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By Reid Warren
You're standing on the tee of Hole 7

at the Blackburn Park disc golf course

near Dahlonega, staring up the side of a

North Georgia mountain. You've got
more than 300 feet uphill to the pin, with
sentry-like trees lining both sides of a

narrow fairway. Even ifyou crank a drive
down (or is that up?) the middle and

avoid a disastrous nick

TOUGH ENOUGH:
GEORGIA’S HARDEST HOLES

state. At least, E.T. and I say that it is

after we each ranked in order what we felt
were the eight toughest holes in Georgia

and came up with a composite Top 5. We

also ranked the holes at three of our local
courses -- Redan Park, Wills Park and

Blackburn Park -- from hardest to easiest,

and compiled composite results.

We figured that since ball golf
courses rank their holes

 

or roll, you still have to
overcome heaving lungs
and burning legs to
somehow reach a basket
tucked over the top of
the hill. To walk away
with a three on your
scorecard here -- even in

never been birdied, I
don't think.

Blackburn Park _ the
toughest disc golfhole in
the state of Georgia? Or
is the toughest hole currently the longest
one, the 520-plus feet of undulating
fairway and trees of Hole 15 at Redan
Park in Dekalb County? Or maybe to play
the toughest hole you have to head to the

coast, where Hole 10 at Pendleton King
Park in Augusta snakes lengthily through
a forest of trees to a well-protected basket
situated a few steps from a road. And
what about Hole 16 at Wills Park in
Alpharetta, a 410-foot immediate anhyzer
boomer/roller over and around trees, light
poles and baseball diamonds?

OK, if you must know, Hole 7 at
Blackburn Park is the hardest hole in the

 

 
GEORGIA'S 5

HARDEST HOLES

1)Hole 7, Blackburn Park
2)Hole 15, Redan Park
3)Hole 10, Pendleton King Park
4)Hole 12, Blackburn Park

doubles -- is a treat. It's |) Hole 16, Wills Park
Hole 10, Blackburn Park

Runners up: Hole 9, Blackburn; j
i tet 9 os Holes 1, 2, 3, 5, Redan; Holes 1,\3

7, Pen-King; Hole 4, Oregon Park}

otont tm aan
3 from hardest to easiest,

@ we could too. Figuring
} out the very hardest or

3 very easiest hole on a

course is usually easy

2 but it gets tricky after
3 that. This is an exercise
3 that will start
arguments, not finish
# them, as well as one

that needs to be done

¢ with an eraser.

We ranked all holes
sma based on the course's

championship _ layout,
meaning the long tees at Wills Park and

Redan's longest pin settings. The biggest

factor in gauging hole difficulty seemed

to be distance; let's face it, generally
speaking the farther away a hole is the

harder it gets. But judging how difficult a

hole is also depends on such other factors

as tightness of the fairway, out-of-bounds
potential, pin location, wind potential and

other challenges. You have to look not
only at how easya birdie is, but also how
possible a bogey and beyond is. Also,
holes change. Both E.T. and I probably
wouldn't have ranked Hole 2 at Redan as

(Continued on page 3)

 

 

 

FLYING START 1

LIVES UP TO NAME

By Reid Warren
I have to admit that after E.T. and I

scheduled our benefit tournament, Flying
Start 1 for Feb. 6 we got a little antsy

about the weather. It hasn't been a balmy
winter in Atlanta and a nasty day was

forecast for tournament Sunday. We

feared a frigid rain, an empty parking lot
and a box ofdiscs and merchandise taking
up permanent residence in E.T.'s truck.

Fear not. In exchange for about 20

minutes of light drizzie we received 3

hours of golf, fairly mild temps, a fine
turnout of 47 players, some old and new

faces, a good reception, a lot of fun and a

player's first ace. We'll take that anytime.
Many thanks to all who showed up;

you made the event a success. Our goals

with these tournaments are to play some

(Continued on page 2)
 

 

FLYING START 2:
REDAN DOUBLES
You may not be able to pick your

relatives but you can pick your golfing
partner at Flying Start 2, a doubles

tournament sponsored by Flying South
set for Sunday, May 1, at Redan Park.

We're going to play two rounds of pick-
your-partner doubles starting at 10 a.m.

Entry fee will be $10 a team for
Open, Advanced and perhaps Masters and

$7 a team for Amateur. There will be a

cash payout for all divisions as well as

other disc golf goodies to give out. A
small portion of entry fees will go toward
course maintenance.

Registration for Flying Start 2 will
begin at 9:15 a.m. We hope to see you
there!
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(Continuedfrom page 1 HARDEST HOLES)

our third-hardest hole if it hadn't gotten a testy new pin position

recently.
We both agreed Blackburn's Hole 7 was the hardest in the

state, followed by Hole 15 at Redan and Hole 10 at Augusta (have

either of those ever been birdied?). We parted ways slightly after

that, with our combined rankings putting Hole 12 at Blackburn as

the fourth toughest and placing Holes 10 at Blackburn and 16 at

Wills in a tie for the state's fifth toughest. Also getting

consideration were Hole 9 at Blackburn, Holes 2, 5 and 13 at

Redan, Hole 7 at Augusta and Hole 4 at Cobb County's Oregon

Park. We didn't include the long pin of Hole 1 in Augusta in our

rankings because it wasn't used in the last Augusta Classic

tournament (thankfully), but it is definitely one of the hardest in

the state when its pin is pushed back to a tiny patch of grass right

by a road intersection.
We also had no disagreement on the hardest holes at Wills,

Redan and Blackburn, and you probably don't either. We felt Hole

7 at Blackburn was obviously the toughest hole there, while Hole

15 at Redan and Hole 16 at Wills were definitely the toughest

holes on their respective courses. We varied, sometimesa lot,

after that though. Our biggest difference was on Hole 14 at Redan.

I ranked it as the eighth-hardest hole while Ed ranked it as the

14th-hardest hole. We also varied a lot on Hole 4 at Blackburn

(E.T.'s seventh-hardest but only my 12th-hardest) and Hole 17 at

Wills (E.T.'s fifth-hardest but my 1 1th-hardest).

Picking the easiest holes was pretty easy. We both ranked

Hole 13 at Blackburn as its easiest, we both rated Hole 16 at

Redan as its easiest, and Hole 5 at Wills got my easiest vote and

E.T.'s second-easiest vote.
The only way to find out just how hard a course's holes are is

to keep track of scores for a long time. It'd be interesting to rank

Redan's holes based on several months worth of Second Saturday

scores, and then see how that stacks up against our opinions. Of
course, on any given day, one hole can playa lot harder than it
usually does. After our recent Flying Start 1 tournament, for
example, I compiled stroke averages for each hole based on the

scores of 28 Open and Advanced players. It may not surprise you

that Hole 16 played the hardest that day, but it may surprise you

that Hole 6, which we ranked as just the 11th hardest hole, was the

second hardest that day. What really pushed Hole 6's stroke

average up was two players taking a 6 and 7 on the hole. We won't

mention any names, ofcourse, unless these players fail to meet our

blackmail demands.
Check out our rankings and see what you think. There are

probably some that you agree with and some that you disagree

with. And, who knows, maybe someday soon we'll have a bunch

of new disc golf holes in the area that we can argue about. Now
that would be my idea of meaningful conversation.

“I suppose discs have a lot more time alone than regular
frisbees simply because they’re thrown so much farther. An

average fairway throw may be 100 yards. While waiting for its

owner to retrieve it after a particularly lengthy toss the disc gets

that personal reflection time that a regular frisbee only dreams

about each time it rolls away” — Jonathan Harris, “Flying
Blind,” Topside Loaf, Nov. 13

Ci ea a

THE HOLE STORY: 3 COURSES
Here are the holes of Blackburn, Wills and Redan ranked from
hardest to easiest by E.T. and Reid. We both ranked each course and

averaged the results. As you can see, there were several ties in the

rankings.

 

 

Blackburn Wills Park Redan
Hardest 1 -Hole7 1 - Hole 16 1 -Hole 15

2 -Hole 12 2 -Hole 1 2 -Hole 1

- Hole 10 - Hole 7 - Hole 2

4 -Hole9 - Hole 8 4 -Hole 13

5 -Hole5 5 -Hole3 5 -Hole5
- Hole 16 6 - Hole 10 6 -Hole4

7 -Hole 11 7 -Hole 17 7 -Hole 10

- Hole 15 8 - Hole 11 8 -Hole3
9 -Hole6 9 -Hole 18 9 -Hole7

- Hole 4 - Hole 14 - Hole 17

- Hole 18 11 - Hole 12 11 - Hole 14

12 - Hole3 - Hole 6 12 - Hole6
13 - Hole2 13 - Hole 13 - Hole9

- Hole 8 14 - Hole 15 14 - Hole 8

- Hole 14 15 - Hole 2 15 - Hole 12

v 16 - Hole 17 - Hole 4 16 - Hole 18

- Hole 1 - Hole 9 17 - Hole 11

Easiest 18 - Hole 13 18 - Hole 5 18 - Hole 16

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE
1994 TRIPLE CROWN SERIES

Introducing the
hottest mini to

soar into the disc
market—

Little
Flyers

Manufactured with recycled plastic, these
rugged flyers are a must for your next promotion.
Use your own artwork or logo to customize these
unique minis for your next event, or as a business
card they’ll never forget!

Overall diameter—4.35”
Printing diameter—3”

Average weight—35 grams
MEETS PDGA MINI MARKER GUIDELINES

11 DISC COLORS—11 TRANSFER COLORS
PRICES AS LOW AS 50¢ EACH*

AND NO SET-UP OR DIE CHARGES!!!
CALL OR WRITE FOR PRICES AND INFO-

LITTLE FLYERS
1911 MONROE ST., INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46229

(317) 894-3845

 
 *50¢ is for 501-1000 discs—all artwork must be camera ready—50% down required
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Well, here we are, dude!
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4) In disc golf, a “bad lie" is an awkward stance or shot. In figure

skating, a "bad lie" is what Tonya Harding's been telling.

3) Disc golfers would never whine about getting paid to go to

DisneyWorld.

2) In disc golf, the term "in jail" means your disc has landed in a bad

spot behind some trees. In figure skating, "in jail" is where Tonya

Harding's gonna land.

And, the No. 1 reason why disc golf is better than figure skating:

1) A triple Gilooly looks real bad on your scorecard.

REASONS DISC
GOLF IS BETTER
THAN FIGURE
SKATING by Reid Warren

5) In disc golf, a hole in one is how

you describe your most thrilling shot. In figure skating, a hole in

one is how you describe Nancy Kerrigan's knees.

    
Skipper the Frisbee dog is converted to free safety.

 

LOCAL ACTION

REDAN PARK
Jan. 8: 2ND SATURDAY, 32 entrants
TD: Mark Johnston
Asst TD: Tom Campbell
Open: 15 entrants

 

1)J. Akins* 55, 47-102
2)B. Hammock 52, 50-102
3)J. McCarthy 53, 53-106

4)R. Warren* 59, 52-111

5)D. Giese 58, 53-111

Advanced: 4 entrants
1)A. Andriotto 59, 55-114
2)T. Kratzer 59, 57-116
Amateur: 13 entrants
1)G. Defauw 59, 55-114
2)G. Kendall 60, 58-118
3)R. Lindsay 63, 61-124
3)R. Braun 62, 62-124
5)C. Harrah* 68, 59-127
6)B. Hightower 65, 62-127
Brrrr... 32 golfers braved temps in the upper
30s and 20-30 mph wind gusts, with holes 1-5

playing looong. Jim Akins edges Brad
Hammockforfirst on their sixth playoffhole.

Jay McCarthy shows well in first Open
venture. C. Sikorski closest to pin on #3; D.
Giese CTP on #11. G. Defauw would have

tiedforfirst in Advanced. Ace fund over $185!
Feb. 12: 2ND SATURDAY, 39 entrants
TD: M. Johnston
Asst TD: T. Campbell
Open: 21 entrants
1)B. Hammock
2)T. Campbell
3)R. Warren
3)E. Thomas
5)C. Roediger*
6)B. Benton*
7)R. Kelley
Advanced: 3 entrants

43, 48-91
51, 51-102
53, 50-103
50, 53-103
51, 53-104
51, 53-104
52, 52-104

1)J. Myers* 55, 54-109

2)G. Defauw 56, 53-109

Amateur: 15 entrants
1)R. Braun 56, 53-109

2)D. Rousseau 55, 56-111

3)G. Kendall* 54, 60-114
4)B. Hightower 57, 57-114

5)J. Degive 57, 58-115

6)C. Harrah 61, 61-122

7)K. Misiak 62, 61-123

7)V. Sohaili 68, 55-123

The day didn't quite live up to forecast of
partly cloudy and 60s, but misty mid-40s day

didn't stop Brad Hammockfrom tuning upfor
Florida's Triple Crown. Is 17 under a Second

Saturday record? Strong Open turnout,
including enough for separate Masters
division. Brian Benton bags in Open debut; J.

Degive holds CTP on #4 for two rounds and
R. Kelley does same on #1. Ace fund over

$200! Where are the ladies?
BLACKBURN PARK
Feb. 27: LAST SUNDAY
TD: David Callihan
Open: 7 entrants
1)M. Jordan 53, 17-70 $45

2)B. Hendricks 56, 16-72 $25

3)J. McCarthy 57, 16-73 $10

Advanced (8 entrants)
1)R. Braun 58, 21-79 $17.50

1)T. Driskel 59, 20-79 $17.50

3)J. Myers 62, 21-83 $5

Let's hear itfor the hardy souls who hiked the

hills in the year's first Last Sunday
tournament at Blackburn Park. Format was

one 18-hole round plus another six holes, 13

through 18.

FLYING START 1

TDs: E.T. and Reid
Open: 11 players
1)B. Hammock

 

45, 15-60

2)R. Kelley
3)T. Campbell*
4)J. McCarthy
Advanced: 17 players
1)C. Warren*
2)C. Byrnes
3)C. Hemby
4)B. Benton
5)T. Driskel
6)R. Eberhard
Amateur: 8 players
1)C. McCullough
2)B. White
3)J. Barringer*
4)V. Raia
Women: 3 players
1)J. Taylor
Novice: 6 players
1)R. Myers
2)G. Hershinow
3)N. Shavone
Junior: 1 player
1)D. Eberhard
SLUSH BOWL

TD: John David
Open: 10 entrants
1)P. Zielinski
2)B. Hammock
3)J. McCarthy
4)Paul B.
Masters: 12 entrants
1)E. Thomas
2)R. Warren
3)T. Geib
4)R. Normand
Amateur: 6 entrants
1)T. Driskel
2)C. Byrnes
Women: 4 entrants
1)L. Pace
2)J. Taylor

* Won playoff

50, 14-64
50, 18-68
51, 17-68

50, 17-67
50, 17-67
53, 15-68
55, 15-70
53, 18-71
56, 17-73

53, 15-68
56, 16-72
57, 16-73
57, 17-74

63, 21-84

61, 20-81
57, 25-83
63, 23-86

62

51, 49-100
49, 51-100
61, 52-113
56, 57-113

53, 49-102
49, 54-103
53, 54-107
55, 57-112

57, 59-116
57, 62-119

72, 77-149
77, 78-155
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