
Standard Requirements for Photo Submissions
  In order for your images to be accepted they must adhere to the following requirements:

 1. Photos must be crisply in focus.

 2.  The colors and brightness of the disc (including its graphics and label) must be accurately shown. 
Learn how to take color-balanced photos that are not too dark or too light. Discs that appear too dark  
or light will not be accepted. Learn how to properly show foil stampings and labels. Read the “How to 
Photograph Flying Discs” instructions for guidance on lighting. 

 3.  Photos must bring out the important features of the disc, such as ridges, raised lettering, labels, and 
hot stamps. Start with a single, main light source skimming across the disc. 

 4. Do not use your camera’s flash. Learn how to turn it off.

 5.  Discs must be presented on a neutral background (no garish 
colors, patterns, or textures). Dark gray or black works best for 
most discs, lighter gray for very dark discs)

 6.  Discs propped up away from the background and angled slightly 
from straight on to the camera show best and have a better 
chance of being accepted. Avoid shooting discs straight on. For 
consistancy throughout the site, please angle discs with the right 
side slightly towards the camera as shown in the example. Take a 
look at what’s already shown in the Museum and try to emulate a 
disc that is similar to yours.

 7.  The disc’s graphics, such as lettering and labels must appear  
to be horizontally straight. If labels are crooked to the lettering  
on the disc, in general, make the labels horizontally straight in the 
photo.

 8. The entire disc must be shown. Do not cut off portions of the disc.

 9.  The background must be cropped tightly to the disc leaving only a small, even margin on all sides.

 10. Do not include anything else but the disc in the image unless it is part of the packaging or was 
originally included with the disc. A hand holding a disc or a plate holder is not acceptable.  
All propping devices must be hidden.

 11. If the bottom side of the disc has important features or information, include an image of it. You may 
also submit close up, cropped images of important fine details such as manufacturer’s information.

 12. As a generally rule include only one disc per photo. In rare cases, such as discs issued as sets, you may 
include several discs.*

 13. Home-made displays are generally not allowed. However, framed posters, shadow boxes, or other 
individually displayed discs may be submitted for consideration.*

 14. While images of original retail packaging is encouraged (as long as it is in decent condition), shipping 
cartons are generally not allowed. However, cartons opened to show its contents may be submitted 
for consideration.*

 15. Submitted images must be RGB JPEGs in the range of approximately 700K to 4MB. Do not upload 
TIFFs, GIFs, or PNG files.

 NOTE: Examples of images that would be rejected follow on page 2.

  *Before uploading any of these, email your image to info@flyingdiscmuseum.com or check with the 
gallery Curator for approval.

Putting it all together: An ideal Museum photo



What’s Wrong With These Pictures?
PLENTY! All contain multiple violations of the Standard Requirements for Photo Submissions. None of these images 
would be accepted by our Curators. See below for an explanation of the problems with each image. Carefully read the 
Standard Requirements listed on page 1. For help with setting up and photographing your discs, please read our docu-
ment titled “Photographing Flying Discs” which you can download from our site.

Take a look at what’s already shown in the Museum and try to emulate a disc that is similar to yours.
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Photo 1—Objects (such as this hand) other than discs 
and their packaging are not allowed to be showing in 
the image. Important details of the disc (such as the 
raised lettering) are lost because the lighting is too flat 
(straight on). The background is distracting.

Photo 2— The background is distracting and too much is 
showing: crop the image so only a small, even margin is left 
on all sides. Important details of the disc (such as the raised 
lettering) are lost because the lighting is too flat (straight 
on). The lighting emphasizes the curled label.

Photo 3— The overall color balance is poor making the 
white disc look yellowish. The label is washed out by 
overlighting it. The disc’s graphics are tilted. The back-
ground is too light to contrast with the white disc.  
The block of wood propping up the disc is showing.

Photo 4— The image is overall too dark due to under 
exposure.  The background texture is distracting. The  
lighting is too flat. The disc’s graphics are tilted. Cropping  
is too tight and is uneven. The image is out of focus.


