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CUPOLA WINS GPA 
WORLD'S 

TORONTO-- The city of Toronto. on the 
shores of Lake Ontario, was host to the 14th 
annual GPA World's Championship on July 
20 and 21. Toronto dedicated the days of July 
19--28 to disc events and welcomed players 
from a11 around the world. Besides the GPA 

• Worlds. Toronto also hosted the 20th 
Canadian Open and the Ultimate Cluh 
World Championships. which drew over sixty 
tc<lms from around the globe for a week-long 
tournament. 

The GPA WorlJs drew eight teams from 
three different countries with players fmm 

seven different states. The appearance of 
AG. Funks, from Japan, marked the first 
time that a team from any country other than 
the USA and Canada has participated in a 
GPA sanctioned Guts tournament. 

The other seven teams at the 
tournament were: Co11ateral Damage from 
California (\\ith players also from 
Wisconsin): the Frisbeerians from 
Pennsy lvania: Cutting Edge (in their first 
World's); Uphill 41 from Michigan's U.P 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Billy Begoske makes a crucial diving save against 
Hard Knocks in the finals of the 1991 GPA World 's. 
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Cupola Wins Worlds 
(Continued from page 1) 

(along with players from Canada and 
Illinois); the Cupola Bandits from metro 
Detroit, In Flight Sports from southeast 
Michigan (a co-sponsor of the tournament); 
and last year's champions, Hard Knock Cafe, 
with players from four states (Michigan, New 
York, Florida, and Oklahoma). 

Saturday's tournament format was a 
round-robin, with each team playing a single 
game to 21 points against each of the other 
teams. No one could complain about not 
playing enough games. The best four records 
would advance to a single game, double 
elimination bracket format on Sunday. The 
\\inners of the two brackets would then play 
a two out of three match for the 
Championship. 

Saturday was a sun-filled day of thro\\1ng 
and catching. Everybody was able to play 
everybody else, and it was the highlight oft he 
weekend for each team to play the Japanese. 
Dy the end of the d<1y on Saturde1y. Cupolil, 
In Flight. Hard Knocks. and Uphill 41 had 
the best four records. Although everyone 
played well, these were the four teams that 
managed to compile the best records and 
advance into Sund<1y. 

On Sunday. Uphill 41 was the first to be 
eliminated. Meanwhile. Cupol<1 swept both 
of their g<1mes to move into the finals. In what 
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was probably the best game of the 
tournament, Hard Knocks Cafe bested In 
Flight Sports in the finals of the losers' 
bracket. That loss left In Flight in third place. 
Hard Knocks Cafe then advanced to meet 
Cupola in the Championship match. 

The Cupola Bandits took the first game 
easily. The second game was much closer, 
with Hard Knock Cafe leading up until the 
end of the game. It looked as if the match 
might go to a third game. That was when, 
fueled by a catching and throwing display put 
on by Joe Brady, the Bandits came roaring 
from behind to win the game and squelch any 
chance for the Hard Knocks team. 

Unfortunately, the Cupola Bandits were 
unable to put a team together for last year's 
Worlds, where they would have been the 
defending champs. Cupola. which has clearly 
been the best team over the past few years. 
picked up Dave Meyer from the Mental Toss 
Flycoons during the off-season. They now 
h<1ve a lineup that at times seems unbeatable. 

Hard Knocks Cafe. with a number of 
veterans, were this year's defending champs. 
We all hope they continue to be a force to be 
reckoned with in the world of Guts. 

Joe 13rady, with his brilliant play in the 
final game, earned himself the Mighty Thor's 
Hammer trophy given to the tournament's 
MVP Dave Young finished second in the 
voting. Congratulations to Joe and the rest of 
the Cupola 13andits te<1m! 

IN FLIGHT OPEN BEGINS 
1991 GPA GUTS SEASON 

lANSING - The In Flight Open, May 
25-26, once again kicked off the Guts season. 
This year's annual event drew five 
teams-four from the Lower Peninsula and 
one from the U.P. A winner-takes-all, round 
robin/brackets format was used. 
. Saturday's play was delayed slightly by a 

spring shower, but by the time the day was 
over, a new team on the scene was leading the 
pack. Cutting Edge managed to go 4-0 
sparked by David Nesbitt, playing for the first 
time in three summers. Nez had plenty of 
help from Mark Banghart, Gene Marsh, 
Thorn Marusich, Jerry Smith, and Dan 
Thornton. 

The bubble burst for Cutting Edge on 
Sunday, however, as the In Flight team took 
two close games to clinch the winners 
bracket. Meanwhile, in the first losers 

bracket game, Cupola came out blazing and 
beat Team Marquette. This was the start of 
a great comeback after the Bandits lost or 
forfeited four out of five games on Saturday. 

In the finals of the losers bracket, Cupola 
took the lead and never looked back, beating 
Cutting Edge 21-17. This win advanced them 
to the tournament finals against the 
confident In Flight team,. 

Cupola and In Flight split the first two 
games of the finals, but early in the third 
game, In Flight began to tighten up their 
defense. They looked to have the 
tournament all but wrapped up at 17-10. 
Then suddenly the Bandits began fighting 
back, refusing to give up those last fou r 
points. In a fitting end to a great comeback 
weekend, Cupola won the game to become In 
Flight Open champs. 

CUPOLA CAPTURES 
DETROIT OPEN 

REDFORD - Once again, only five 
teams turned out for a Guts tournament. 
This time it Wc!s the Detroit Open, held at 
Belle Creek Park in Redford Township near 
Detroit. A wet first day of competition 
witnessed the turnout of some older Detroit 
area Guts players, as well as a few from 
Wisconsin. Spirits were somewhat dampened 
as rain fell the entire day, turning fields that 
were already in poor condition from a 
carnival the weekend before into a slippery, 
muddy mess. When each team got their turn 
to sit out a round, they were happy to warm 
up in their cars or at a nearby restaurant. 
Saturday's soggy play saw Team Spam, 
Cutting Edge, In Flight, and Cupola advance, 
while Proof was eliminated. 

Sunday lived up to its name, and 
everyone was blessed with a beautiful day for 

Guts. For some players, the most important 
event on the second day of the Detroit Open 
is the Beer Guts. This traditional event is the 
true Guts player's dream . A Frisbee and 
plenty of beer are the only ingredients 
needed. All the regular rules are 
enforced-with the exception of rule 69B, 
which is heavily enforced. What better way to 
enjoy this great game of ours than with a cold 
one resting next to you on the line. This year's 
winner, who fought their way back out of the 
loser's bracket, was Mr. Beer Guts, made up 
of Scott Aikens, Kurt Melven, and two-time 
winner Thorn Marusich. 

In Sunday's regulation GPA action, the 
first match saw Cutting Edge eliminate Team 
Spam to move into the loser's bracket final. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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DETROIT OPEN 
(Continued from page 3) 

On the winner's bracket side, Cupola and 
In Flight met in a preview of the tournament 
final. In Flight picked up their first loss of the 
day and moved down to take on Cutting 
Edge. A hotly contested game ended with In 
Flight on top 21-19. 

The finals had a familiar look, as Cupola 
took the first game 21-19. In Flight 
rebounded just enough to send game 2 into 

overtime, where they won 23-21. The loss 
apparently didn't sit well with Cupola, and 
they came out storming in the third game. In 
a near perfect performance, the Metro 
Detroit area players won handily 21-11. 

Editor's Note: Hats off to this year's 
Toumament Director; John "Bemie" Saarn for 
taking over the Detroit Open and doing a fine 
job. I'd also like to tip my beer mug to Scott 
Aikens for directing a great Beer Guts 
toumament. 

Cupola recaptures the World 's. L to R: (top row) Jim Dinser, 
Dave Meyer, Dave Young, (second row) Joe Brady, Scott Brooks, 
Johnny Begoske, and Billy Begoske. 
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REMAINING 1991 
TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE 

AUGUST 
10,11 

;AUGUST 
17,18 

AUGUST 31, 
SEPT. 1 

SEPT. 28 

COLLINGWOOD MASTERS GUTS 
FRISBEE CHAMPIONSHIP (TWO-ON-TWO) 

COLLINGWOOD, ONTARIO 
Contact: Schweinhoffen P.L.C. 

(416) 628-6832 

US NATIONALS (See page 14.) 
CHICAGO, IL 
Contact: Gene Marsh 

(708) 879-9202 

INTERNATIONAL FRISBEE TOURNAMENT 
MARQUETTE, Ml 
Contact: GPA, (517) 882-1187 

GUTS WARS 
FRENCH CREEK PARK, PA 
Contact: Skeeter Hoffman 

1991 TOURNAMENT RESULTS 
OCTAD DETROIT OPEN 

1. Beer Dogs 
2. Rasta Baers 
3. Delaware Destroyers 
4. Lancaster Lazers 
5. Dead Dogs 

1. Cupola Bandits 
2. In Flight Sports 
3. Cutting Edge 
4. Team Spam 
5. Proof 

6. Philadelphia Turtles 
GPA WORLD'S CHAMPIONSHIP 

1. Cupola Bandits 
IN FLIGHT OPEN 2. Hard Knocks Cafe 

3. In Flight Sports 
1. Cupola Bandits 4. Uphill41 
2. In Flight Sports 5. Collateral Damage 
3. Cutting Edge 6. A.G. Funk (Japan) 
4. Team Marquette 7. Frisbeerians 
5. F.V.B. 8. Cutting Edge 
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LETTERS TO THE GPA 

DearGPA, 
I'm sending you the Guts results from the 

Octad, which was held May 25, 26, and 27. 
[See page 5.] The Newsletter showed it 
scheduled for July. I'm also sending you $36 
from the tournament. I collected $1 per entry 
for the GPA. 

The weather ~ HOT, as ·team 
competed for prizes of $100, ribbons and six 
discs for 1st place and $40 for 2nd. ' 

The Beer Dogs, a combined team of 
Frisbeerians and Dead Dogs, went 
undefeated. Although the Rasta Baers and 
Delaware Destroyers had identical 3-2 
records, the Rastas clinched second by 
beatmg Delaware in head to head 
competition. 

Don't forget to mark down September 
28th as the date for the 1st annual Guts Wars 
at French Creek State Park. 

See you at the World's as a Frisbeerian. 
Can't wait! 

Catch ya in Toronto, 

Skeeter "Dead Dog" 

Dear GPA, 
I have recently come across an edition of 

the GPA Newsletter in which you ask for 
memorable moments form the past. In the 
twelve years that I played the game, there 
have been many. The team I played for, Beer 
City Express, experienced its share of success. 
That's not to say we don't know where 
"Chumpsville" is, as there were many long 
rides home. 

Let me set the stage: it was 1982 at the 
25th annual 1FT. As I remember it, there 
~ere 64. t<:am~ competing in a 2 out of 3, 
smgle ehmmat1on format. The baseball fields 
in H?u~hto~ were packed with people. Guts 
was m Its pnme. 

It was the last match on Saturday. We 
were playing against a Marquette, Ml, team 
known as "Team 151." A collection of loud, 
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obnoxious, arrogant misfits (and that was just 
th~ir fans) .. Seriously, they had a good team. 
W1th the likes of Brock, Smitty, a bunch of 
DePetro's, and a menacing force known as 
Smitty's Mom, we had our work cut out for 
us. 

We found ourselves at one game each 
and battling for the right to play on Sunday. 
(Back then, we considered our weekend a 
success if we made it to Sunday.) Both teams 
were showing no quarter. The crowd of 
spectators had grown ten-fold because this 
was the last game still in progress. Hundreds 
of people surrounded our field. Chants of 
"Beer City Express" from one side of the field 
clashed against screams of"One-Five-One" 
from the other. The noise was so awesome 
I think I had goose bumps. ' 

Finally, with the score tied 20-20, Brock 
the Rock made an outstanding grab on an 
amazing scramble. The crowd went nuts and 
so did Brock. He ran to our side of the field 
and spiked the disc on our line. That act lit 
a fire under some B.C.E. fannies. 

Brock then threw one of his smokin' 
backhands, but made the mistake of hitting 
the future MVP of 1982, Steve Trauger. Steve 
got a good paw on it, but the disc carried far 
behind the line in a high arc. That's where 
your humble author comes in. 

Since the other end of the line was seeing 
most of the action, I decided to leave a little 
early. That enabled me to make a clean 
horizontal dive going out the back. Without 
missing a beat, I jumped to my feet and ran 
for the opposite line. There, with the motion 
of a windmill, I slammed that disc at the feet 
of my opponents. A 360-degree dunk! 
Paybacks are so sweet. The crowd went 
bonkers. 

We went on to win the game 24-22 on a 
tum-around thumber by David Trauger (who 
went on to be MVP in 1985). Unfortunately, 
after the game had ended, one of the 
"neutral" observers approached the captain 
of 151 and said he'd witnessed a foot fault on 
the winning throw. He added that if called 
upon he would make the call in 151's favor. 

(Continued-on page 7) 

LEITERS TO THE GPA 
(Continued from page 6) 

To make a long story a little shorter, after 
plenty of bickering, the Tournament Director 
ha~ to be called in to settle the dispute-a 
fittmg end to a brawl of a match. The decision 
was in our favor, much to the dismay of 151 
and their gang. 

After another full day of intense Guts, 
Beer City went on to a 4th place finish . 

It took a little longer before the death 
threats from the U.P stopped. 

Long Live Guts, 

Dear GPA, 

Mike Colburn 
Beer City Express 

After having received the last issue of the 
the GPA Nev.'Sletter, I was hit with a bit of 
nostalgia. I've been around the game since 
1976. l guess l now have to consider myself 
one of those "old farts. " 

Yes, I remember the old IFT and 
camping out in the U.P (I 'm originally from 
Michigan). I also remember Mr. Naturals 
Paul's Bar, the Air Aces, etc., and of cours~ 
my old and first team, Ridin' High. That 
makes me old, I guess, but not as old as 
Bowman. No one's 1lli!! old! (Just kidding, 
AI.) 

Anyway, allow me to indulge in a little 
historic narcissism for a moment, then I'll 
make my pitch. I lived in Michigan in the '70s 
and, as Jim Palmeri said , "got weaned" on 
Guts. I had the privilege of working with John 
Sappington on the original GPA logo, since 
I was working as an advertising designer at 
the time. I still have the original artwork and 
a few of the first GPA discs. In 1979 I left 
Michigan to work with Jim Palmeri on the 
Flying Disc Magazine. We knocked ourselves 
out, then lost our shirts on that one. We tried 
to make it fly because we both loved to play 
d1sc sports. T hat was the important part for 
me. (If you're reading this, Willie L.: I will 
return your~ubscription fee--if you come out 
here to Dall as and get it. ) 

(Continued on page 11) 

Hard Knocks Cafe putting up a wall in the 1991 World's finals. 

7 



co 

ID 

Ultimat s Player 

WFOF 5th World Ultima!c & Guts Championships, the firs! r.wr World U lti male Championships in Asia, 
will be held in 'Jokyo & its vicinity in Japan from Au 0ust 17th to :2:hd, 191>2. 
This is the championship and determines the World Cl1an•piun aiiiUIII; natiunaltt·~"'~ froru OJ II over the 
world and Women Division of Cuts will rnakP it s d,.hut. Of •·ourst>, Ultimate will honor WFDF rul<" and 
the spirit of the game and will be played sdf-judg••d . 

Japan Flying Disc Assoriat ion (J FDA) , which i~ arranging thisehampiunships, is a non -profit organiza
tion es!ablished in 1975. It has hecn very at'live in promoting every flying disc sport and orbranizing 
national championships of all the events annually for 16 years. Now we• ar<' proud to say that, with our 
effort, Ultimate and Guts have become widely known as the ones with most potential among new sports . 
and arc taught in physical edueution <'Ourscs of over 50 universiti<'s and colleges throughout Japan. 

We have drawn governmental and media attention to this premien• event. Ministry of Education und 
Ministry of Construction have already expressed their support. N H K(Japan Broadr·asting Corporation) 
is plannin~ to cover the finals in its nationwide network. For the print media, extensive covcragl' is 
planned on one of the three major national newspapers "Maini('hi Shinbun"and ''Sports 1\ippon"', a 
daily sports paper and their publicity has aln:ady lwgun . 
Of coursc,.~c haven't forgotten to arrangefun events. \\c are planning a grmt Orientai-St)'lt• Pa rty and 

a lot more! We are making •.~very dfurt to hea r from you " I \lit~ ri0ltl lo have come a ll. tl u.' \\ a)' to the br 
East!" when you leave. 
All the staff at JFDA arc working to fulfill our goal oft he championships with the lwst service and the 
least expensive entr} fee. Also we have lwen working to arrange most economical charter flights from 
the U.S. & Europe. \\e will send out entry information to national orgdnizations around 1\ovt•mbPr. 

\1buld you like to compete? 
Would you like to see Japan? 
Would you like to have a gooJ time? 
Come and join us at the WFDF Sth World Ultimate and Cuts Championships in 19()2. 
We're looking forward to seeing you all in Jupan . 

Discreetly )'Ours, 

', 

WFDF Fifth World Ultimate & Guts Championships in Japan 
Event Date: 
Event Location: 
Sponsor: 
Tournament Divisions: 

Planned Participation: 

Monday, Aug. 17th ~Sunday, Aug. 23rd, 1992 
Tokyo area 
Japan Flying Disc Association (JFDA) 
Ultimate- Open, Women, Junior & Master 
Guts - Open & Women 
Aj)prox. 1,£XXJ people from 20 countri es 

~I ~t) ·J~ \!9 ~~ 

Shinshiro Ebashi 
Prt'..;ide nt 

Japan Flyin~ Dis(~ As:-;odation 

Entry Fee: about ¥45,1'XXJ 
(details to be announced at a future date) 

Enquiries: Japan Flying Disc Association (JFDA) 
4F, Tsukuda Bldg. 
3-1-3 Mota Asalusa , Taito·ku, Tokyo 111 
Tel : (81)3-3843-1165 Fax: (81)3-3843-11 32 
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LEITERS TO THE GPA 
(Continued from page 7) 

When I came out to the World's last year, 
I was real disappointed to see such a small 
turnout. I think Skeeter did a great job 
putting the tournament together. My first 
thought, like many other players, was that 
Guts is dying. But when you look at the big 
picture, there's no reason in hell why that 
should happen. Disc sports in general are 
more popular than ever. We have 13 disc golf 
courses here in Dallas. I have to agree with 
Gary Gardner that the true responsibility for 
this game rests with the people who play it. 

With that in mind, I want to pledge my 
support and offer the benefit of my 13 years 
of advertising, promotion, and design 
experience to help make this game what it 
used to be-and more. I urge anybody else 
who can help to do the same. It IS up to the 
people who play to make it work. 

I'm now doing my internship in 
chiropractic school, all because of an arm 
injury that happened during the Redford 
tournament in 1978. The chiropractor was 
the only doctor who knew what was going on 

and helped me. So, if the GPA Newsletter 
would like articles on injuries, throwing 
biomechanics, or whatever, I'd like to 
contribute that also. Disc is still my favorite 
sport, and Guts will always be my favorite 
game-even as an old fart. Any pick-up 
teams need another player out there? Call 
me. I'll make the journey. 

Have Disc, Will 'fravel, 

Mike Guernsey 

(P.S. I'm looking for old pictures.) 

[Note from the Editqr: Vance Andersen, 
owner of the Flight Center in Minneapolis, told 
me that he and the other members of the 
Minnesota Fn'sbee Association would be the 
first act of the opening ceremonies for the 
Minnesota Special Olympics. He said they'd be 
demonstrating golf, freestyle, ultimate, a11d 
Guts. It staned July 19 in Minneapolis, so 
Vtznce had to miss the GPA World's. If you're 
ever in Minneapolis, stop in at the Flight Center; 
2406 Hennepin East, phone (612) 331-8460.] 

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR 

Be sure you've made a note of the 
schedule changes for the U.S. Nationals and 
the IFf. The U.S. Nationals will be in 
Chicago, August 17 and 18, and the IFf will 
be in Marquette Labor Day weekend, August 
31st and September 1st.. Information on the 
U.S. Nationals is on page 14. As soon as we 
get more info on the IFf, we'll pass it on. 

I'd like .to thank everyone that was 
involved with this year's World 
Championship. Lige Johnson, of In Flight 
Sports, put lots and lots of time and effort 
into making this World's one of the best ever. 
Thanks go out to Chris Lowcock and Bob 
Blakely of Discanada. Their help was really 
welcomed. My final thanks go to all who 
played in the tournament. I was glad to see 
so many people travel the dista~ce to 

Toronto. 
I almost forgot: thanks to the City of 

Toronto, Olympic Island, and all of Canada 
for being such great hosts. 

The GPA has a limited number of 1991 
World's T -shirts left. They're all extra larges 
and cost $10 (U.S.). Also, we have a limited 
number of discs. The orange ones cost $5. 
Clear and purple discs are $4. There are also 
some T -shirts from the 1988 and 1989 
World's held in Lansing .. They cost $5. There 
are even a few 1988 and 1989 discs available 
for $3 each. The 1989 discs come with the 
silver sticker honoring the 25th anniversary 
of the Pro model. 
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ANSWERS TO 
"PULLING OLD NAMES 

OUT OF THE PAST" 

M (s E 

0 A B 
,--...,. 

T y ( F 

0 T c 

R I N 

c c E 

I 1/ R 
I\. 

A 

T E F 

y E I 

u B u 
\,___.../ 

( s L A 

G M v 

E B R 

~"'o 
1\: 

R A 

0 u L 

u D H 

G R A 

IIH 
1\. I ' T 

B y R 

0 K X 

y 0 K 

s s E 
'---.../ 

R u T 

y a A 

Motor City 
Beer City 
Dough Boys 
Paul's 
Lightweights 
Killer Bees 
Rock hard 

E L L 

H K c 

F 0 u 

J N p 

y s L 

M E N 

A R B 

(z u N 

I N c 

I L B 

A N R 

I R A 

Foul Four 
Ringrays 
Hitmen 
Library Bar 
Zunts 
Humblies 
Mr. Naturals 
Air Aces 

I K) L 

0 R) I 

R G G 

~ 
H u p 

a A T 

z u w 

I L E 

T s I 

0 A G 

M u H 

M) L T 

c E s 

In Flight moves to catch a short up. L to R: John Saam, Pat Timmons, John Blakely, 
Mike Flynn, and Lige Johnson. 

Jimmy Dinser unleashes a thumber at Joe Welsh. 
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GUTS FRISBEE TOURNAMENT! 
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gpa ~@(!~_/;. 
1991 U.S. NATIONALS ~ 

l .,, CRESlWOOD,IL .J 
._,_, AUGUST 17·11, 18111 

1
/ 

'--.r-~ 

\-v--~~) 

WHERE: Elizabeth Conkey Woods 
WHEN: Saturday and Sunday, August 17-18 
WHY: GUTS LIVES! 

Come see the best Guts Frisbee players in the world! 
The U.S. Nationals has come to Chicago tor the first time! 

FREE FOOD & BEER FOR PLAYERS! 
Entry tee tor players only $10.00! 

SPECTATORS WELCOME- NO CHARGE! 

Play starts PROMPTLY at noon both days 

Players' party Saturday night- O'Connor's Pub 

t 
N 

'', 127TH ST. 

EUZABETH CONKEY WOOOS ---... .~ 

~THST. l 
'-, 

0~--
0 -·-

BUDGETEER ($43.115/NIGHl) (708) 371.e800 D-LUX BUDGET MOTEL ($38.85/NIGHl) (708) 388-3080 

For mora Into contact: Gene Marsh (708) 17~9202 or Dave Meyer (312) 276-5428 

14 


