rejected a collection, they could
not reject what he had put into
it. It was never sloppy, lazy or
cavalier. It was magnificently
and precisely what he wanted.

His diligence and attention to
detail were stunning to wit-

ing skills were incredible and

his construction beautiful. His

work was whimsical and full
of humor; it was subversive,
political and incredibly sexual,
but he had a seriousness about
it, and he was so young. He was
never afraid of being ugly in
his work, either. Sometimes it
was beautifully ugly, and that’s
very brave. His was an impor-
tant voice, and he carried the

\ torch for a new generation.

, When I asked Lee if he
would make my dress for
the premiere of the Sex and
the City movie, he was gra-
cious enough to say yes. He
flew to New York City on
a couple of occasions to
keep fitting it on me. In
London, he fitted it on

| me again, with the same
exacting precision he
had about everything,

| Bigandlittle. And he was

ness. He was surgical. His drap-

just lovely. When he'd look up
and smile—which he rarely
did, since he was very shy—he
was just so winning.

Maybe Lee didn’t follow
the rules in terms of patronage
and genuflecting in the right
direction. He had a point of
view that probably didn’t al-
ways fitin. But [ don’t think he

| spenta lot of time trying to im-

5 easy toadore. I feel very for-

press the right people. I think
he cared a great deal about his
work and was incredibly reli-
able in that regard.

The people he worked with
adored him, because he was

tunate to have known him,
even in the small way that
Idid, and I'm so sorry that
others didn't and won't
have that same chance.
—BY SARAH JESSICA
PARKER

Parker, an actress, is the
president and chief creative
officer of Halston

Fred Morrison

IT WAS A SIMPLE IDEA, THE
Frisbee. And Fred, who died
Feb. g at 9o, was just the sort of
fellow you would have want-
ed toinvent it: playful in mind
and in spirit to the very end.
He once referred to himself.
indirectly as “Admiral Aster-
oid, Conqueror of the Cosmic
AlL” Early on, he convinced
county fairgoers that his discs

18

flew on an invisible wire: 100

| feetfor $1; the disc was free! I

| bought one of his legendary

| Pluto Platters—the archetype
for all modern plastic flying
discs—as a 1o-year-old in the
spring of 1957.

A few months later, the toy
company Wham-O, which
had acquired the rights to
the Pluto Platter, heard that
students back East were

tossing around pie tins from
the Frisbie Pie Co. Wham-O
soon trademarked the name
Frisbee. As part of the in-

| structions molded into the

bottom of the original Pluto
Platters, Fred encouraged ‘
players to “Invent Games” and

| “Experiment!” And people

i | infun. Who doesn’t know

| his simple idea for a better-

| amaaaaazing...I've been the
luckiest guy in the world

| Frisbee with Morrison

did. From ordinary backyard
play to international competi-
tions, the humble plastic fly-
ing disc has united the world

what to do with a Frisbee?
Fred often spoke of his
total astonishment at how

flying cake pan took off. “It’s

|

Smooth flights, Fred.
—BY PHIL KENNEDY

Kennedy wrote Flat Flip Flies
Straight: True Origins of the

Nodar
Kumaritashwvili
As a luge lover reared
in a tiny ski resort

' in Georgia, Nodar

Kumaritashvili seemed
destined to slide in
the Olympics. Sadly,
he never got his
chance. Kumaritashvili
died on Feb. 12, at
age 21, a few hours
before the Olympic
opening ceremonies.
During a training run,
Kumaritashvili's sled
struck an inside wall
on the final turn of

| the luge track, and he

was catapulted into an
unpadded steel support
column. The accident
cast an instant pall
over the Olympics and
called into question
the track’s design. In
the week leading up
to the Games, many
luge athletes openly
wondered if the track
was too dangerous;
Kumaritashvili's

father said his son

had expressed
concern about his own
safety. After several
adjustments were
made—the starts
were pushed farther

. down the track, and

a protective wall was
added to the sharp final
turn—competition went
on as planned. In tribute
to Kumaritashvili, lugers
wore black stripes on
their helmets. Says
Shiva Keshavan, a

luge athlete from

India: “Nodar will
always be with us.”
—BY SEAN GREGORY
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