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Fellow Freestylists,

1980 - the dawn of a new age in frisbee sports’. The past few months will long
be remembered as an important period in our history. The independent disc sport
movement, of which the FPA has played a central role, has taken quantum leaps in
organization, influence and purpose. The enthusiasmthat forged our group is spread-
ing rapidly throughout the entire frisbee family and we are beginning to reap the
benefits of our labors. The vessel we have been constructing for the past year and
a half to carry us on a journey to artistic - athletic freedom is ready to set out
on a sea of hopes, dreams, trials and tribulations. The journey will have storms and
tranquility, good times and bad, but we have command of the ship, and we are eagerly
awaiting the challenges.

Settle down and stay with me while I recount what has transpired that has me so
inspired. Each item represents a brick in the foundation of a new order of frisbee
sports, and all have important implications in the betterment of freestyle. Since
we last met I have travelled across the country to meet with members in Colorado,
Sonoma, California, and Southern California. I attended the historic Sonoma Confer-
ence (reported on below) and spoke there as a representative on the FPA's behalf.
These meetings dealt with our proposed tournament series, the proposed changes in our
judging system, and proposed changes in the organization of all disc sports.

General‘§ews
Administrative Matters: Currently we have 252 members, which means we have picked up
23 members since our last meeting. Excellent! Members responded well in paying
their yearly dues - remember, if a red asterisk appears in the lower right corner on
the addressed portion of your Forum, you owe us $3.00. After speaking with many of
you, the time seems right to raise our membership fee to $5.00. What we would do is
allow all current members to renew their membership once at $3.00, than $5.00 there-
after. All new members must pay $5.00 beginning as of the approval of this increase.
This issue will be on the ballot for this month.

Our bank balance presently stands at $710.28. We made two large purchases in
January; micros and shirts to sell at the Sonoma Conference. These items promote
our proposed freestyle tournament series and will hopefully raise cash to use as
financial assistance to the Tournament Committee. The shirts and micros carry the
slogan ”f.f.f. in 1980, Support the FPA National Tournament Series." The three f's
stand for "free frisbee freestyle.” I have a supply on hand for sale to members.
The shirts are black with gold printing on the front and a gold action logo on the
babk. They sell for $6.00 plus $1.50 for postage. The micros are really a gratuity
for $1.00 donation (postage included). Please help support the series by buying these
items. I have already sent $100.00 to Rick Kovacic, our tournament committee chair-
person, from the sales of these items. I have also sold all of the 165's that I had
with the Lynas design. Please do not send any more money to me for them.

 

Regional Representatives: I am in the process of establishing regional representa-
tives in eleven regions of the country. Some people have volunteered their services
and others I have taken the liberty to ask. As soon as I have firm comittments for
all of the positions I will announce them to you. The duties of these regional reps
would be as follows: to act as a distribution center of goods for sale by the FRA,
to encourage new membership in their regions, to act as consultants on our judging
and rules in those areas, to generally promote freestyle, be a source of information
to players, to inform the national membership of views and problems particular to
their respective areas, and any other tasks they feel would benefit the organization
and freestyle. Please don't shy away fro these tasks, since in all likelihood they
will not require a huge investment of time. I hope to have an incentive program for
those who participate, such as cash incentives for sales, and deals on disc, ect.

The regions and persons I have contacted to cover some of them are as follows:
Region 1, New England, Peter Norvig; Region 2, NY, Penn. and NJ, me; Region 3, Mid-
Atlantic (Del., Md., W.V., Vir. N.Carolina, s. Carolina) ; Region 1+, South—East
(Tenn., Miss., Alabama, Kentucky, Georgia, & Fla.);Region 5, Great Lakes(Wis., Mich.,
Ill., Ind., Ohio), David Hendler; Region 6, CentralRegion( N.D., S.D., Neb., Iowa,
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Kansas, Miss.), Paul McCallum; Region 7, the South Central (Tgxas,.0k1ahoma, Arkansas,
and Louisiana; Region 8, the Northwest (Wash, Oregon, Idaho, Mont.); Region 9, the
South West, (Nevada, Ariz., N.M.); Region 10, the Mid—West (Wy., Utah, Colo.); and
Region 11, California. For California I am looking for two representatives, one for
the north, and one for the south. The regions were divided according to concentra-
tion of players and convenience of locality.

I have people in mind for the above regions that do not yet have reps, but any-
one interested, please call or write and we will see what we can work out. I hope
that someday there will be enough interest in these posts so that representatives
will be elected by the members in their region. Representatives in Canada and
foreign countries will also be set up in the future.

The Sonoma Conference: The next few areas of the newsletter will discuss recent
developments on the disc scene that may change the face of the sports for all time.
One of these developments was the Sonoma Conference, held on January 19 & 20. After
speaking with Rick Kovacic and Tom Wright, I was impressed with the signifigance of
this event and decided to fly out there to take part.

The conference was designed to bring players together to discuss the independent
disc sport movement. You have all probably heard me mention this "movement" many
times and maybe wondering what the hell I'm talking about. The movement recognizes
that our past has been controlled far too much by the over reaching policies of the
Wham—o Mfg. Co. Since they have really been the only major financial contributer
to our sports until recent times they have been able to control our organizational
talent(regionaldirectors and tournament directors) and this has allowed them to
control our playing talents i.e. product-specific tournaments, the W.F.C. They also
control access to the name of the game through their trademark frisbee. This has
made it difficult for new manufacturers to communicate with the public.

The independent disc movement, embodied in the Sonoma Conference, seeks to
challenge this control on all fronts in an effort to free up disc sports and make it
profitable for others besides Whamro. The conference was designed as an opportunity
to let players‘ organizations and alternative disc manufacturers tell players what
they have to offer, and to encourage them to take part in supporting a disc environ-
ment free of Wham-o's control.

Represented at the Conference were the newly formed Ultimate Players Association,
headed by Tom Kennedy, the FPA, with myself and Rick Kovacic as spokesmen, Brand X
Manufacturing Co., with Tomschott speaking on their behalf, and Gus Emerson for Pream
Flights Mfg. Tom Wright, the host of the Conference also spoke as an expert on
economic affairs and the trademark question. A formal program was held on Saturday
evening at which excellent Sonoma Valley wines were served. A panel comprised of the
above named persons spoke on behalf of their respective organizations concerning
their efforts at offering alternative disc products and organizations willing to
work for player's interests. The first serious effort at a non-Wham 0 tournament
series was announced (reported on below), which of course, is ours,and our tournament
committee Chairman, Rick Kovacic laid out the details on that.

Tom Wright gave a speach detailing how Wham-o appears to be monopolizing the
sport disc market. One of the keys to this control is the fact that they have a
registered trademark on the word Frisbee. Most people agree that this term is con-
sidered by the public and players as the common descriptive term for the discs we
use (regardless of manufacturer) and the sports we play. By claiming exclusive
access to the word, other manufacturers and tournament promoters are unable to com-
municate with the public by using a word which they readily understand.

It was no coincidence that earlier that day a Wham—0 employee handed Tom a letter
from the legal counsel of Wham-o requesting that Tom cease his generic use of the
term. Those in attendance at the conference were made aware of this letter and dis-
cussion ensued as to what the response of the playing community should be to this
challenge over use of the word. It was resolved that all players should continue to
freely use the word frisbee as a generic term for discs and disc sports (i.e. frisbee
freestyle), as it was felt that this word has passed into the public domain due to
years of use as a generic. It was pointed out that past actions by Wham—o have
encouraged generic use, such a naming their magazine "Frisbee World" for two years,
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promoting two books,.Frisbee, and Frisbee by the Masters (forward by a Wham-o employee:
and other such actions.

The solidarity of the conference was codified the next day into a petition,
which has been labeled by some as the "Declaration of Interdependence." In the
petition it was resolved that the undersigned would support the formation of a non-

profit group to advance the sport of frisbee, acknowledging that frisbee is the name
of the sports we play. One of the recognized goals is to open up the sport market
and keep it open. The group will be designed to allow players‘ decisions to deter-
mine the directions that will be taken to promote the freedom of all frisbee sports.
It will function as an umbrella organization for groups such as the FPA, UPA, FLOW,
and the GPA. The suggested name for the group was the United Flyers. The petition
also acknowledged that the undersigned understand that a commitment of time, aware-
ness and financial support would be crucial to our success. A publication called
"The Real Flyer" was designated the communicative organ of the organization. Play-
ers were also asked to collect all evidence they could find that the word Frisbee is
the common descriptive name of the sports we play and the impliments used to play
them. Sixty-eight people signed this petition on Sunday of the conference.

The confernece represents a highly charged prelude to an exciting season ahead.
The mood of the conference will no doubt permeate much of the disc activities this
year as all disc sports continue to assert autonomy, and players begin to truly take
part in the advancement of frisbee sports. Look for an article in the next issue of
Flying Disc Magazine giving a more complete coverage of the Conference.

 

The FPA Freestyle Series: Leading the way in independent disc activities for the
coming year will be our own tournament series. Prior, during, and after the Sonoma
Conference I met with various members of our tournament committee to bash out the
details of the series. This entailed spending l0 full days with committee chairman
Kovacic in Denver, Boulder, Fort Collins, Sonoma and Los Angeles, as well as all
highways in between. As Rick and I continually yelled and screamed at each other,
FPA member Rick Castiglia did a fine job of refereeing and adding thoughtful sug-
gestions.

The product of these talks and an incredible amount of leg work by Kovacic is a

plan to host five tournaments featuring freestyle, and be affiliated with a sixth,
the World Flying Disc Championships in Santa Cruz. We plan to schedule at least 3
freestyle events at all the tournaments we host. They are as follows: On Memorial
Day weekend (May 25-26) we hope to start out the series in either L.A. or Texas. L.A.
would be nice but we are having trouble securing a site. People in Texas have better
access to sites and also have more organization, so they could very well host our
first tournament. The events planned for this one are open pairs, women's paris and
mixed pairs.(man-woman). An alternative event, probably a power event, will also be
held. On June lh-15 weekend, Bobby Jones will direct a tournament in West Palm
Beach,Florida hosting open pairs, women's pairs and mixed pairs. On July Hth week-
end Tom Wright will direct the Colorado Springs tournament which will have open,
womens and co-op events. On the July 25-26th weekend we will be in London, Ontario
for Jim Kenner's excellent annual tournament, hosting open, womens and co-op events.
This date maybe subject to change as it presently conflicts with the NAS tournament
in Rochester. August 7-10 will be the Santa Cruz tournament. We will sanction this
tourney and it will have womens and open freestyle, but will still emphasis overall
competition. Then on the weekend of August 30 and September 1st. we hope to have
the World Freestyle Championships in Northern California, site still undetermined.
At this one, all freestyle events will be contested. At the series tournaments list-
ed'above, an alternative event, most likely golf, will be scheduled, so as to make
the tournaments worth while to as many players as possible.

The tournaments will be open to all FPA members, including the World Champion-
ships. Non-members will pay a higher entry fee. Entry fees will range between $15
and $25 dollars depending on the amount of prize money available. Kovacic is
presently working full time at lining up sponsors for money prizes and material
goods for the players. Players should be aware of the very difficult task Rick faces
in interesting potential money sponsors in a speculative venture such as this. We
must prove ourselves in our first year before we can have any kind of bargaining
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position with potential sponsors. Player support and cooperation are crucial to our
success.

Control of this entire endevor has been placed in the hands of Rick. (See vote
results below). I have known Rick for four years and as of late have spent hours(days!) talking with him, and I am convinced that he possesses the best promotional
and organizational talent in this business. He is presently working full time for
our benefit on a promised budget from us of only $50.00 per month. That amount hard-
ly covers his necessary phone calls. He has agreed to work for us under these con-
ditions anyway at great financial risk to himself. We owe him our best efforts in
assisting him anyway we can, and in understanding the difficult tasks he must face.

We will be drafting sanctioning agreements that will cover the involvement of
the individual tournament directors, the national promoter—co—ordinator (Rick) and
the FPA. Responsibilitiesand potential compensations will be spelled out in them,
and they will be available for inspection by the membership. We will do our best to
keep all of you up to date on any new developments in the series. For now we can
only hope that all of you will get behind it and help us move freestyle into a new
decade of exciting competition. Discs and shirts promoting the series will be avail-
able in Santa Barbara through regional representatives Larry Imperiale and Lester
Llyod. Buy them!

N.A.S. Meets - Non-Product §pecific?: Those of you who have been following this news-
letter and have been attending Wham-o's North American Series are well aware of the
fact that only Wham-o discs can be used. Well, hold on to your seats gang because
such is no longer the case. FPA member Dan "the Stork" Roddick, who you all know as
the director of the IFA, has finally convinced the "higher ups" at Wham-o that the
product specific policy is no longer in the best interests of Wham-o.

I'm sure many factors went into encouraging Wham-o to change their product speci-fic policy. Public disapproval by player groups such as our own certainly played
some part. Private discussions and correspondence directed at Wham-o employees in
recent weeks may have also had some impact. IFA representatives, including the Stork,
attended the Somona Conference, and certainly must have been impressed with playersolidarity against their strong-hold on our sports.

This recent development demonstrates a number of important points. First of all,
we as players, when we are organized and determined, do have considerable power to
affect our future. There is much we can do when we work together. Secondly, Wham-o
is not the insensitive, profit hungry, corporate ogre that many of us would like to
believe. Some of their past policies have certainly been against our interests and
we have been quick on this end to challenge them. We will continue that policy in
the future. However credit must be given where it is due. They have only recently
appreciated the wisdom of listening to us, but one of our number has been working on
them along these lined for years. It was no doubt he that delivered our message to
the owners of Wham-o and convinced them that if they are to have any tournaments at
all they must be non-product specific. For all you have done along these lines Stork,I can only say, thanks for listening to us and doing what was right. We are verygrateful.

New Freest le Disc on the Horizon: Disc Craft Manufacturing Company has thrown itsbid Into the freestyle disc market with its exciting new Sky-Styler. Jim Kenner of
Disc Craft was kind enough to send me a proto-type to test fly and I found this disc
to be a totally new direction in freestyle discs. ‘

In size it weighs approximently 160 grams and is slightly smaller in diameter
than a Floater or a lid. The outside edge of its rim will kiss the inside edge of alid, but it will not fit inside. The rim is a bit deeper in relation to its size
than either of its predecessors, and this seems to facilitaterim work. The deeperrim allowed me a better grip and therfore considerable Z's, even though there is no
friction surface along the top of the rim. The top surface has a delay area approx-imently 5 inches in diameter, sflrrounded by a slightly recessed ring where the pro-duct identification will appear. The underside delay surface takes slick very well
and breaks in quickly. Its lighter weight and more pronounced rim make it a bit
easier to catch.
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Jim has told me that the particular disc I have is not the finished product.
Other alterations are still to be made. One of the things I noticed about the disc
is that the flight plate seems to be a bit heavy for the surface area of the disc.
when doing tipping or brushing moves this extra weight is noticeable on your hand.
Also, the disc tends to be slightly overstable inflight, a possible result of its
deeper profile. Jim is aware of these problems and is at work on the mold to
correct them.

In my opinion the Sky-Styler represents a real alternative to the other "big"
discs because of its smaller diameter and lighter weight. It is big enough so that
you are not sacrificingmargin of error advantages that one gets with the lid or
Floater, and yet its smaller size and weight add the advantages that smaller discs
lend to a quicker game. As soon as these discs are ready for production I will be
ordering 200 for us. Prices will be announced when known.

Judging meeting in Sonoma: On Monday following the Sonoma Conference, a jam and
judging meeting was held for about 20 FPA members. Discussion on modifications of
the judging procedures from last year produced the following ideas: The basic con-

cept of component judging (splitting the judging duties into separate criteria such
as difficulty and presentation) was endorsed, but with some dramatic changes. First
of all, the system we used last year had a component called "categories" which re-
quired players to represent nine different basic areas of play in their routine. This
categories component was part of the evolution of the idea that variety is a value
that should be scored in a routine.

After discussing this idea at the meeting, the concensus was that we should do
away with th category component, as well as any other form of scoring variety. It
was felt that requiring people to perform certain categories, even basic ones, was
too restrictive and aesteticallyunnecessary. It was argued that players are per-
fectly capable of performing a diverse and beautiful routine without including a
given category, and should not be penalized for doing so. Players should be granted
the freedom to include what ever they want in their routine. It was also recognized
that presentation, when properly judged, would penalize players who were overly
repetitive because of lack of skill or judgement. Look in part III of the Forum for
this issue, as it will be up for discussion next month.

The presentation component was unanimously endorsed, but many felt that it was
not functioning properly last year. It was pointed out that too much emphasis was

placed on execution errors, and not enough sensitivity was directed towards sublte
errors or artistic impression in the routine. The net effect was that presentation,
as it was being judged last year, amounted to an execution category from our old
days. Various ideas were offered to correct this situation. First of all, build in
a mechanism of giving plus points for exquisite interpretation or extra effort
while one is performing a given move. While our system last year had such a plus
point mechanism, it was rarely used by the judges. It was felt that judges should
be ready to give such plus points to subtle elements of sytle that add to the over-
all aestitic appeal of freestyle, such as a pointed toe, a fully extended leg or a
planted foot spin.

Another idea that would make presentation more sensitive would be to have deduc-
tions beefed up for execution errors that are less than drops but still errors in
presentation. This would tend to encourage players to be moreconscious of how they
look when they make a catch, besides just concentrating on "putting it in the bag”.

One of the major changes in ‘pesentation that was suggested was to some how have
the score reflect the quality of the routine as a whole. In other words, what kind
of artistic impression did the routine as a whole (music, choreograhpy, stage pre-
sence, energy, flow) make on the judges. While no mechanics were developed to build
into the system, all agreed that our current judging system dissects a routine too
thoroughly and sometines fails to see the forest through the trees.

I have given a lot of thought to this proposal, and because I feel that it
raises an important point, I have devised a means by which our judging system can
reflect the overallconcept of a routine. The idea is borrowed from figure skating
and I feel it can work for us. Presently we have a panel of judges, half of whom
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Score difficulty, half scaring presentation. The highest attainable score is 20, 10
for each category. I propose that each judge on the panel give an additional score
on a scale from 1 to 5, in a category called artistic impression. The artistic
impression score would reflect the quality of a routine as a whole. Criteria to be
considered would be, how well did the group use their music, what effect did their
routine as a whole create, what kind of energy did they acheive and convey, how well
did they stage themselves, ect. The effect of this third category is to force the
judging panel to take notice of the routine as a whole, and also adds a subjective
element to our system, which many have claimed is unreasonable in its quest for ob-
jectivity. This also makes the highest attainable score 25, not 20. As in ice
skating, judges will give their technical score (either in difficulty or presentation)
and their artistic impression score. This concept will be presented for discussion
for next month. Let me know how you feel.

Also, please send any other comments that you wish to contribute on judging, as
I hope to have our 1980 judging manuel complete by April of this year. Send in any
ideas for simplified systems also. I have offered two in part III of this Forum.

There were a few more suggestions made at our judging meeting. They deal with
improving player relations and in giving our finals programs a more professional
look. In the finals program, it was suggested that we bring all the finalists to the
middle of the field before the program starts and introduce them to the crowd. Before
they leave the field, they would then get together in a huddle and offer words of
encouragement to each other, psyche each other up, and begin the competition as
friends. Not only will this get the crowd psyched, but it may tend to bring out
better play in our finalists. This will also be put up for discussion next month.

PART I — §§_ults from La't”K3tg_
l.) FPA Director hip - Our fir t election for director of the FPA added legitimacy
to the .position and also established that at least one individual, Dennis Loftus,
believes in himself and the sport enough to dedicate himself to it. The two persons
running for the position were Dennis and myself. 76 members took part in the election.
69 voted for me, 6 for Dennis and one abstained. Daryl Elliot, our ethics committee
chairman (see below) received and compiled this information and then sent it to me.
He will continue to compile election votes for any posts we create in the future,
except the one he holds. I would like to thank Dennis for the concern for all of us
he has shown by running for what I assure you is a difficult job. And of course I
would like to thank all of you who have formally placed your confidnece in me for
another year.

2.) §§ptioning Product Specific Tournaments - 80 members took part in the voting on
all these proposed issues. 59 members were against the FPA sanctioning any tourna-
ment that requires the use of only one brand of disc. 17 members were in favor of
sanctioning product specific tournaments, and M persons abstained. This issue was
no doubt directed at the Wham-o policy of product specific tournaments they employed
in the past. As reported earlier, they have since changed this policy to open the
way for all brands of discs to be used in their tournaments.

3.) Other judging systems - Shall the FPA endorse other judging systems besides the
one we are currently at work on for high level play? Of the 80 persons who voted on
this issue, 73 were in favor of developing and endorsing other systems, 3 were oppos-
ed and H abstained. The resolution of this issue will allow us to develop simplified
systems to be used at local level competitions for judging less than world champion-
ship play. We can also expand our horizons by developing judging systems to accom-
madate whole new freestyle events, such as beach freestyle, or roller freestyle (yes?
watch Krae Van Sickle!) Check partIII of this Forum for two versions of a simplified
system to be discussed for next month.
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H.) Ethics Committee - 71 persons were in favor of the ethics committee as outlined
in the last Forum, 7 were opposed and 2 abstained. Of those that were against the
idea of the committee there were some who were very explicit in why they opposed the
committee. Others who did not formally vote did express views to me that were against
this committee. The crux of the sentiment against this comittee is the fear that
it will turn into a "gestapo" or police force. Some feared its ineffectiveness. I
assure you that neither Daryl or myself have any plans to set up a police force. The
aim of the ethics committee is not to act as an executive force, but more as a re-
search, development and diplomatic force. This committee is meant to be a response
to the realization that there is a unique character to freestyle and freestylists
and we would like to do all we can to preserve this without breaching our principals
in the process. Above all we want to head off the very dangerous possibilitees that
appeared last season where freestylists turned against each other and lost their
perspective on the real rewards of our sport. Any of you who have a real problem
with the idea of this committee, or would simply like to find out more about it or
contribute ideas as to what the committee should do, please write Daryl Elliot or me.

The vote on members of the committee approved all three proposed members. The
results are below. Some people refrained from voting at all on them for various
reasons, so there are different numbers of total votes cast for each. Daryl Elliot
was approved as chairperson by 63 votes, M voted against him. Chris Swank received
M7 votes, with 3 against. Patti Hipsky received 53 votes for, 4 against.

5.) Tournament Committee — The wisdom of establishing a tournament committee escaped
none of the participating votes, as all 80 voted yes on this issue. All five members
proposed to serve on the comittee were overwhelmingly approved, but again, some
voters did not vote in situations where they felt they did not know the person. Thus
there are differences in total votes for each candidate. Rick Kovacic was approved
as chairperson, 68 votes for, 2 against. Gus Emerson was approved 67 for, 3 against.
Tom Wright, 67 for 3 against. Tom Schott, 58 for, 8 against. Jim Kenner, 68 for,
3 against.

6.) Judging and Rules Committee — 75 members were in favor of establishing a judging
and rules committee, 2 were against, and 3 abstained. 23 persons were in favor of
having Jim Palmeri as the chariperson, 2 were in favor of having Don Vaughn chair-
person, and 50 members voted for Don and Jim to serve as co-chairpersons. Unfortun-
ately for us, Don has contacted me and expressed a desire not to serve on this com-

mittee. We are therefore placed in the position of relying solely on Jim to head
the committee for now. However, there seems to be generally recognized wisdom in
having 2 chairpersons, one from each coast, to serve on this very important committee.
As of now, there is no one who is willing to fulfill this task from the west coast.
If someone is willing to do so, please contact me. As for members to this committee,
this is one which we should all be willing to contribute to, as this comittee
handles one of our most important functions. Feel free to contribute ideas and your
time to develop and impliment judging.

Part II - Dijcussign of current issues

1.) Novice division - Most of those who responded to the question of whether we should
establish a novice division felt that we should. It was felt that this would encourag
more newcomers to enter freestyle events. Members of the UFOS such as Don Dutton and
Mary Ann Bowman have told me that novice divisions have worked well at the past Indian
Summer tournaments. But some problems were raised concerning what we would consider
a novice, and who would judge them. These problems and others would be solved by
structuring the novice competition as follows (this method was suggested by a number
of people): run the first round of freestyle (open division) with all players toget-
her. The players who fail to advance to the semi-final round would move into a new
bracket for novice or less proficient players, and they would play each other in an-
other round to determine the champion of this alternate division. There are several
advantages to this set up. It gives these new players the opportunity to play against
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the best for one round for the experience. It also gives them the opportunity to get
judging experience from other more experienced players. The need for a separate
preliminary round for the novice division would also be eliminated. This idea will
be up for vote on the ballot.

2.) Other events at our tournaments - No one was really dead set against having other
events at our tournaments for the first year. As outlined earlier, each of the
tournaments we host will most likely have on "outside" event (probably golf) in
addition to three freestyle events. This is designed to encourage more people to
play in our tournaments. Other events will not be part of our World Championships,
nor will we plan on offering non-freestyle events in tournaments we host in the
future. We still may sanction freestyle events in tournaments hosted by others that
may have non-freestyle events such as the Santa Cruz Flying Disc Classic. We would
like to present this issue on the ballot just to get an indication of what people
think of these ideas.

3.) Regional Representatives - We still need to find regional reps. for the following
areas: the mid-Atlantic region, the South Central region (Texas, Okla., Ark., Louis.)
the North-West region and the Mid-West region (Colo., Wyoming, Utah). If you feel
that you would like to serve as a rep of one of tnese regions please contact me. It
is our hope that the regional representatives program will develop into an important
part of our internal organization. It can help us to raise funds, facilitate
communication and extend our influence to more freestyle meets.

'Part III — Proposed issues for next month

1.) Development of a simplified system — Having approved the concept of endorsing
other judging systems, our next task is to develop one. A simplified system is need-
ed to be applied at smaller tournaments. Rightnow there are two proposed simplified
systems that we can discuss and decide upon. A summary of them are as follows:
a) The Rank—Voting System - To be used in NAS competition this year, developed by
Stork. A complete description of this system appears in the Nov./Dec. 1979 issue of
Frisbee d. World. Briefly, it works as follows: assuming it is being used to judge
a final a relatively large number of players (between 20 and 60 players) not quali-
fying for the final would act as judges. Judges are provided with a sheet having a

orksheet on one side, and a ballot on the other. During the performances judges
keep whatever notes they deem appropriate. After all routines, each judge must
submit a ranking of the top four teams. The voting of all judges is added together
with first place worth A pts., second - 3, third - 2 and fourth place, 1 point. The
totals determine the places. Please check out Friz World if you have questions on this
system.b) The Simplified Component System — This system is based on our more complicated
system only much more streamlined. A fixed panel of approximately 12 judges would
be divided among gifficulty, variety and presentation components. (Variety is in-
cluded hereas a component because variety or lack of it becomes a more important
factor in less than world class play and presentation, as scored here would probably
not be sensitive enough to account for needless repetition). Information would be
provided to each judge explaining what to look for in their respective category.
Judges in a given category would assign each performance a number from l to 10 based
on thier own judgement. (No formal computations would be required. They simply give
a number value in the respective category for each performance). The scores of all
the judges in a given category are averaged and them added with the average scores of
the other two categories to give a total score based on a possible 30 points.

These are two proposals for simplified judging. If you wish to discuss them or
submit ideas for others send along your views with this months ballot.

2.) Abolishing variety and categories concepts — Concerning our more sophisticated
system, are you in favor of eliminating the concepts of variety as a scored component
(which would also include eliminating the caregories requirement used last year)?
See a brief discussion of this in the general news section of the Forum under Sonoma
Judging meeting.
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3.) Artistic impression category - Are you in favor of the 5 point artistic impres-
sion category as was outlined in the general news section of this Forum?

 

H.) Freestyle disc standards - Do you believe that the FPA should mandate standards
for discs allowed to be used in sanctioned competition? This issue was prompted by
inquiries from manufacturers as to what size and features on discs would be accept-
able for FPA competition. A few have also requested that once we approve their disc
for freestyle, they be allowed to advertise that fact on their product packaging. I
am interested in what you people think about entering into this new area of regula-
tion. The manufacturers point out that advertising that their disc has FPA approval
for competition would lend legitimacy to both our organization and their disc.
Certainly all discs we presently use (the entire Wham—o line, the Floater, and the
Disc Craft Discs) would seem to be suitabel for competition. But how about discs
with special features such as a T-bird or a pyra-disc? Do we want to keep competition
open to such discs? Do we even wan; to consider such questions? Let me know.

 
I was really impressed with player response to the last Forum and hope for an

equally strong showing this time. The season has begun and we have much work to
finish. I wish you all luck in the coming year and hope to meet with as many new
members as possible. Keep in touch.

Together we fly,

D. Marini

- - - - - - - - - — — - - — - - — - — tear here — — - - - - - — - - - - - - - - -

BALLOT

1.) Are you in favor of raising our membershipf fee to $5.00?
()Yes _()No

2.) Are you in favor of a novice division at FPA tournaments?

( ) Yes ( ) No

Do you favor structuring the division such that all players play in the same

prelim round, with those not qualifying for the semis than being given the
opportunity to compete in another round in the novice category?

( ) Yes ( ) No

3.) Are you in favor of allowing one nnn—freestyJe event to be held at each
tournament we host this year?

( ) Yes ( ) No

Please send ballot and comments to 90 Morton Ave, #15, Albany, NY 12202

Please send no later than March 22, 1980
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