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GUTS FRISBEE CHAMPIONSHIP 

Editor's Note: The following story 
appeared in a Pennsylvania newspaper 
after the 1990 World's. 

The weekend seemed to prove 
enjoyable for eight frisbee teams as 
they took to the field to battle for 
the title of World Guts Frisbee 
champs at French Creek State Park. 

The annual World Guts frisbee 
tournament was held for the first 
time at the park and sponsored by 
the Stonersville Dead Dogs, a 
Douglassville frisbee team who 
participated in the event. 

Skeeter Hoffman, a Stonersville 
Dead Dogs player and the chairman 
of the tournament said the weekend 
was outstanding. 

Although his team lost in the 
semi-finals, Hoffman seemed 
content to stand along the sidelines 
cheering the teams on. 

By Sunday afternoon, there 
were four teams left to battle it out 
for the impressive looking covent 
cup. 

The teams left were: Hard 
Knocks, a Detroit, MI team; In 
Flight, a Lansing, MI team; 
Flycoons, a Chicago, IL team, and It 
Thkes Two, a team from the 
Midwest, the defending champs. 

Two frisbee teams are needed to 
play the game. The first team to 
reach 21 points wins. There are six 
members on each team, but one is 
used as an alternate. 

Picture five players standing in a 
straight line attempting to catch a 
frisbee thrown by the opposite 
team. If the players on the opposite 
team fail to catch the frisbee within 
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the 14 meter boundary, the team 
that threw the frisbee receives the 
point. 

"The intensity is there. It's 
non-stop action and strategy," said 
spectator Erik Thompson, a friend 
of the Frisbeeriens, a team from 
Erie that did not make it to the 
finals. 

Dan Thornton, an It Thkes Two 
player, traveled from Fort Wayne, 
IN to participate in the tournament. 

As his wife sat on the sidelines, 
she explained that World Guts 
frisbee is a weekend summer sport. 

Frisbeerien player, John Fogla 
stood along the sidelines cheering 
on It Thkes Two as they competed 
against In Flight in the semi-finals. 
Fogla, a frisbee player for 12 years, 
said World Guts is more a spectator 
sport than some other types of 
frisbee games. 

Earlier in the day, the frisbee 
golf championship was played. The 
18 hole frisbee golf course was 
crowded with spectators as they 
watched the players attempt to 
throw the frisbee disc as far as they 
could to reach a stake located at 
each hole. The player who threw the 
fewest amount of frisbee tosses to 
reach the stake was crowned the 
winner. 

Around 5:30 p.m., the Hard 
Knocks team was crowned the 1990 
World Guts frisbee champs. They 
were awarded the covent cup, 
individual trophies, glass works 
made by Hoffman, and $800.00 in 
cash. 

The In Flight team came in 
second, and It Thkes Two in third. 

Action from the 1990 World's. 

Hard Knocks with their World 's trophies. L to R: Gary Ciaglaski (with 
his Thor's Mighty Hammer MVP award), Doug Land, Joe Welch, Art 
McGuff, AI Bowman, and Steve Buckley. 
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1990 TOURNAMENT RESULTS 

In Flight OPEN 

1. Cupola Bandits 
2. In Flight Sports 
3. Paratrooping Worms 
4. Mental Toss Flycoons 
5. Bud Dry 
6. F.V.B. 

DETROIT OPEN 

1. Team Norway 
2. Cupola Bandits 
3. Three Stooges 
4. Team Unknown 
5. F.V.B. 

OCTAD 

1. Bucks 
2. Lazers 
3. Delaware 
4. Mudders 
5. Dead Dogs I 
6. Dead Dogs II 

33rd 1FT 

1 . Cupola Bandits 
2. Reckless Abandon 
3. Where-Day-Go 
4. Uphill41 
5. Bud lite 
6. F.V.B. 
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CHICAGO 

1. Dave, Todd, and Chris 
2. Dave, Thorn, and Pat 
3. Roy, Rob, and Chris 
4. Gene, Dan, and Gary 

COLDWATER ONE-ON-ONE 

1. Rob Gardner 
2. Thorn Marusich 

U.S. NATIONALS 

1. Tri-City Scramblers 
2. Mental Toss Flycoons 
3.1sus 
4. Uphill41 
5. F.V.B. 

GPA WORLD'S CHAMPIONSHIP 

1. Hard Knocks Cafe 
2. In Flight Sports 
3. Takes Two 
4. Mental Toss Flycoons 

GPA ONE-ON-ONE 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

1. Billy Begoske 
2. Pat Timmons 
3. Johnny Begoske 
4. Dan Thornton 
5. Rob Gardner 

The combined forces of 

present the 

In Flight Open Guts 
Frisbee Championship 

May 25th and 26th, 1991 
Grandwoods Park 
Lansing, Michigan 

Registration: 10:00 AM, Saturday, May 25th 
Pre-registration by phone: (517) 351-8100 

Entry Fee of $10. 00 per player 

(There will also be a Golf Tournament Sunday on the 
Grandwoods Frisbee Golf Course.) 
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1991 WORLD'S UPDATE 
Preparations are well underway 

for what promises to be the best 
World's iri years. There are teams 
from Pennsylvania, Japan, Illinois, 
California, and Michigan who've 
already made their deposits. The 
total number of committed teams is 
up to eight. Th make things easier, 
the due date for team deposits has 
been extended until the In Flight 
Opef!, May 25, 1991. This should 
give you more time to get your team 
rosters set. We expect a total of 16 
teams to be playing this year. 

The addition of a Masters 
Division should bring out some of 
the great players from yesteryear. 
We anticipate four teams 
registering for this year's event. If 
you have a few players that are close 
to the cut-off age of 40, we can 
squeeze them in. Just let us know 
before you register. 

If you're planning to attend the 
World's this year, don't forget that 
the Canadian Open will be taking 
place at the same time. With your 
registration for the World's, you're 
automatically registered for the 
Open. The cost is only an extra $5.00 

for each event. This is your chance 
to try your hand at some of the other 
Disc sports. Challenge your 
teammates and see who can do the 
best. 

We'll be sending the captains of · 
all the teams that have registered 
more information about the 
tournament just as soon as we 
receive each team roster with any 
remaining entry fee due. This 
information packet will give your 

team more details about 1bronto. 
Most of you will probably be 

using our special Accommodation 
Package. But for those of you who 
aren't, we've reserved a floor of 
rooms exclusively for Disc players at 
the Town Inn. Their phone number 
is (416) 964-3311, and their FAX 
number is (416) 924-9466. Rooms at 
the Town Inn consist of mini-suites 
that sleep four people and have a 
refrigerator and kitchen. They cost 
$75.00 (Canadian) per night. Larger 
suites are available for $150.00 

(Canadian) per night. Reservations 
with a major credit card are 
required and must be made by the 
end of May. Incidentally, the Town 
Inn will be the site of the Friday night 

· players' meeting. 

Although collector Discs and 
T-shirts will be available at the 
tournament, you can save money by 
ordering now. Three Discs are $10.00 

if you order now, but at the 
tournament they'll be $12.00• 

Tournament T-shirts are only $12.00 

in advance, but the tournament 
price goes up to $15.00• And when 
you buy your shirts and discs in 
advance (at the lower prices) you 
have your choice of either having 
them sent to you, or picking them up 
at the tournament. 

Individual players looking for 
teams or teams looking for players 
can call, write, or FAX the GPA 
We'll work to get everyone in touch 
with one another. Because no one, I 
mean NO ONE, is going to want to 
miss this year's GPA World's 
Championship in Toronto, Canada! 

1991 TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE 

MAY 25,26 

JUNE 22,23 

DATETBD 

JULY 
19,20,21 

IN FLIGHT OPEN 
GRANDWOODS PARK 
LANSING, Ml 
GUTS plus Disc Golf Sunday 
Contact: Lige Johnson, (517) 351 -8100 

DETROIT OPEN 
REDFORD, Ml 
GUTS only 
Contact: GPA, (517) 882-1187 

ONE-ON-ONE CHAMPIONSHIP 
CHICAGO, IL 
GUTS only 
Contact: GPA, (517) 882-1187 

1991 GPA GUTS WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA 
GUTS combined with Canadian Open 
Contact: Lige Johnson, (517) 351-8100 

JULY 22- 28 W.F.D.F. INDIVIDUAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
SANTA CRUS, CA 
Contact: Discovering the World 

JULY 25 - 27 OCTAD 
Contact: Jim Powers, 

Tri-State Frisbee Club 

AUGUST 3, 4 US NATIONALS 
. MARQUETTE, Ml 

Contact: GPA, (517) 882-1187 

AUGUST 31, 
SEPT.1 

INTERNATIONAL FRISBEE TOURNAMENT 
HOUGHTON, Ml 
Contact: GPA, (517) 882-1187 
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LETTER FROM 
THE EDITOR 

Let me start off by thanking Dan 
Thornton for all his hard work last 
year. He took my' chicken 
scratchings and turned them into a 
work of art. Dan put together the 
last issue · of the GPA 
NEWSLETIER and this one, too. 
He also made the fine looking 
scoreboard you may have seen at 
sonie of last year's tournaments. 
Good work, Dan! 

("Gee thanks, Tom." -Dan.) 

The staff at the NEWSLETIER 
would like to see more articles and 
letters from all our readers. We'll 
also be looking for pictures, if you 
can part with them. Remember, we 
reward you with discs for 

contributing articles, letters, and 
pictures. Plus, if you work with the 
stafffor a whole year, we'll give you 
·a one year membership in the GPA 
free! 

Open yourself up. We're looking 
for articles about you. Tell us about 
a special Guts season or 
tournament out of the past. Maybe 
some particularly memorable throw 
or catch. We'd like to print a letter 
or two every issue about your 
experiences playing this game we all 
love so much. 

For any Guts players living in 
Detroit, Ann Arbor, or anywhere 
else in Southeast Michigan: There 
are now open practices being held 
every Tuesday evening (weather 
permitting) at 6:30 PM in Ann 
Arbor's Buhr Park. For more 
information, call In Flight Sports in 
Ann Arbor at (313) 995-3323. 

LETTERS TO THE GPA 

Dear GPA, 

Greetings from Norway! 

I would first of all like to thank 
the GPA for a great newsletter (#5), 
which presented us far-away 
readers with some exciting reading! 

This is especially true of the bit 
about one-on-one competition. This 
is news to us-interesting news! 

Could someone please write to 
me and tell me how you go about 
runn.ing such a tournament 
(including matches, brackets, the 
play, the rules-the works). 
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Also, if anybody has any 
experience on the indoor Guts 
phenomenon, please write! 

With a growing interest in Guts 
in Norway, we would very much like 
to present a little bit of Guts history 
to our new players. Unfortunately, 
Norwegian Guts history only goes 
back for a few years and has only 
become interesting over the last two 
or three. I'd be extremely grateful 
for any contribution of any kind 
regarding U.S. Guts history-or any 
country's Guts history, for that 

(Continued on page 9) 

LETTERS TO THE GPA 
(Continued from page 8) 

matter. This might include special 
tournaments, Guts happenings, 
stand-out teams and players, etc. 

Come on guys! Start digging. 
Any snapshots to spare? Even a 
Xerox would be good. Please, just 
send anything at all related to Guts. 

On behalf of the Norwegian 
Guts Tham and Stouner D.C. 
"Mean Machine," I am 

Yours truly, 

Dear GPA, 

Tommy Pedersen 
U elandsgt. 59-9 
0460 OSLO 4 
Norway 

I am writing you in regard to the 
GPA and other Guts issues. I am the 
current President of the Minnesota 
Frisbee Association. 

Our club has made an effort to 
increase Guts play in the Gopher 
State, which had declined since Mill 
City all but vaporized. Our teams 
include Minnesota Guts and Big 
Dog Guts. 

The majority of Guts play here 
occurs after our local Minnesota 
Summer Tour and PDGA Disc Golf 
tourneys. Players are eager to vent 
their frustrations over bad drives 
and missed 10-foot putts on the guys 
15 yards across from them! We're 
hoping to pick a travelling team to 
compete at some of this summer's 
Guts events. 

I read the GPA Director's 
comments about Guts being a 

"dying sport." It's not dead, but it 
does need some resuscitation. One 
way to help revive the game is by 
working closely with both the 
WFDF (World Flying Disc 
Federation) and U.S.D. (United 
States Disc Sports). All flying disc 
disciplines-Ultimate, DDC, Disc 
Golf, and Freestyle-are heavily 
involved with these organizations. 
Get players to do demos at local 
schools. Try to get the sport into the 
P.E. curriculum. (The GPA should 
also try to get some action photos in 
its next issue.) 

As you know, the Minnesota 
Frisbee Association hosted the 1990 
World Senior Flying Disc 
Championships in August. While 
driving Steady Ed to golf, the two of 
us started discussing Guts. After 
some great stories about the early 
days, he told me he would contact 
"Boots" Healy, who lives in 
Minneapolis, and get him out to the 
event. Well, he did manage to get 
him, but it was for our awards 
banquet instead. What a treat! The 
birth of organized Frisbee play, the 
actual founding fathers of Guts and 
Disc Golf, there among players 
who've been part of the growth of 
this great sport. I've been involved 
in some great moments in Frisbee 
history, but having the opportunity 
to meet one of the original Healy 
brothers is right up there. 

Thanks, 

Tim Mackey 
St. Cloud, MN 

(Continued on page 12) 
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KIDS TAKE EAST LANSING DISCFEST 1 
The East Lansing Discfest 1 was 

held Saturday, May 11, at Landon 
Field on the Michigan State 
campus. 

With sunny skies and 
temperatures in the 80's, it was a 
perfect day for Guts. Although 
numerous Ultimate teams came 
from around the Midwest, only 13 
Guts players managed to show up. 
To make for a better tournament, 
3-man teams were drawn from a hat, 
and a round robin format was 
chosen. 

After all four teams had played 
each other once, Jerry's Kids (2-1) 
and Rootsteam (3-0) advanced to 
the finals, while Obi wands (1-2) and 
Cutting Edge (0-3) were relegated 
to a consolation game. In that game, 

Obiwands topped Cutting Edge for 
a second time to nail down third 
place. 

Rootsteam, composed of Joel 
Luebeck, ' Mike Flynn, and Lige 
Johnson, was a strong favorite going 
into the single-game final, but 
apparently someone forgot to tell 
Jerry's Kids (Jerry Smith, Thorn 
Marusich, and Rich Bowman). By 
using solid, hustling defense and 
keeping the Disc away from 
Rootsteam ace Mike Flynn, Jerry's 
Kids were able to build a good-sized 
lead. A late rally by Rootsteam was 
crushed by Jerry Smith's clutch soak 
of a screaming Mike Flynn 
backhand, and Jerry's Kids went on 
to clinch a 21-17 victory. 

Jerry's Kids take on Rootsteam at Discfest 1. 
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LETTERS TO THE GPA 
(Continued from page 9) 

Dear GPA, 
I know I could call, but this is 

cheaper and goes "on the record." 
First of all, I must commend you for 
all the sweat and tears you and 
Darcy have put into the GPA It's 
probably a lonely job, but the GPA 
must get great satisfaction when a 
tournament ends with another 
classic, intense finals match and you 
were responsible for creating that 
excitement. On the flip side, when 
a tournament (in Chicago!) draws 
two teams (Flycoons Open '90) 
then the GPA must feel 
responsible for that, too. To 
blame the players for showing 
up and D..Q1 bringing a new player 
is passing the buck. The buck 
should stop on the GPA 
Commissioner's desk. 

I believe the GPA should 
organize and promote all the 
tournaments. Expecting one person 
or team to organize and finance a 
tournament is unrealistic. Why 
should it be their responsibility? All 
a tournament director should do is 
reserve and mark a field, set up 
registration, and make sure the 
games get played. Are the 
tournaments promoted? Who 
knows? How can a tournament in 
Chicago only draw about 30 people, 
including fans (families)? Heck, a 
sign proclaiming "Free Beer" would 
draw more people than that. 

My point is that new people 
don't go to tournaments because 
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they don't know about them. Word 
of mouth is apparently the way the 
GPA thinks that Guts is going to 
expand. No way! The current 
tournament schedule requires lots 
of travelling and can get expensive. 
Why doesn't the GPA run its 
tournaments like Disc Golf is run, 
where they play every week or so? 
The GPA could sanction Guts clubs 
in Lansing, Detroit, Chicago, 
Marquette, Pennsylvania, etc. and 
run weekly (or biweekly) 
tournaments, and maybe once a 
month have a regional tournament 
that qualifies teams for the World's. 
Keep the grandaddy IFf as an open. 
This way, Guts isn't a "one time 
deal" in Marquette or Detroit, 
etc.--it's done every week. People 
would become familiar with Guts, 
and maybe give it a try. Word has to 
be gotten out that they are playing. 
Most radio stations will publicize a 
non-profit organization's event for 
free. And we need signs-big 
signs-saying "Guts Played Here" 
at tournament sites. 

Guts isn't dying-the GPA is. 
Did anyone see Guts on 1V this 
year? I did-on ESPN, from a 
California tournament. Frisbee isn't 
dying-I've seen more Frisbee 
publicity and competition this year 
than ever before. The problem with 
Guts lies with the GPA Issues such 
as sponsorship, joining tournaments 
with other Disc events, and 
promotion are not the responsibility 
of the players. Heck, the players 
show more sincerity and loyalty to 
their sport than the average softball 

(Continued on page 13) 

LETTERS TO THE GPA 
(Continued from page 12) 

team. Guts has a unique and special 
core of people who are willing and 
able to help their sport-we need 
direction. The GPA must stop 
asking questions and start doing 
something-anything. The sad part 
is, the best Guts is played here in the 
Midwest. Yet the West Coast has 
their own "World's" tournament 
and gets all the attention. I honestly 
believe that reducing tournament 
travel and regionalizing the sport 
will bring new players. Then the 
best of these regions square off at 
the World's, and then the World's 
winner goes out West and kicks 
some tan lines! 

The GPA has kept the sport 
alive, but to get it off the respirator 
is going to take some time and hard 
work. Promotion and repetitive 
exposure of the sport to the public 
is one way to start. 

Spilling my Guts, 

Gary Gardner 

DearGPA, 
In response to your question on 

the future of Guts: 
I feel if the game of Guts is going 

to survive and expand, the WFDF 
should definitely be considered. 
International play can only be a 
plus. On a national basis, a few 
things should be considered: 

1. Getting more exposure 
through media, demos, and other 
Frisbee events. (Demos at colleges, 
high schools, and YMCA:s could be 
a plus.) 

2. Getting sponsorship $$ for 
major tournaments. 

3. Trying to establish regional, 
state, or club representatives to 
work with the GPA in promoting the 
game of Gtits and its events. 

Skeeter Hoffman 
Stonersville Dead Dogs 

13 



THE E.~l\.N~----
-----------------------8-yL~A~RR~AGMAN 

A Fanatic 
For 
Frisbee 
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LARRY HAGMAN has slarrtd since 1978 as 
lht villainous ].R. Ewing "" ~~ htl CBS 

. • Dallas.. Lattr thu y<ar ht ll play btl
:=u H.L. Hunt in "'Tu.as Ric~, .. D mtm· 
stn·tS basuf on the lifeoflht lalem/1111Jgnllle. 

FRISBEE· BRAND ... 
mE DISC ASKED FOR 
BY NAME. 

The Frisbee• 

Name .. 
Quality . 

brand flying disc has the 
. Value ... 
. . Performance! 

Available now with your custom design in orders 
of 200 or more: The Wham-0 FB6 or 4 inch mini. 
YOU GET 

Recognition - Th~ Fri~~ disc is th~ only disc. that has 
national and local t~l~vision adv~rtising. ~xposur~ in l~ading publications. 
pha hundr~ds of thousands of lin~s in local and national n~wspa~rs. 

Value - Fris~ brand discs hav~ ~stablish~d a strong r~tail valu~ through 
national TV adv~rtising and distribution across th~ country. 

Quality - Th~ Fris~ disc is a~rodynamically ~ngin~~r~d. construct~ 
from ~ high~st quality poly~thyl~n~ and prOduc~ by strict quality • · control guid~lin~s. ' 

Performance - Fri~ brand flying discs ar~ d~signed to fly 
farth~r and ~~r than all Oth~rs. with th~. most stability. lift and hov~ring 
qualiti~s; th~ pr~f~rred disc for ~ff<aught flight. Availabl~ again in quantities 
of 200 or mort for th~ fastback or 400 or mort for minis. 

Commemorate any special occasion with your name in plastic. 
Amaze your friends - · 

Impress your relatives -
let them know you're somebodyl 

Uc~ by Wh~m-oe 

Write or call Discovering The World for more information 
P.O. Box 911., La Mlr•q., CA 906J7 • f714J 5~2-2202 
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