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It was fitting that on the 30th anni-
versary of the Frisbee, competitors
at the U.S. Open Flying Disc Cham-
pionships were taking the sport to

new heights.
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*FRISBEE® is a registered irademark of Wham-O for flying discs.

t's unlikely that either Wal-
ter Fredrick Morrison or Er-
nest C. “Bill” Robes ever
dreamed that their brain-
child, the Frisbee® flying disc, would
be the cause of such a gathering: Late
last June, 12,000 Southern Califor-
nians watched 260 men and women
from the United States, Canada, New
Zealand, Sweden, and Japan compete
for national titles, world records, and
$40,000 in prize money at the U.S.
Open Flying Disc Championships in
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La Mirada, California.

This year marks the 30th anniversa-
ry of the Frisbee, the plastic aerody-
namic wonder that Wham-0 began to
produce in 1957. Legend says that in
the early 1950s, students at Yale used
to eat pies from the Frisbie Pie Com-
pany of Bridgeport, Connecticut, turn
the pie plates over, and wing them at
each other in a team game called
Guts. Dartmouth gets credit for the
first documented “Frizby” match,
played on November 7, 1954, with a
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cookie tin. In 1957, Princeton men al-
legedly played a more macho version
with a circular saw blade,

While there are plenty of Frisbee
myths, the undeniable truth is that
the Frisbee we all know and love was
invented at about the same time by
two people. Each unaware of the oth-
er, Fred Morrison in California and
Bill Robes in New Hampshire both de-
veloped, promoted, and patented their
plastic dises in the 1950s. Both men
liked to toss paint and coffee can lids
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as youngsters, were skilled carpen-
ters, had dads who were inventors,
and loved flight. Morrison, despite
having been downed in World War II,
flew airplanes. Robes, who crafted his
own wooden skis, was a U.S. pioneer
in acrobatic ski jumping, for which he
was inducted into the National Ski
Hall of Fame last February.

Inspired by news reports of UFO
sightings, Morrison put the names of
the planets on his disc and dubbed it
the Pluto Platter. After hawking it at
county fairs, beaches, and parks, he
finally sold its rights to Wham-O’s co-
founders, Rich Knerr and A.K.
“Spud” Melin, who discovered Fred
selling his Platters in a Los Angeles
parking lot. Less lucky was Bill
Robes. He called his baby a Space
Saucer and sold it through Ivy
League co-ops, but never hooked up
with a major manufacturer.

Wham-0 began producing Morri-
son's disc and soon renamed it the
Frisbee. Knerr claims he named it af-
ter a cartoon character called Mr.
Frisbie. The disc didn’t catch on until
the mid-60s, when it was adopted as
the toy of the counterculture. With
100 million sold in 30 years, Morrison
has made more than $500,000.

Now 67, Morrison lives quietly in
tiny Richfield, Utah, where he runs a
small motel with his third wife. Robes,
a hearty 76, is married, retired from
his carpentry business, and resides in
equally small Etna, New Hampshire,
just six miles from Dartmouth. The
two men have never met,

The U.S. Open celebrated Frisbee’s
30th anniversary with a pie tin accura-
cy throwing contest that offered as
first prize one pie a month for a year.
But the Open was also seriously com-
petitive. In its fourteenth year and
fifth straight at its current site—La
Mirada Regional Park—this week-

Spectators attempt to set a Guinness
Book of World Records mark for the
most Frisbees in the air at one time in
one location.

rives on the scene in a stretch limo.
The Bud Light mascot took the crowd
in stride.

long extravaganza is the most presti-
gious in all of disedom. Perennially
sponsored by Wham-0, the U.S. Open
offers the most money, draws the
strongest field, and requires the most
stamina to complete eight diverse
events.

One of the stars of the week turned
out to be Hiroshi Oshima, a 25-year-
old physical education teacher from
Tokyo. Hiro won the TRC—Throw,
Run & Cateh competition—in which a
player tries to throw the disc as far as
possible and catch it himself. The
event demands footspeed, good
hands, the ability to throw a long high
are, and nowadays, the Roc.

Like the Apple, Aero, Aviar, XD,
Coupe, and Hammer, the Roc is one of
a new breed of dises from Innova-
Champion. Based in Ontario, Califor-
nia and distributing its products
mostly by mail-order, Innova has been
designing and producing some of the
longest-flying discs for four years.

However, until this year, no other
manufacturer's discs were permitted
in this Wham-O-sponsored tourna-
ment. When Wham-0 opened the
gates, Innova marched in, along with
other disc companies, including Light-
ning and Discraft.

“I really like all of Innova's dises,”



Amanda Carreiro was the runner-up 3
in women’s Accuracy, flinging her ®
disc from as far as 35 yards.
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Overall champ Scott Zimmerman tries "#
his hand at the Throw, Run & Catch '",
competition; he came in fourth.

H!rousedal.igmnlnydbcfo win the
Distance event. In the overall, he fln- b
Ished tied for second.
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Ron won Double Disc Court l i
for the third stralght year. :,.
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says Scott Zimmerman, the Bruce Jen-
ner of Frisbee. Seeking to make it
eight overall titles in nine years, the
versatile Zimmerman, 25, from Sierra
Madre, California, is often referred to
as “Frisbee god” by awestruck com-
petitors. Zimmerman used a Frisbee,
not an Innova disc, to win the Accura-
cy event, nailing 17 out of 28 shots at
different angles and distances
through a five-foot-square wooden
target three feet off the ground.

he vietory in TRC, how-
ever, went to Hiro, who
used a Roc to set a U.S.
and Japanese mark
with a catch at 83.8 meters. The world
record of 88.7m, set weeks earlier in
Finland, just escaped Hiro's grasp,
but the exuberant crowd didn’t seem
to care.

A close cousin to TRC is Maximum
Time Aloft. Competitors must also
catch their toss in this event, but time,
not distance, is measured. This compe-
tition proved almost as difficult for
the judges as it was for the players. A
half-dozen times during the finals, the
judges, seated with stopwatches in
hand and wearing pith helmets, sud-
denly had to jump to their feet and
scurry like so many Keystone Kops
past a storage truck and a tall balloon
in the shape of a beer can to view the
catch. The same storage truck almost
turned the event into a contact sport
when competitor Anni Kreml
slammed into it attempting to catch
her dise. Unhurt, she proceeded to
capture the women’s division with a
time of 10.80 seconds.

The Distance throw is the equiva-
lent of a home run hitting contest, and
this year the throws were booming. In
fact, they were so long they had to be
measured not with tape, but with sur-
veyor’s tools equipped with telescopes
and lasers. Unlike baseball, there’s no
rumor about discs being “juiced up”—
it’s a fact.

The trend for Distance is to use bev-
el-edged, small diameter, high-density
dises, including the powerful new
“91,” a Wham-O product developed in
cooperation with Innova-Champion.
Its designer, Dave Dunipace, 38, a for-
mer World Distance champion, de-
lightedly watched the mammoth
heaves and offered advice to anyone
who would listen. “You turned it
over—throw a little higher,” he urged
competitor Sam Ferrans. With balding
pate and gray-flecked beard, Duni-
pace looks like the clinical psycholo-
gist he was before becoming a
full-time disc designer. He commented
on Hiro’s technique: “He’s got so
much speed out of his hand that un-

less he chokes, he’s in.”” Not only was
Hiro in, he was Hiro-ic. In the Dis-
tance finals, he edged Ferrans and set
another U.S. Open record—over 150
meters.

Wende Coates of San Diego won
the Distance final for women with a
throw of 109 meters. Second was
Mary Lowry Jorgenson, 30, a social
studies teacher from Seattle, who met
her husband through Frisbee. “Jeff
was jamming in the park and I was
really impressed,” she laughs. Third
was Anni Kreml, the woman’s overall
defending champion. Kreml is an in-
timidating athlete. Before the Dis-
tance finals she pumped herself up by
doing pushups, then performed shirt-
less, wearing only a sports bra. This is
for medical reasons (she easily over-
heats) rather than to give herself an
Amazonian appearance.

If Kreml represents the athleticism
of today’s Frisbeeites, Jim Palmeri
symbolizes the enthusiasm of the
sport’s pioneers. At 45, Palmeri, a 138-
pound bundle of energy, is one of Fris-
bee’s great characters. In 1974, out of
his own pocket, Palmeri put up a new
Datsun as first prize in his American
Flying Disc Open. Later he opened the
Flying Disc and Chess Shop, which
folded, then sank $20,000 into three is-
sues of his Flying Disc Magazine; it
met the same fate. For the past five
years, he’s paid his bills by repairing
video and pinball machines.

“I love coming to the Open and try-
ing to beat younger guys,” says Pal-
meri, eyes shining. “It’s really great
to outthrow some 22-year old guy who
thinks he’s a hotshot. I can’t do it all
the time, but in a big group like this,
you're always going to catch
someone.”

Palmeri did catch half of the field in
Discathon, the disc equivalent of the
biathlon. The object is to race around
a one-kilometer course while throwing
discs around such mandatory obsta-
cles as trees and light poles. First
place went to Leonard Muise with a
time of 4 minutes, 32 seconds.

mong the more esoteric

events at the Open was

Double Dise Court, a

two-disc game that re-

sembles volleyball without the net. In
DDC, two two-person teams stand in
opposite courts separated by 17 me-
ters and launch one or both Frisbees
at each other. Points are scored for
every disc dropped. Sometimes two
discs arrive at one side at the same
time. If both players on a team
touch both dises simultaneously, the
other team gets two points. Avoiding
this situation requires some contor-
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 54)
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14)

tions: One player can quickly catch
and return the lead disc; or he can tip
or slap a disc up into the air, giving
his partner time to return the second
disc before retouching the first.

DDC has its hardcore following.
For example, Scott Zimmerman was
so smitten by it that, at the age of 19,
he moved from Virginia to California,
home of the world’s top players.

Perhaps because of its more leisure-
ly pace, Disc Golf, has a larger follow-
ing than DDC. The sport is similar to
regular golf with some major excep-
tions: shorter fairways, no sand traps,
dises instead of balls and clubs, and 18
Pole Holes. These contraptions are
metal poles with a basket and over-
hanging chains that function like a
basketball backboard.

“When I first saw Pole Holes, 1
thought they were some kind of bar-
beque pit,” recalls Sam Ferrans, a
tall, thin local, who at 19 has won Disc
Golf championships—and $15,000 in
prize money—on three continents.
isc golfers carry dises
of different weights
and sizes for different
shots: drives, putts,
curves, and rollers. To avoid trees, to
play against a stiff breeze, or to drive
for length, a player might roll a dise
on its edge like a wheel. Some can roll
dises more than 150 yards.

Ferrans doesn’t need to roll for dis-
tance. In Japan he once heaved a disc
568 feet. But the Open winner was
John Ahart, an intense, 25-year-old
Californian from Garden Grove. He
enjoys the sport partly because “It's
something you can do on weekends
without spending a lot of money.” Al-
most all 200 Disce Golf courses in the
U.S. are free. (For a complete course
listing, send $5 to the Professional
Dise Golf Association, P.0. Box
240363-G, Memphis, TN 38124.)

The final—and most spectacular—
event of the 1987 Open was the gym-
nastic-like Freestyle. Judged for diffi-
culty, execution, and presentation,
two- or three-person teams choreo-
graph “hot-dogging” moves, usually
to rock music. But one group per-
formed to The Nutcracker, rousing
the ecrowd when a member saved a
disc by reaching over the judges’
heads, spinning it on a fingernail, and
then sailing it back by brushing it off
the side of his foot. The Blasters, a
group whose members hailed from
Baton Rouge and San Diego, topped
off their routine with a triple body
roll. But the champs were the Bud
Light team of John Brooks, Chip Bell,
and Joey Hudoklin, They showed off
their best material, including the
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“toothbrush’: Brooks kept the disc
spinning on his teeth while turning
completely around twice.

The women's winners, for the
fourth consecutive year, were Stacy
Anderson and Carolyn Yabe. They did
simultaneous cartwheels while pass-
ing the dises on their fingernails.

Not all the Frisbee tricks at the
Open were performed by humans.
Giving an exhibition was Whirlin’ Wiz-
ard, a dog that appeared on the “Stu-
pid Pet Tricks’ segment of Late
Night with David Letterman. The
Wizard possesses the ability to tip a
Frisbee off his nose and back to its
master. Also on hand was another
Late Night alumnus, Greg Hosfeld, a
professional juggler from Sarasota,
Florida. Hosfeld wowed onlookers by
keeping a mini-disc aloft simply by
puffing under it.

But the real top dog that week was
Spuds MacKenzie, mascot for Bud
Light, the Open’s co-sponsor. When
Spuds arrived on the field in a limou-
sine, he attracted a huge crowd.
Spuds soon headed off in search of
bigger parties, but the many onlook-
ers stayed to break a world record. As
people from the Guinness Book of
World Records rolled their cameras,
hundreds of laid-back Californians
tossed Frisbees into the air. This, it
was hoped, would be the biggest “Big
Throw” ever. Although the colored
discs filled the sky like a polyethylene
fireworks display, there were only 900
of them, which didn’t come close to
breaking the record of 1,500 discs, set
at a National Frisbee Festival in
Washington, D.C..

After all eight events were complet-
ed, the overall woman's champ was
Wende Coates, who took home $2,820.
What did she like most about the
Frisbee? “It’s challenging, you can al-
ways improve, and to see that Frisbee
float up there...it's just neat.”

Zimmerman, who won $4,525 and, as
usual, took the men’s title, was a bit
more subdued. “It's a little sad,” he
said, “that an athlete as devoted as 1
am to this game can’t make more
money at it or have greater fame. |
know as much about Frisbee as the
Celtics know about basketball. I only
make $8,000 a year. Robert Parrish
can be fined that much in two games.”

Still, the Open provided more sweet
moments than bitter ones. Which is
appropriate for a sport so effortlessly
graceful. After 30 years, it's clear
that our affair with the Frisbee is no
mere fling.

Mark Danna, head of Flying Disc Enterprises, has
won several major Frisbee litles. He is a frequent
contributor to GAMES
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