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Purcell Mountains.
A rugged place for
a smooth whisky to start.

WESTERN CANADA —The hardest part of the
climbing is just getting enough air. I gulped it in.
Icy. Thin. And then we stopped, and looking
around took my breath away all over again.

Later, thawing out by the fire, we knew we'd
been someplace we could never forget.

Over Windsor Canadian, we talked about it
all night long. That’s some smooth whisky.

It's made from water that runs down from
the glaciers. They use the local rye. And that
high, clean air must have something to do
with the way Windsor Canadian ages.

Rugged country. Smooth whisky. Both

unforgettable. WINDSOR

CANADA'S SMOOTHEST WHISKY.

CANADIAN WHISKY —A BLEND + 80 PROOF + IMPORTED AND BOTTLED BY THE WINDSOR DISTILLERY COMPANY, NEW YORK NY. @ 1985 NATIONAL DISTILLERS PRODUCTS CO.

by N. BROOKS CLARK

IN REMEMBRANCE OF ASHLEY WHIPPET,
THE SUREST JAWS ON ALL FOUR PAWS

Two months ago a sporting legend passed
away. He stood only 21 inches at the
shoulder, yet he was a giant in his field,
both a Naismith and a Ruth, the creator
of a sport and its greatest practitioner. He
could run 35 miles per hour and catch
Frisbees nine feet in the air. He was Ash-
ley Whippet, the “K-9 comet,” the pio-
neer and three-time champion of Frisbee
Catch & Fetch, the surest jaws on all four
paws. On March 11 Ashley Whippet, 13,
died of old age at his home in Sierra Ma-
dre, Calif.

Ashley was introduced to Frisbees as a
puppy when his owner, an Ohio State
sophomore named Alex Stein, used them
as dishes for Ashley’s water and food. By
the time he was six months old, he was
drawing crowds in the hundreds on the
OSU Oval with his acrobatic catches.
“He was a ham and a half in front of a
crowd,” says Stein. “He’d jump up and
twist and contort his body on a catch be-
cause he knew that’s what people liked.”

Stein soon realized he had a star on his
hands, and in 1974 he and Ashley moved
to Hollywood. Alas, the world of show
business ignored Stein’s pitches. “I'd say,
‘I've got a dog who runs 35 miles an hour,
jumps nine feet and catches Frisbees,” ”
says Stein. “They just didn’t know what I
was talking about.” One scout at the Wil-
liam Morris Agency hung up. Some said
they didn’t handle animals. Others never
returned calls.

One day Stein heard that NBC Mon-
day Night Baseball would be in town to
televise a Dodgers-Reds game. “A light
litup and I said, ‘Thisisit.” ”

Just before the Dodgers came to bat in
the bottom of the eighth inning, Stein
and Ashley dashed into centerfield and
started performing. The crowd cheered,
and NBC trained its cameras on Ashley
for several precious nationally televised
minutes as he raced under throws as long
as 90 yards and fielded them with the
grace that was to become his hallmark.

When Stein came off the field he was
arrested for trespassing (he was later
fined $250), and in the commotion was
separated from Ashley. Three days later a



Long Beach youngster who had taken
Ashley home read a piece in the paper
about him, and returned him to Stein. In
the meantime, Stein got a call from the
Rams’ halftime coordinator, who eventu-
ally signed up Ashley for two games that
fall. He appeared at the World Frisbee
Championships (then for humans only),
on the Tonight Show and with Merv
Griffin. As a result of Ashley’s perfor-
mances, formal catch & fetch competi-
tion was begun and was included in the
world championships in 1975.

The object of catch & fetch is to com-
plete as many throws as possible in a two-
minute span. The throws must cover at
least 15 yards, and extra points are
awarded if the dog has all four paws off
the ground during a catch. Ashley had
sure jaws and a love of flight, but he also
had the discipline to return swiftly after
each throw—a quality often lacking in
the most gifted dogs.

In the years that he reigned as top dog
in the Frisbee world (1975-77), Ashley
was on Wide World of Sports and in a
documentary, Floating Free, filmed at
the "77 nationals and nominated for an
Academy Award. He played with Amy
Carter’s dog, Grits, on the White House
lawn and performed at Super Bowl XII
and on Monday Night Football.

Time finally caught up with the cham-
pion in 1978, when he was beaten in the
worlds by Dink, a mixed yellow Labrador
from Maryland. Last year his touring du-
ties as spokesdog for Gaines were taken
over by his daughter Lady Ashley, who,
at 14 inches and 15 pounds, makes
catches eight feet in the air with the acro-
batic panache of her father.

In all, Ashley is survived by 60 sons
and daughters and 12 granddogs, but his
greatest legacy will always be the sport he
created. In 1982 the national catch &
fetch series was officially renamed the
Ashley Whippet Invitational, and this
year more than 15,000 dogs are expected
to take part. The finals will be held in the
Astrodome on Sept. 15. “Without Ashley
it certainly would never have happened,”
says George Sappenfield, p.r. director for
Wham-O, the Frisbee manufacturer.
“He's a legend.”

“He was loved by everybody,” says
Stein. “He was the greatest. There will
never be another dog who can do what
he could do. He was so smart, and he had
the coordination of a Dr. J or a Michael
Jordan ... or a Baryshnikov. He was a
master.” END

Guif Lite.
Thecharcoal

starter
that won'’t
foul up

your fowl.

You cook out on the grill for that special, outdoor .
flavor. But many charcoal starters can ruin your
food with awful odors and dirty, excess smoke. Not
Gulf Lite" Charcoal Starter. Because it's the only
leading brand that's clay filtered to burn clean;
there’s no odor; no bad aftertaste. So start your fire
right with Gulf Lite. And never worry about fouling
up your fowl again. A,
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