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First Tee 

Have you gotten your patch yet? We're not talking 
about red badges of courage here either, although 
the philosophical undertones may be as idealistic. 
The patch we mean is the Presidential Sports Award 
"Disc Sports" patch. The President's Council on 
Physical Fitness sponsors a program called the 
Presidential Sports Award (PSA). This program 
challenges everyone to make a commitment to be physically active. In 
return, we all can qualify for awards by simply meeting ''The Challenge" 
in the sport (or sports) of our choice. There are sixty-eight sports in the 
program-racquetball, golf, baseball, canoeing, walking, swimming, etc. 
All of these are ''recognized" sports. (Government money is spent on some 
of them-those that have the most participation within the program.) 
Disc sports (of which disc golf is one) have only recently been added to the 
program. Dan Roddick and Danny Mcinnis (of Wham-0 Sports Promo
tion) and several others have lobbied long and hard to bring disc sports 
into the PSA program. This is an excellent move towards legitimizing our 
sport and bringing all disc sports into the limelight. 

Now, capitalizing on all of this is up to all of us-we all need to earn 
the PSA for disc sports. It's simple. Really! To qualify you'll need to 
''practice flying disc skills a minimum of 50 hours with no more than two 
(2) hours credited to the total per day." "Practice must include work in at 
least three of the recognized events: distance, accuracy, self-caught 
flight, double disc court, golf, freestyle, discathon, ultimate, or guts." See 
how easy it is? The PSA program has a log that you fill out and mail in 
(along with $6.00). Completing 50 hours of disc skills (play) is cake for 
the average disc golfer. (So you can imagine how easy it will be for you!) 
But, as disc golfers, we will need to practice at least two other disc sports 
in order to qualify. I would recommend distance-one trip to the practice 
field (at a minimum) and freestyle-a little throwing session, complete 
with trick throws and catches (before the next round) and you're in there. 
Of course, you might actually like to play other disc sports. In that case, 
you're "in like Flint." 

What's key is that the PSA Disc Sports Award is cool and our partici
pation in the program will help us put disc sports on the map! So get 
your patch and sew it on your bag. Let Uncle Sam know that disc sports 
are for real. This is our chance. - Carlton Howard 

To get your official Presidential Sports Award 
personal fitness log, write: 

Presidential Sports Award 
P. 0. Box 68207 

Indianapolis, IN 46268 
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I appreciate receiving DGWN on a regular basis. I feel it is a superior 
periodical for the disc golf community. I hope that the quality continues as I am 
renewing my subscription for an additional two-year period. 

I would like to congratulate Rick on his recent election as P.D.G.A. Regional 
Director. I do hope that you will not use DGWN as a political publication, but 
continue to use it as a means of communication for the entire community. 

Thomas G. Lowry 
Little Rock, AR 

I finally got the check in the mail-! just couldn't live without DGWN any 
longer. The others are good; DGWN is better! Your extensive tourney schedule 
and variety of articles are of great value. I hope I still get the Spring issue! 

Disc golf is great at Veterans Park in Arlington, Texas. We now have a 
well-organized club and financial stability. Look out for the Veterans Park 
Open this year. 

Keep up the good work and I hope to see you somewhere on the tour. 
Dave Draz 
Hurst, TX 

Here is another two year's worth of funds for fun. Great rag. I really 
enjoyed Gregg's last "putting" article in the Spring '94 issue after I read it 
backwards. And now I've seen him in person at a comedy club in Ft. Meyers, 
Florida. (Don't sit on the front row.) See ya in South Tejas. 

Captain Snap 
Wallops Island, VA 

Thank you for the subscription to Disc Golf World News. In the recent 
Bayville tourney, I played well and was fortunate enough to win the subscrip
tion. I had received your magazine in the past, but had let my subscription 
lapse (doh!). After the tourney was over and the dust had settled, it was most 
enjoyable to read DGWN again. It has an abundance of information that I have 
missed. 

We are headed out of town in a few weeks to play Sherando Park. Hope
fully, this will lead us into uncharted disc golf territory if we are able to play 
Paw Paw, which was unknown to us until I read about it in the Spring issue. I 
plan on calling Spencer to see if it will be available. 

Once again, I send my thanks for the script and I won't have brain fade 
again. Keep up the good work. 

Ronald J. Boch 
Virginia Beach, VA 

Hey Rick, how are you? I figured I better get a check in the mail to renew 
my subscription; I don't want to miss one issue. It's been a long, tough winter 
here in the East and I can't wait to get out there and fling some plastic. Keep 
up the good work on your publication. It's always nice to get it in the mail. 
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Gary Bergman 
Richland, PA 

EXCLUSIVE! Regulation 
size. Galvanized for perma
nent protection. Completely 
portable. Weighs just 301bs. 
Has the same catching 
ability as the D.G.A. single 
chain Pole-Hole*. Includes 
durable plastic chains. 

t/4"" WELDED STEEL 
parts include upper w1re 
assembly. chain and counter 
weight, lower wire basket 
assembly, 5' pole screws 1nto 
a 2' x 2' outdoor, painted, 
5/8" plywood base. 

Pole-Hole* has been fully 
tested and enthusiastlcalty re
cerved by the Disc Golf sports 
world. Used in P.D.GA tour
naments. Currently be1ng 
played on the campuses of 
theUnrversityofCentral Flonda 
and Southwest Texas Unrver
sity. Played on at youth camps 
throughout the country. 
Great for indoor play 1n the 
school gym. 
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Touring Towards Texas 
by Rick Rothstein 

Response to this year's P.D.G.A Super Tour (A-tier) events has been 
strong. So far, nearly every event on the 15-tournament schedule has 
shown increased attendance and prize money, reflecting a trend through
out much of the entire disc golf schedule. 

We've already reported on the Wintertime Open, where Bamba Rico 
overcame his dislike of 150 class play, to win the championship over Sam 
Ferrans and John Ahart. This 16th WTO drew 108 pros and 55 ama
teurs, each up slightly from 1993. Its cash purse totaled just shy of 
$6,000, down about 200 bucks from last year. 

Big Turnout in Raleigh 
The Dogwood Crosstown Classic was held March 25th and 26th. This 

pro-only event (the Am Classic was held two weeks earlier), which is 
produced by the Raleigh Area Disc League usually draws many of the 
best golfers from the east coast. Attendance this year was buoyed by a 
five-man contingent from Florida, headed by world champ Ken Climo, 
making his frrst appearance in Raleigh, North Carolina. 

Neither the Kentwood nor the Cedar Hills courses are long with only 
three of the 36 holes exceeding 300 feet. Accuracy and good putting are 
the keys to successful play. 

8 

Climo jumped all over the easier Kentwood with a solid, but not 

by Dave Hesselberth 

Ken Climo autographs minis for young fans at the Dogwood Crosstown Classic. 
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unprecedented, 14-under. At this deucing paradise of a course, his lead 
was only one over Charlotte's Stan McDaniel, with seven other players 
within three throws of the blistering pace. Wayne Zink, the veteran 
player from Baltimore, frred a tourney-best 39 to lead the second round, 
which moved him into a tie for third with Bob Lewis of Orlando, three 
throws behind Climo, who shot 41. Cincinnati's Mark Holland, the 1989 
champion, was three down, following a pair of 42's. 

Sunday's rounds were played at the considerably tighter and tougher 
Cedar Hills course. Brad Hammock, who now plays out of Marietta, 
Georgia, had the hottest third round and was the only player in double
digit red figures, 11-under-par. He picked up four strokes to go three 
down to the world champ, who celebrated his 26th birthday on that 
Sunday. Climo still had a six-throw advantage over Lewis, Zink, and Dr. 
Rick Voakes of Kentucky. Voakes made a charge in the last round, but 
his -10 left him second, two throws away from Climo. Hammock and Zink 
took third and fourth. 

North Carolina's Susan Whittington and Sylvia Voakes of Kentucky 
were two- and one-under respectively, after Saturday's play at Kentwood. 
Pennsylvania's Sue Purdunas and Delaware's Nina Neville were two- and 
five-over. The tourney tightened considerably during round #3 when 
Purdunas took a one-stroke lead over the other three ladies. She shot a 
solid +4 in the final round for a two-throw win over Voakes. Whittington 
and Neville were another two and three strokes off the pace, respectively. 

The Classic drew 77 pros and distributed $3,620 in prize money, both 
up nearly 40% from last year, making it the largest tournament in its 
history. Six of North Carolina's better advanced players played in the pro 
event: Brian Mullins, Walter Haney, Alan Roberts, Keith Whittington, 
Dan Lambeth, and Jon Hardee. Mullins tied for 14th, took the money 
and went pro. Haney, who had set the Amateur Crosstown Classic 
tournament record at 180 two weeks earlier, (Climo's total for the pro 
event was 176!) declined his share of last-place money, waiting to go pro 
after the Am Nationals. Roberts held his own, finishing solidly in the top 
half. 

Shoe Sensation Open is Kentucky's Top Event 
Next stop on the Super Tour was the Shoe Sensation Open in Bowling 

Green, Kentucky on April 9th and lOth, which featured three courses
the beautiful Kereiakes Park, the short-but-tight Hobson Grove, and 
Griffm (or Three Rivers) Park, where some day the trees that were 
planted to defme fairways, will grow. Climo, who was doing as much 
traveling as possible before the arrival of his frrst child, who was due 
towards the end of April, was there for the frrst time. And BG is home to 
Voakes and distance-monster Scott Stokely. 

The 62 open pros began the tournament at one of the most pictur
esque courses anywhere, the hilly Kereiakes Park. Walking to the 16th 
tee affords a great view of just about the entire course, which, in the 
spring is lush, with flowering trees in the distance, and the stately, but 
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disc-eating cedar trees that 
characterize the course dotted 
throughout. Even though it 
measures just under one mile 
in length, double digits are 
quite common because all of 
the holes are readily reachable 
for most pros. Climo and 
Indianapolis' Jerry Suiter 
each shot -11's to take the first 
round lead of two over Ham
mock and three over Stokely 
and Cincinnati's Jim Morris. 
After round #2, Climo's lead 
over Suiter was two, and four 
over Hammock. 

Third -round play went to 
the 4,200 foot Hobson Grove 
course, which this year had 
only three of the soon-to-be
replaced homemade targets, 
which, because of their ex- Compliments of Rick Voakes 

tremely shallow, nubless Brad "Junebug" Hammock at Bowling Green. 

baskets and absence of number plates, have caused much grief to many 
players through the years. Suiter got the good breaks that round, catch
ing Climo to lead him by four throws with 27 holes to go. 

At Griff'm Park for the fourth round, Hammock and Stokely warmed 
up, shooting a -11 and -12 respectively. Climo and Suiter carded -8's. 
Going into the fmal nine for the top four open players, Suiter's lead was 
three over Hammock and four over Stokely and Climo. 

The fmal nine consisted of nine longish holes-five extended holes 
and regular holes #15-18. This course didn't really reflect the holes which 
had gotten the players to the fmals. Suiter, who relies more on fmesse 
and accuracy rather than a power game, was somewhat at a disadvantage 
in this set-up. However, he made no alibis for making two early double 
bogeys. As it turned out, Hammock's -2 gave him the victory by two and 
$855 of the record $6,150 purse. Suiter slid to a +3 and ended up in a 
second-place tie with Climo and Stokely. 

Dave Greenwell, whose four-round total in the masters would have 
left him one throw down to Suiter, won that division by four over 
Tennessee's Bob Vanderboss, who would have ended up fifth in the open. 
Gregg Hosfeld from Orlando, set the course record at Griff'm during the 
last round at 40, moving him into a fourth-place tie with Alabama's Kevin 
Woodsinger. Kentucky's Fred Salaz was third. 

Only three pro women showed up. Teresa Keith of Cincinnati won 
every round, easing to a 12-throw win over Sylvia Voakes. 
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Huge Field Invades Santa Cruz 
The players at the Santa Cruz Masters Cup were in agreement that 

DeLaveaga is the best course in the World. To get around that course, a 
player must utilize all of his (or her) disc-throwing skills. Lots of good 
players were there including such top California pros as Geoff and 
Johnny Lissaman, Bamba and Stevie Rico, John Ahart, Randy Amann, 
Steve Valencia, Pete Sontag, and Mike Loya. Long distance travelers 
strengthening the field included Stokely, Brent Hambrick from Ohio, 
Matt LaCourte from New Jersey, and Darrell Nodlund from Colorado. 
The three-day format of one round of 27 holes per day did not keep many 
players away as there was a record turnout of 202 players. The purse of 
over $7,800 wasn't bad either. 

Bamba Rico set the torrid pace for round #1, shooting a -10, two 
better than Stokely and Geoff Lissaman, and four better than Sontag. 
Stokely matched his -8 in round #2 to lead by two over Rico, who slid to a 
-4. Lissaman was five down, followed by Ahart and Sontag. Consistent 
play earned Stokely the victory on his favorite course (after all he got 
married there one year ago), when he shot a final round -7. Lissaman 
carded a nine-under to take second. Nodlund, who had awakened during 
round #2 with a -10 (following a disappointing three-over in round #1), 
shot -5, which earned him a third-place tie with Rico and Sontag. 

A huge field of 48 masters were silenced in the second round when 
Greenwell shot nine-under to take a six-throw lead going into the final 
round. A tasty -5 on Sunday gave Dave his second straight Masters Cup 
win, this one by 11 over homeboy Jon Becker and the legendary Michael 

by Tom Sohot 

National media coverage as produced by MTV Sports at the Masters Cup. 
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Travers from Nevada City. Greenwell's tournament total of -16 would 
have earned him third place in the open. 

San Francisco's Annie Kreml, who shows up for a golf tournament 
during breaks in the ultimate season, took a nine-throw lead over 
California's Amy Rosenthal and Michelle Wade in round #1. Rosenthal 
gained one on her in the next round, but that was before Kreml shot a 
record-shattering plus-four (which equaled or bettered 22 of the open pros 
and 22 of the masters) in the fmal round for the huge 19-throw win. 
Rosenthal was another 15 throws better than Wade. 

In the grandmasters, George Maple, playing at his home course, 
streaked to a 16-throw win over course designer Tom Schot, who shot a 
horrendous + 15 in round #1, before settling down to seven-over for the 
last two rounds. Seattle's Ralph Williamson wasn't challenged in a 31-
throw win over Stancil Johnson in the senior grand masters. 

Goin' to Kansas City 

Dr. Rick Voakes bested 76 other competitors at the Kansas City Wide Open. 

The only Super Tour located between Santa Cruz and Bowling Green 
was the April 30th and May 1st Kansas City Wide Open. Whether it was 
players hungry for the triple points opportunity that all the Super Tour 
events offer, great courses, super promotion, or lots of luck, the 220 pros 
and ams made this the largest non-national or world championship, 
regular-tour P.D.G.A. event ever. (At least it was until June 25th, when 
177 ams and 90 pros showed up in Carrollton, Texas.) Adequate sponsor
ship provided the best purse of the year so far in North America-$8,194. 

In attendance was an awesome field of 77 pros from 17 states includ
ing Stokely, the Rico brothers, Voakes, Nodlund, Hambrick, Colorado's 
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by Cra7 

With only a few holes left, Mike Randolph tries hard to catch the leader in Kansas City. 

Mike Randolph, Arizona's Dan Ginnelly, and Texans Eric Marx, Don 
Wilchek, and Mike Sayre. Playing at home were defending champ C.D. 
Steiner and Crazy John Brooks, who was making his 1994 pro tour debut 
after knee surgery in February. 

Springtime in Kansas City can be incredibly pleasant or not so 
pleasant. Fortunately, the rain had ended before tee time on Saturday, 
but the sun would not shine that day, keeping the temperature no higher 
than 45°. Golfers groggily arriving for Sunday morning's 8 o'clock round 
were greeted with sunny skies, virtually no wind, and a downright frosty 
38°. It would warm up to 55° by day's end. 

The open pool began at beautiful, albeit soggy Swope Park, which was 
played at its maximum length of over 6,600 feet. Swope is characterized 
by massive deciduous trees, which form ample fairways, most of which go 
downhill or across valleys. It's not a wooded course in the classic Eastern 
style of a Cedar Hills or parts of Hobson Grove, but accuracy is required 
off the tee on most of the holes. High altitude, but difficult, power-player 
deuce routes are there for the taking on most of the holes, even the 
longest ones. 

Voakes, with a -6, took the frrst round lead of one over Sayre and 
Bamba Rico. Nodlund shot 50, good for third place. Missourian Dave 
McCormack, who is making a determined effort at coming back after a 
four-year layoff, California's Harold Hampton, and KC's John Howard 
were tied at 51. 

The afternoon round was played at Prairie Center Park in Olathe. 
This course had been added to the tournament just nine days earlier, 
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when the 180 spots in the tournament had been filled, but more players 
kept calling, wanting to play. Conceptually, Prairie Center is similar to 
Bowling Green's Gri:ffm Park, in that before a disc golf course was estab
lished, it was just a field. Hundreds of trees have been planted, and each 
year the course has improved. Playing at around 5,200 feet, double-digit 
scores were expected. But, only Colorado's Mike Randolph pulled it off 
with a 44. Voakes, who shot no bogeys on Saturday, was still in the lead, 
three-up on Randolph, and four better than Sayre, Nodlund, and Texan 
Ken Hambleton. Rico was one further down. 

Rosedale Park, the site for the fmal two rounds, was also maxed out, 
playing around 6,600 feet. While it does feature about three s~mew~at 
wooded holes, Rosedale is characterized by many open holes w1th w1de 
fairways and brutal rough and cliffs for those who throw errantly or too 
far past the pin. Many of the pin placements are on sloping land, so that 
low or high putts, bouncing off the rim or the top of the basket, might roll 
a considerable distance before stopping. 

Voakes continued his steady play, carding a 50, which included his 
first two bogeys of the tournament. Ginnelly, the only man to win the 
Wide Open three times, mounted a mini-charge, shooting a 46 and was 
three down. Keeping in touch with the leader, five down, were Brooks 
and Randolph. 

A shorter Rosedale was scheduled to be used for the fourth round, but 
a communication lapse kept the course long. Voakes, who has been 
crushing Cyclones this year to go with his superb short game, shot 
another 50, as did Randolph. Ginnelly gave up a stroke and Brooks fell 
out of contention with a par round. There was a nine-hole fmal, but 
Voakes' four-throw margin remained. Ginnelly was second followed by 
Randolph, Sayre, and Hambleton. 

There were eight women playing at the Wide Open, representing 
seven different states. There was some great competition which ended 
with Kaili Miller-Young winning her first major championship by two 
over North Carolina's Beth Tanner. Oklahoma's Ann King, one throw 
further down, was third. Just another stroke down was defending champ 
Lyn Rothstein, who was playing at home. Fifth place went to Sylvia 
Voakes, who was just six behind the leader. 

Texan Eugene Barfield cruised to a 10-throw lead in the masters over 
Oklahoman Brent Edwards. Ron Bear from Oklahoma won the grand
masters easily by 12 over Wisconsin's Don Hoffman. 

Rocket City Super Tournament 
On to the Rocket City Super Tournament in Huntsville, where the 

four courses used in the 1994 World Championships were reprised. 
During the four-week interval since Kansas City, Rick Voakes turned 45 
years old. Thus, when he triumphed at Huntsville, not only did he have 
two wins a row, but became the first grand master to win a Super Tour 
event. His five-throw victory over Stokely was propelled by a -12 at 
University of Alabama-Huntsville (UAH) south, the shorter of the two 
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by George MacCrone 

Teresa Keith displays awesome putting style at the Rocket City Super Tournament. 
UAH courses. Local Dean Tannock placed third, and in a tie for fourth 
were Hammock and Huntsville's Mark Norris. 

In the women's division, Leslie Sweet of Texas, the 1990 amateur 
world champion, shot a blistering -3 to open the tournament at Brahan 
Springs, to take a big seven-throw lead over Teresa Keith. But this 
would be the last round she won. Keith's -2 at the shorter UAH course 
cut her deficit to one throw before playing the last round on the longer 
course. Keith's +2 earned her a five-throw win. 

Lavone Wolfe fmally got to play a major tournament in Huntsville. 
(His plans to participate at last year's worlds vanished when his co
tournament director's responsibilities took priority.) Making the most of 
the opportunity, he won by three over Greenwell. His score of 191 would 
have placed him fifth in the open. Bob Vanderboss of Nashville, and Alan 
Beaver of Charlotte ended up third and fourth respectively, one and two 
throws behind Greenwell. 

Al Ballew of Knoxville and Milwaukee's Joe Weinshel battled it out in 
the grand masters, with Weinshel winning by four. 

Virginia Racks up Record Numbers 
Duck Golf, held on June 18th and 19th in Fairfax Station, Virginia, 

set records for attendance with 128 players and a purse of $6,025. Over 
$3,330 of that figUre came from sponsorship. It was quite hot and humid 
which made playing the 27 -hole course long and tortuous. 

Going into the 18-hole final for the top four open players, Hammock 
had a two-shot lead over Mike Moser, the hometown favorite, four ahead 
of Pennsylvania's Joe Mela, and nine over North Carolina's Carlton 
Howard. Hammock missed several good birdie opportunities through the 
frrst 10 holes, allowing both Moser and Mela to tie him. Teeing off on the 
fmal hole, Moser and Hammock were still tied, with Mela just one down. 
But Moser and Mela hit trees half way to the pin 275 feet away, while 
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Hammock landed 12 feet from the pole hole and calmly sealed the win. 
However, the biggest ovation on the hole went to Howard, who punched 
in a 150-foot approach shot. 

Beth Tanner scorched the course with frrst and second round scores of 
-4's, which gave her a 25-throw lead over Sue Purdunas. (Her -4's bet
tered half of the open as well.) Pittsburgh's Red Whittington won the 
masters by eight over Baltimore's Jim Myers. 

Just in from St. Thomas 
The lOth Annual Flatts Classic, held on June 25th and 26th, was won 

by Toronto's Mike Sullivan in an exciting six-hole playoff over Dan 
Ginnelly. Ginnelly had two putts pass through the center of the Mach II 
chains-one that left Sullivan still playing and the other that let Sullivan 
grab the $625 (Canadian) frrst prize. 

Ginnelly, who had a two-throw lead after three rounds, was three
down after the fourth round, going into a "safari" nine holes for the top 
five players. Homeboys Greg Pinnegar and Jeff Malton and St. Louisan 
Dave McCormack, who had shot the tournament-best -11 in the fourth 
round, were five off the lead. Sullivan was one-up on Ginnelly and 
Malton going into the fmal hole of regulation, which played from the 
hilltop tee #9 to #12 pin about 800 feet away. Ginnelly almost canned a 
400-footer for deuce, and easily made three. Malton's putt to tie Ginnelly 
from 30 feet hit nubs. Sullivan's roller upshot veered right, leaving him a 
tough downhill 30-footer. He missed this putt, forcing the playoff. 

by Dave Hesselberth 

The only person to be at every Super Tour, but who has played in none, is P.D.G.A. 
administrator, Dennis Byrne. Shown here at Duck Golf, he's been kept busy reporting on 
the activities of the organization, accepting memberships, selling merch, talking with the 

media, posting banners, and assisting the TO's as needed. 

16 Disc Golf World News • Summer 1994 

Bob Vanderboss was the winner in the masters, 11 throws better 
than Toronto's Brian Hoeniger and Glen Whitlock from British Columbia. 
Vanderboss' four-round total would have tied him with Sullivan. 

Only 26 pros showed up for the Flatts Classic, but the St. Thomas 
Disc Sports Club had plenty of money to add to the purse. (Reports from 
the other Super Tour in Can-An1 country, Lansing, which did not forward 
us any results, indicate a similar low attendance and good money added. 
Reportedly, Sullivan took that June 11th & 12th event as well.) 

And On To Texas 
There will be three more Super Tour events before the Worlds, two of 

them, the Edgewood Electric Face-It in Cincinnati, and the Laurel 
Springs Open will likely draw the most competitive fields so far this year. 
Edgewood should give away around $9,000 and the LSO is guaranteeing 
at least seven grand. (News flash: Bamba Rico wins Edgewood.) 

But, the big enchilada; the most competitive and the most prestigious 
disc golf event each year is the World Disc Golf Championship. The 
thirteenth rendition will be played in Port Arthur from August 2-6. 
That's in Texas, where everything is supposed to be bigger, and this 
year's edition might be the biggest ever. Tournament Director John 
Houck, while not guaranteeing a $40,000 purse, is still talking like it's 
doable. There will be a $200 bonus for the frrst 10 aces and there might 
be a car for an ace on a designated hole. Houck's also optimistic that the 
Port Arthur Worlds will top the record of 288 players. He expects a 
record number of women to play (in three divisions) and more overseas 
players than ever with large contingents from Sweden, Switzerland, and 
Japan. The frrst-ever Dutch player will be attending. The four courses 
(see page 29) will be interesting and challenging. Their proximity to each 
other will reduce between-round traveling, allowing more time for extra
curricular activities. The weather will be a challenge. Southeast Texas 
in August promises to be hot and humid-perhaps brutally so, and the 
winds can be of legendary strength. 

Usually, the most-asked question prior to the Worlds is ''Who do you 
think is gonna win?". Because Ken Climo's the only open world champion 
the sport has known since 1990, the most-asked question now is, "Will he 
do it again?". Anybody who says that he can't is a fool. Anybody who 
says that he won't will only stiffen his resolve. This is the Worlds, and 
that's the one he wants the most. 

But, I don't think anyone is conceding a fifth straight championship 
to Climo. Hammock, Voakes, and Bamba Rico are having great years so 
far. Crazy John, who has been in more fmal fours with Kenny than 
anyone else these last four years isn't 100% back from knee surgery, but 
if it's improbable, watch out. Mitch McClellan is a sleeper. He hasn't 
traveled much this year, and when he's ventured out of Texas or Okla
homa, hasn't performed really well. However, he smoked the field at 
Norman, and if the last two years are any indication, Mitch seems to save 
his best golf for World Championship time. 
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by Gregg Hosfeld 

Veteran golfers, who have been at or near the top of the world 
championship leader board in the past, like John Ahart, Geoff Lissaman, 
Eric Marx, Randy Amann, Jeff Malton, Dean Tannock, Sam Ferrans, and 
Dan Ginnelly, are always competitive. The Swedes play disc golf with a 
dedication and intensity unlike anyone else and they keep improving. 
Frederik Granasen and Tomas Eckstrom were in the top ten last year, 
and the results from Europe indicate that the games of Jonas LOf and 
Kurt Karlsson have vastly improved. Germany's Hartmut Wahrmann, a 
tough and experienced competitor will play in his first worlds. And there 
are players like Mike Sayre, Scott Stokely, Mike Moser, Joe Mela, 
Carlton Howard, Mike Randolph, and Darrell Nodlund, who are shooting 
well so far this year. 

In the women's division, Elaine King, although she placed second in 
her first trip to Japan, just won the Women's Championship in Iowa, and 
of course, is the three-time champion. Becky Powell won Japan, did well 
in her fust worlds last year, and will know the courses. Amy Bekken, the 
best all-around flying disc woman player returns to World Championship 
play for the frrst time in four years. Beth Tanner's game continues to 
improve and she has been traveling long distances to seek more competi
tion this year, and has done well on these road trips. If Chris O'Cleary 
shows up, she'll be competitive. 

In the masters, Greenwell is the champion and has been playing 
great golf all year. Stan McDaniel will be in the hunt as will Alan Bea
ver, Lavone Wolfe, Steve Slasor, Mike Hughes, and Gene Barfield. If 
they attend, Bob Vanderboss and Gregg Hosfeld should contend. 

If you feel that your name should have been mentioned above as a 
contender, please prove me wrong and win it all! ooWN 
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,------------------------, 
: 1994 DISCARDS 
: Trading Cards 

: All P.D.G.A. members are invited to be part of the 1994 
I edition of DISCARDS trading cards. Participants will receive 
500 cards of themselves, plus a complete set of all1994 players. 

Offer ends August 31, 1994. 

Requirements 

1. Active P.D.G.A. member 
• Good standing (dues paid) 
• Played in a 1994 tour event 

2. Photo (cannot be returned) 
• Good quality 

• 4 x 6 glossy or 35mm slide 

3. Personal statistics and biographical infonnation. (see below) 

4. Checks made payable to DISCARDS 
• 500 cards- $175 

• Includes shipping & handling and all applicable taxes 

Please supply the following information on a separate sheet of paper. 

Name: P.D.G.A. # Division: 

Hometown: Date of Birth: Height: 

Weight: Throws (L/R) Sponsor?: 

List career highlights and titles: 

All requirements due by August 31,1994. 

Signature ____________ Date _______ _ 

DISCARDS reserves the right to produce up to 1000 additional cards of each player fur promotion and sale. 

Mail to: 
DISCARDS 

926 N. Ventura St 
Anaheim, CA 92801 

(714) 77 4-7077 
~------------------------J 
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2nd Euro-Tour Off to a Rousing Start 
by Stephen Defty 

Last year's inaugural Euro-Tour was a success in many ways. There was 
a definite increase in the number of top players traveling to "foreign" 
tournaments, which produced plenty of the direct competition that had 
been lacking in Europe previously. The winner of the tour itself wasn't 
decided until the last event. Frederik Granasen of Sweden earned the 
right to call himself Europe's best (and about $500 also). This title 
underlined his terrific performance at the '93 Worlds and clearly made 
him the favorite for the Euro-Tour '94. 

The tour cities this year are Geneva, Stockholm, and Berlin, with 
Helsingborg (Sweden), Bern (Switzerland), and Weilheim (Germany) in 
the fall. The points for each player's best four finishes determine who 
takes the pot. The pot is filled by each Euro-Tour's tournament director 
contributing a sum equal to three entry fees. 

The Tour kicked off this year in Geneva on May 13th with the unique 
European Disc Golf Masters (unique because of the beautiful course's par 
72, and unmatched facilities). Room and board is located in the old 
clubhouse of a long-ago golf club that sits between the 18th green and the 
frrst tee. Rumors that Crazy John Brooks was returning to Europe 
happily turned out to be founded. That disc ambassador Jeff Blount of 
Minnesota also showed up was not as surprising as was the news that he 
was now living in Budapest, Hungary! On the other hand, no one knows 
how easy it is to get stuck over here better than your Missouri-bred Euro
scribe. The only thing missing from the very strong field were the 

by Cra7 

Geneva has unmatched "19th hole" facilities located between #18 hole and the first tee. 
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Swedes, who either felt that Geneva was just too far away, or were 
attending an important annual overall competition also held on the long 
Ascension Day weekend. 

Friday's unique (because only a small part of the starting cash was 
paid out) doubles tournament was won by the expatriate pair of Gregg 
Sharp and Jeff. On Saturday morning, the players woke up facing the 
prospect of two rounds over this extremely long course. Crazy came out 
strong, extending his streak offme Alpine play which started at the ET 
finale last year in Weilheim. Shooting a 60 is not usually what you call 
strong, but in Geneva it's called 12 under! Geneva '92 champ Hartmut 
W ahrmann matched Crazy stroke for stroke to tie, with defending champ 
Chris Voigt only a shot off their pace. Your Euro-Reporter, playing open, 
was a shot farther back, one ahead of Jeff. 

After lunch, Hartl and Crazy went head-to-head, and when the smoke 
had cleared they were still tied after both posted round-best 59's. Chris 
dropped another shot with a 60. Your correspondent's trusty old 
Gumbputts seemed to have lost their "chain suck," and he clanged to a 
65. Jeff fell back with a 64. Moving out of the pack into fourth was "the 
kid," 18-year old homeboy Silvia Puliaflto. Previously known as the son 
of a Swiss master, "Sill" was suddenly grown, playing strong and steady. 
It's always great to see a young golfer making the jump from "player" to 
"top player." He was now one of seven golfers starting Sunday's third 
round with a chance to make the top-five finals. After posting identical 
top scores the frrst two rounds, Crazy and Hartl didn't exactly surprise 
anyone by throwing identical 56's, shattering your scribe's old course 
record by two, and making it a two-man race for the fmals. Chris' steady 
60 left him six back going into the nine-hole finals. The last two spots 
were taken by players turning out their best rounds of the tournament 
when it counts-the Ambassador and the Kid, Jeff and Sili with 61's. 

The fmals were great! Sili's hordes of rabid supporters couldn't 
overcome Jeffs experience, but you k;runy he was feeling good about his 
frrst major fmals. Chris played alone for third place. What made the 
fmal really special was the amazing show put on by Hartl and Crazy. 
Their frrst three holes had more drama packed into them than entire 
fmals sometimes have. Hole #1 was 300 feet, slightly downhill to a pin 
guarded by a wall of four huge trees. After playing the shot straight 
between the trunks for three rounds, Crazy decided to treat the crowd to 
a big, horkin' hyzer shot to easy putting distance. Hartl left his tee shot a 
bit short and couldn't can the long birdie. Crazy up by one. Hartl's loose 
approach shot on the long #2 cost him another stroke. After playing so 
many holes tied, Craz's two-stroke lead looked huge. Hartl turned his 
desperation into distance with a rocket roller on the easy par four #3 
which gave him a 60-foot eagle chance. Total concentration, high drama, 
and BOOM, he hammered the mammoth putt in! The gallery exploded. 

After tieing the next two holes, Crazy showed again how to penetrate 
trees everyone else was rolling under with an amazing approach on #6 to 
make an awesome eagle 3. Hartl failed to duplicate his miracle putt and 
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by Urs Handle 

Some frosting on the cake-Craz cans an eagle putt on the final hole! 
was down by two again with only three holes to play. #8 was a special 
par 5 fmals hole on which Crazy decided the matter with three special 
throws of his own-a huge tee shot, boldly going where no one else dared, 
surpassed by an incredible giant approach that mocked the grove of 
birches all around the pin. After such brilliance, it was almost anti
climatic when he banged in the 35-footer for another eagle. 

Sitting pretty, CJ enjoyed the "we're not worthy" treatment parts of 
the crowd gave him on the way to the fmal tee. Two more big shots left 
him one more chance for an eagle; the tournament already won. Concen
trating hard on the 65-footer, using all the clock, Crazy wound up, cocked, 
and-some kid's ball rolled onto the green from out of the crowd. Crazy 
starts over, the familiar motion, the pause, and-a little girl ran out to 
the pole hole, giggled, and was gone. One more time with feeling, despite 
the distractions, Crazy just hammered it in to thunderous applause. 
Truly, the ''Master of the Improbable." 

In the other divisions, Sabine Melzer narrowly edged a rusty Chris
tine Grossman by two in women's play, with Jorg Hanselman celebrating 
his 40th birthday with a masters win. 

Your reporter has seldom witnessed such an evenly matched one-on
one battle between two top pros playing at 110%. It was a privilege to 
witness. For Crazy, it was an emotional win. For everyone else, it was 
disc golf at its best. 

FLASH!! 
Euro-Tour '94 112 -STOP- Stockholm results from June 4/5 just coming in over the 

ticker - STOP- Granasen underlines favorite status with third-place finish in perhaps 
Europe's toughest tournament- STOP- Titanic battle for frrst between Kurt Karlsson and 
Tomas Ekstrom decided by Kurt's birdie on the next-to-last hole. - STOP- Nils Dacke and 
Jonas Hellblad take fourth and fifth_ - STOP DGWN 
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Upshots 

The second annual Hawk's Maypole Jam in Raleigh, North Carolina 
raised over $800 for the United Way .... In Salina, Kansas, the 1st 
Annual Frisbie Golf Tournament of the Arthritis Foundation raised 
$1,086 .... The Carrollton (Texas) Charity Cup raised over $2,000 for 
Operation Kindness, which cares for abandoned pets. 
()()(X)O 

A patent application has been filed for an inexpensive disc golf target 
called the Tube Tone Audible Disc Target. Invented by long time disc 
sports enthusiast Ed Larrabee, the Tube Tone will be marketed by 
Larrabee and the husband-wife team of Crawford Shortt and Lanora 
Davidson, who call their Austin-based business Tube Tone Concepts. 
The target is made of steel tubes which have been hot-dipped galvanized. 
The chains and fittings are chrome plated. The entire target assembly 
should give years of trouble-free service and will cost less than $100. 
Options will include a wooden base, extended pole for permanent installa
tion, and even a model with a handle for easy transport. 

The concept behind the Tube Tone is that a valid hit on the target 
will produce an audible tone when a disc causes the chains to hit the 
pole. The target is designed to mimic the "sweet spot" which guarantees 
an entrapment on the traditional basket-style targets. 

Both Davidson and Shortt were members of the United Kingdom 
Flying Disc Association in the early 1980's. Crawford has been an active 
competitor in the local flying disc scene for the past 11 years and is 
currently teaching a freestyle course offered through the University of 
Texas' informal class program. Larrabee, an experienced disc golfer and 
freestyler, has participated in the Texas championship tournaments for 
the past 14 years. For more information, call 512-444-9402. 
00000 

Yes. There's was disc golf on MTV Sports. The two-minute segment 
came at the end of a half-hour show which was broadcast several times 
from June 17th-19th. Upbeat in nature, there were approximately 57 
rapid (MTV-style) camera cuts. Players that were featured included 
Geoff Lissaman who said that's "the sound I hear in my dreams-the 
sweet sounds of chains!" He also mentioned that disc golf holes can vary 
from 150 to 600 to 1,000 feet and can be par three's, four's and five's. 
Scott Stokely gave a quick review of drivers, rollers, and putters. 
Bamba Rico was especially upbeat, indicating that it wasn't as easy as it 
looks, that the only way to do it was to try it, and guaranteeing that 
"you'll love it. It's the sport of the 90's." A very me1low, Rastafarian
appearing young man, Christopher Brophy, in his five seconds of fame 
exclaimed, "It's pretty cool, pretty fun, and it's free!" Other players (the ' 
ones that DGWN could recognize) shown throwing included John Ahart 
:md Marty Hapner. There was one nice cut showing a PDGA-logo disc 
m the basket. The segment ended with a graphic showing number of 
courses in 1975: 1; 1994: 423. 
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'fh rc hav been two separate (and thereby, confirming) reports of a 
member of the 'Tool Time" audience on the ABC network show Home 
Improvement wearing a 1992 World's Biggest Disc Golf Tournament tee 
shirt. 
l X ) X)O 

The Disc Golf Association reports that these courses have been 
shipped: 9 holes for Hickory Hills Park near Waterloo, Iowa; 9 holes to 
Thunder Bird Camp in Lake Wylie, South Carolina; 18 holes to the 
Pittsburgh (Pennsylvania) Flying Disc Society; 9 holes to Crystal Lake, 
illinois; 17 holes to Coppell, Texas; 10 Mach 1.5 holes to Mostly Sports in 
Augusta, Maine; 18 holes to Gainesville, Florida; 10 holes to East Caro
lina University in Greenville, North Carolina; 9 holes to Texarkana, 
Texas; 13 holes to Shakopee, Minnesota; 9 holes to Round Rock, Texas; 18 
Holes for West Mobile County Park in Mobile, Alabama; 17holesto 
Barnstable, Massachusetts; and 19 holes to South Bend, Iruliana. 
00 X) O . 

There is now one hole in the ground at Wingdeer Park m Johnson 
City, Tennessee. This future nine-holer will be primarily an introductory 
course, with most holes under 250 feet. Each hole has two placements, 
and seven of the holes are wooded. To raise funds for the baskets, John 
Whinery is selling Vipers, Stingrays, Sharks, Panthers, Gazelles, and 
Aviar Putters with an incredibly hot design. The discs are only seven 
bucks each with 100% of the profit going into the course. To order, give 
John a call at 615-348-7419. 
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PROFESSIONAL DISC GOLF ASSOCIATION EVENT 
SEPTEMBER 
1Oth • 11th, 1994 

Hays, Kansas 

hosted by the 

Flyin' Bison 
Disc Golf Club 

Added Money 
Open & Amatuer Divisions 

11811 Tier Worth Double Points 
High Performance Disc Classification 

THE FRONTIER COURSE , 

A Favorite of Touring Pros, Begins Near The Buffalo Herd. 

To Pre-register Call Ron Rice (913) 628-8334 
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The results from the course giveaway for the World's Biggest Disc 
Golf Weekend are: most players in a town with no course, Marstons 
Mills, Massachusetts; most players in a small city, a tie between Ft. 
Collins, Colorado and St. Thomas, Ontario; most players in a big 
city, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Overall, attendance was up at almost all 
sites. Several cities, however, were hampered by rain, including last 
year's winner, Winterthur, Switzerland. 
))"))) 

Innova-Champion has brought back the "metal head" Vipers. This 
more over stable version of the Viper will become a regularly produced 
item, but not in the quantity of the regular Vipers, which are better 
suited for the skill level of more players. The Lynx, a never-particularly
popular upshot disc, has been discontinued. A new disc called the Raven 
is planned; it will be similar to the Zephyr, only with a smaller diameter. 
Out soon will be the 1994 version of the "old" (21.1 em) Roc. Also, in the 
works will be the "old" Hammer. Runs of both discs will be limited. 
0 ) l ))) 

Last March, Mattei, the giant toy company, purchased Kransco, the 
parent company of Wham-0. It is still unknown how this transaction 
will impact discs sports. The three-member Wham-0 sports promotion 
group are part of the transition team to Mattei Sports. Dan Roddick, 
the head ofWham-0 Sports Promotions, says it will be "business as 
usual" through the ~u!flille~o~N ___ ____________ _ 

I AirBorn Sports 
Collectable Golf Discs 
• Patent pending Aeros 
• "Hall of Fame" Aviars 

• Blank Eagles 
• Eagles 

Maine-lAC Sportswear 
• Knickers 

Innova & Discraft Clothing 
• Baseball Caps 
• Long Sleeves 
• Hats • Bags 
• Sweatshirts 
• Tee Shirts 

• Polos 

• Jerseys Disc Golf Jewelry 
• Shorts • Pole Hole Necklaces 
• Pants • Pole Hole Earrings 

Ask about becoming an AirBorn Sports team memrer or product retailer! 

Call or write for free catalog: 

AirBorn Sports 
P. 0. Box 767 

Bowling Green, KY 42102-0767 
502-793-9597 
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Six Days in the Dreamland 
As remembered by Crazy John Brooks. Photos by Kazuo Nakata 

The Japan Disc Golf Association and Hero Kobo "Artists of Life" are 
proud to announce the complete success of the 7th Annual Japan Open 
Disc Golf Tournament! The City of Tachikawa and the Show a Kinen 
Park Foundation were honored with the presence of players from many 
countries and were appreciative of their attitude towards the country and 
culture. 

Marcus Cisneros was the first international player to arrive in 
Tachikawa City. After his first few holes of practice, he had thrown a 
hole-in-one on probably the most difficult of all the holes in Showa Park
the infamous #17-107 meters, usually into a headwind, and OB all the 
way to the hole! Amazingly enough, he threw a hyzer shot that, as he 
said "appeared out of nowhere and crushed the basket like a missile." 
Unbelievable! 

Shortly thereafter, the defending women's champion, Becky Powell 
(and her lovely mother, Mary Gavagan) showed up to accent the field. 
Climo was still glowing from taking the World Match Play Tournament 
from Shirai-san, a long-time favorite of the Japanese players. John Ahart 
(1991 and 1992 Japan Open champion) keeps rolling in like the first 
player in baseball spring training. He is a legend here. 

Sammy Ferrans was excited to welcome everyone. He recently 
became our newest employee and international liaison. This year's pre
event mail-out included a sweet, 18-page ''Traveler's Guide" that Sammy 
produced on his new computer. It listed everything from 7-11's to beer 
pubs to laundries to sushi bars. Good job, ''lookie." 

This year's Japan Open had plenty of new faces. Dave Dunipace and 

Ken Climo has been to Japan twice, winning this year and in 1993. 
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Veteran Marcus Cisneros played quite well and nabbed second place. 

Tim Selinske oflnnova-Champion Discs, a long time Japan Open spon
sor, made their frrst, but not last, appearance. Norm Hezlep and Joe 
Vetne from Indiana were here to make a motion picture about their 
journey and were not to be disturbed during the frrst couple of days. Hey, 
they had fun. They're very nice people and we hope that they will return. 
Norm decided to retain his amateur status and donated his prize money 
($530) to next year's Japan Open. WOW!! Then, Joe says, ''Me too!" 

In the open division, Dan-0 Ginnelly and Ken-san were going neck 
and neck for three rounds, but Ken took the lead for good following the 
fourth round. But, it was Marcus, the second-place finisher, who was 
truly the "Player of the Week" with his subtle style, perfect putting, and a 
renewed sense of confidence. Keep up the good work Marco. 

Glen Whitlock had a renewed sense of ... BIG CASH!! He absolutely 
walloped the masters field of 15 with ease. Dave Penn should be ex
tremely pleased with his second-place performance as he was the driving 
force behind Whitlock's romp. Here is a great man with a great attitude 
towards the game. Bob Waidmann Jr. and Kawasaki-san were in the 
fmals again this year and continued their exciting nip-and-tuck golf, with 
Kawasaki edging Bob for third this time. 

The women's division was a pleasure to watch because of the healthy 
competition and friendship between champion Becky Powell and world 
champion Elaine King from Canada. Even though Elaine's talents are 
many in the sport, Miss Becky was playing like a local on the course, 
where, less than a year ago, her dream came true. Good tournament BP, 
and Elaine, we hope you will return next year to enjoy another walk in 
the park. N aoko Inami and Chieko Kakimoto were totally stoked to be in 
the fmals this year and were the pride of the women's division as the 
audience cheered them on. 

Oh yeah! The players' party was topped of by something I have never 
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before experienced in my travels. Tsuda-san of Sony Music and Enter
tainment fame, composed five songs for the tournament, including the 
new Japan Open theme song. Performed live at the Jesse James Jazz 
Livehouse with Tsuda on piano, Matsumoto on saxophone, and myself on 
trombone, it was, if I may say, a complete surprise and a delight to every
one. The evening also featured a special duet by Matsumoto and Tsuda 
that brought the house down. Finally, Nobuya Kobayashi was with us to 
sing his own lyrics to the song, Mild Breathing. He has an incredible 
voice that you must hear. The evening was not over yet! Our video 
director, Kazuo Nakata had prepared a Japan Open video, compiled from 
the past seven years of the event, and an in-depth look at the people and 
purpose of Hero Kobo International-Artists of Life. This was HOT! 

Sunday, like the rest of the week, was absolutely beautiful-tempera
tures from 75-80 degrees, sunny, wind at 5-10 knots, and all the beautiful 
new green foliage you could take in. Everyone who played the semi-fmal 
round on Saturday was completely baftled by the change in wind direc
tion and the course configuration. Tamahachi Honda was having a hey
day with the minds of all who came for the challenge. 

Fortunately, the conditions for the fmal three holes were not as windy 
as last year but #18 wreaks havoc on the meek almost every time. The 
gallery of nearly 500 was in awe of the power behind some of the shots 
being thrown-especially Elaine King, Ken-san, and Steve Valencia, who 
during the week showed great talent but wasn't able to put together 
consistent rounds to hold with the pack. (He'll be back!) 

All in all, I was completely impressed with the conduct and playing 
character of the international players and Japanese veterans. You must 
come to "The Dreamland" and experience the beauty of our 
special park. It is the only place like it in the world. Kee tay koo 
dah sigh! Jah ne! Craz. vcWN 

Smooth-throwing Dan Ginnelly ended up third, but led after rounds #1 and #3. 
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Texas' Worlds Features Island Golf Times Four 
by John Powell 

For the frrst time, the PDGA World Disc Golf Championship will be held 
in Texas. Another frrst is that the four courses will be less than two miles 
apart with each course offering a variety of shots and challenges. Holes 
were designed to reward good shots, and in some cases, penalize errant 
ones. There are no significant road out-of-bounds or man-made obstruc
tions like buildings and fences. Each course offers some beautiful views 
of the channel, Lake Sabine, and a wealth of water fowl. 

Pleasure Island is Texas' newest island. It was created around the 
turn of the century, from the silt and sludge that was dredged during the 
construction of the ship canal. The frrst time you see a tanker sliding 
silently past you, you begin to realize how deep the channel really is. At 
one time, the Island was a major attraction for visitors from all over. 
Through the years, its popularity has fluctuated. Today, the most popu
lar activities are boating, fishing, other water sports, and now, disc golf. 

The shortest course on the Island, Berry's Treasure, is named for the 
former Island Commissioner Rob Berry, who was responsible for bringing 
disc golf and the World Championships to Pleasure Island. The course 
was designed by John Houck and was installed in 1991. At frrst, very few 
locals had heard of disc golf, but today the course is very popular. It sits 
in an area that was once a motor cycle track and features rolling hills, 
lush grass, and a mixture of open and somewhat tight holes. The course 
is bounded on one side by the main road on the Island, but it rarely comes 
into play. There are no permanent water hazards on the course, but back 
in the swamp off the other side of the course you may encounter the 
dreaded oily black gumbo. Total length of Berry's Treasure is 5,395 feet 
with one hole over 400 feet (560 feet) and only four other holes over 300 
feet. A couple of holes offer tight alley shots or a potentially risky route 
around the outside. In the three years since its installation, the course 
record is only 43, shot by Alan Kubala, Don Wilchek, and John Powell. 
Every hole has been birdied, but at one tournament, the leading pro score 
after 72 holes was one-over. I'll let you figure that one out. 

Kisselpoo Crossings is a new course designed by John Powell specifi
cally for the Worlds. Kisselpoo was a legendary Indian bride-to-be who 
ran off with a mysterious Indian from the west before her wedding day. 
They tried to escape over Lake Sabine, but were chased and killed by her 
father and groom-to-be. The gods were so angry over the loss of the 
young lovers, they caused a huge storm which destroyed the Indian camp 
on the shore, turned the lake muddy, and caused all the birds in the area 
to fly away. 

This is the frrst course you will see when you arrive on the Island, 
nestled in a wooded picnic area under the massive Martin Luther King 
Bridge. The main road on the Island divides the course, but again rarely 
comes into play. There is a smaller road running through the course 
which makes up the only significant road out-of-bounds for all of the 
tournament courses. This course was designed to offer narrower or more 
restricted fairway shots than any of the other courses. Three of the five 
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holes along the ship channel have the added risk of being right on the 
edge-too strong or too weak and you may regret the results. Total 
length on the Kisselpoo Crossing course is 6,062 feet. There is one par 
four along the ship channel at 689 feet and three other holes over 400 
feet. The other 14 holes come in at less than 350 feet. Since this course 
is not permanent, no scores have been posted. The holes are fair with 
nothing stupid like no fairways. So, low numbers are certainly possible. 

The Ponderosa is the first of two courses designed on an old ball golf 
course. It is named for the ponds that dot holes #8, #9, and #11. The 
area for this course is some of the most beautiful on the Island-the ship 
channel off one shoulder and Lake Sabine in the distance off the other. 
No roads, buildings, cars ... awesome! Total length is 6,310 feet. The 
theme of"golfholes" begins to become evident here. Holes #3, #4, and 
#12, all over 500 feet, require a good drive past some risky stuff off the 
tee. From there, a good upshot will give you a three. None of this spray
your-drive and make-it-up with an upshot stuffi There is only one other 
hole over 400 feet, seven over 300, and seven under 300 feet. Water 
comes into play on holes #4, #5, and #6, with hole #5 being the disc golf 
counterpart to Pebble Beach's memorable #12 along the sea. Water is 
again in play on #8, #9, and #11 with drives over ponds. This course is 
permanent and a joy to play. 

The Circle R Ranch, located next to the Ponderosa is the fmal course 
to be used for this year's World Disc Golf Championships. This course 
continues the "golf hole" theme and offers a few of the most memorable 
holes in the tournament. Circle R is named for John ''Rappin" Houck, 
who designed it and the Ponderosa, with technical support from disc 
launching guinea pigs, John Powell and Thomas Bertrand. We lost a few 
discs ironing out the kinks here, but it was worth it. Total length on the 
CircleR is 7,001 feet. This course features the longest and shortest hole 
on any of the courses. There are nine holes under 300 feet which you will 
want to birdie whenever possible. There are two holes under 400 feet, 
four under 500, and three over 600 feet. Holes #3, #4, and #5 measure 
over 1,850 feet collectively. You'll be able to air it out, but if you bail out 
too far left or right, you may be out of reach of the pin on your next shot. 
Hole #5 is my personal favorite at 787 feet. A hillside tee will afford you 
an open drive to the next hillside, but too wide and you're hurtin'! The 
ideal drive will allow you a risky shot over a tree-lined swampy pond for a 
look at a three or a straight approach to an area 80 feet from the pin that 
will yield a fairly safe four. Distance and power are not the keys here. 
Hole #12 is the soon-to-be-infamous New York City. It is the longest hole 
on any of the courses at 827 feet. A smart drive will place you in a gap 
that will give you a second shot lined by trees. Try and get too squirrelly, 
and you may go o.b. or deep into the rough. A four here is defmitely a 
birdie. This course is also permanent and one of the fmest anywhere. 

These descriptions do not do justice to the Pleasure Island experience. 
If you are iffy on this year's Worlds, you should defmitely play. Amateurs 
should come too. The fmals on Saturday will be great to watch, but the 
amateur shoot-out on Sunday will give you an opportunity to play both 
Ponderosa and Circle R. The entry fee is $15. Call Circular Productions 
at 512-385-6789 for more info. Whatever you do, don't miss this one. ooWN 
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1994 DISC GOLF SCHEDULE sup 24 25 Willywood Cla\>SIC Oklahoma City, OK Paula Slone 405-6 1 7891 
sop ?4 -?5 • Mad C1ty Open Madison, WI Don Hoffman 608-437-5193 
sep 24 25 • Florida State D1sc Golf Chshps Rockledge, FL Ed Aviles, Jr. 516-561 9183 

Jul 22-24 Laurel Springs Open Laurel Springs, NC Bill Boylan 803-234-1070 Sep 25 · Indiana Fall Series 116 Mishawaka, IN Tom Walker 219-299-0686 
Jul 23 Rhode Island State Championships Newport. AI T.M. Dyer 401 -846-3236 
Jul 23-24 Frying Pan Amateur Stockton, CA T. C. Bare 209-833-0754 Oct 1 Fort Fall 54 Ft. Wayne, IN Clint Ferneau 219-485-8836 

Jul 23-24 Okie Doubles Oklahoma City, OK Daryl Johnson 405-721-5411 Oct 1-2 • Gateway Open St. Louis, MO Mike Roberts 314-427-0062 

Jul 23-24 • 14th Illinois State Championships Joliet, IL Gary Lewis 815-725-8964 oct 1-2 • Florida Flying Disc Championships Orlando, FL Bob Lewis 407-295-8713 

Jul 23-24 German Overall Open Ch'ships Hannover, Germany Martin Mehring 49-51 1-131 -7909 Oct 1-2 • Fault Line Classic Santa Cruz, CA Marty Hapner 408-423-0522 

Jul 30 • 3-D Open Mishawaka, IN Norm Hezlep 219-287-2405 Oct 1-2 North Carolina State Chshps Raleigh , NC Carlton Howard 919-872-7897 

Jul 30 Buzzy's Buzz Open West Milford , NJ Dan Doyle 914-477-0001 Oct 1-2 Southern Colorado Open Pueblo, CO Daryl Marshall 719-560-0483 

Jul 30-31 • Fritz Open Irving, TX Thor Overy 214-721 -9998 Oct 1-2 Circular Skies Over Carrollton Carrollton, TX John Houck 512-385-6789 

Jul 30-31 • Des Moines Disc Golf Challenge Des Moines , lA Steve Nixt 515-999-2279 Oct 1-2 Pueblo Open Pueblo, CO Darrell Marshall 719-560-0483 

Jul 31 Mixed Pairs Championships Port Arthur, TX John Houck 512-385-6789 Oct 1-2 Georgia State Championships Atlanta, GA Ed Thomas 407-295-8713 
Oct 1-2 New York State Championships Mt. Kisco, NY Dave Jones 914-737-3939 

Aug 1 World Doubles Championships Port Arthur, TX John Houck 512-385-6789 Oct2 Fall Finale Hammond, IN Steve Matui 219-836-8240 

Aug 3-6 World Disc Golf Championships Port Arthur, TX John Houck 512-385-6789 Oct 7-9 Octoberfriz Winfield, KS Harvey Barger 316-221 -1017 

Aug 5-7 • 16th New Horizons Open Fraser, CO Scott Garrett 303-887-9317 Oct 8 Todd Park Open Austin , MN Tom Hinkle 507-433-3440 

Aug 6-7 South Dakota State Championships Aberdeen , SO Bob Trebilcock 605-225-8614 Oct 89 Shelly Sharpe Memorial Scottsdale, AZ Dan Ginnelly 602-423-0629 

Aug 7 150 Class World Championships Port Arthur, TX John Houck 512-385-6789 Oct 8-9 · Bartholomew Open Austin, TX Shari Carle 512-472-3472 

Aug 7 o Flying Hawaiian Open Honolulu , HI Brad Huggins 808-395-2997 Oct 8-9 • Gold Pan Open Carmeichal, CA Charley Callahan 209-245-5475 

Aug 13-14 • Call to Arms Omaha, NE Albert Nelson 402-733-1595 Oct 9 Forks Disc Golf Championship Roseberg , OR Steve Wright 503-839-4019 

Aug 13-14 Lightning Open Roseberg, OR Steve Wright 503-839-4019 Oct 15 • 14th Fall Disc Golf Open Vine Grove, KY Larry Cave 512-472-3472 

Aug 13-14 Oklahoma State Flying Disc Ch'ships Tulsa, OK Rick Neil 918-622-6648 Oct 15 ·2nd Annual Eric Yetter Memorial New Hope, PA Joe Mela 215-757-2067 

Aug 14 • Rumbletown Classic Milwaukee, WI Joe Weinshel 414-964-0112 Oct 15-16 Texas Flying Disc Championships Austin , TX John Houck 512-385-6789 

Aug 15-21 U.S. Open Flying Disc Chshps Ft. Collins, CO Bill Wright 303-484-6932 Oct 15-1 6 Shermer's Albuquerque Albuquerque, NM Sherm Haworth 505-255-2423 

Aug 20-21 Stillwater Open Stillwater, OK Paula Stone 405-691 -7891 Oct 16 Handicap -Test 2 Winterthur, SWITZ Urs Handle 41 -52-232-10-42 

Aug 20-21 • Ohio State Championships Dayton, OH John Hull 513-859-0930 Oct 16 Philadelphia Open Philadelphia, PA Barry Noakes 609-461 -8579 

Aug 20-21 Seeburg Disc Golf Klassick Kruezlingen , SWITZ Urs Handle 41 -52-232-10-42 Oct 22 Champeog Open St. Paul, OR Roy Van Houton 503-538-9308 

Aug 24-27 Amateur World Championships Sacramento, CA Jim Oates 916-987-1678 Oct 22-23 • After the Gold Rush (Doubles) Hogansville, GA John David 404-627-8928 

Aug 27-28 • Mighty Shunga-Nunga Topeka, KS Terri Clark 913-267-2608 Oct 22-23 '' 3rd Bayville Open Virginia Beach, VA Vick Locke 804-587-5189 

Aug 27-28 Rochester Flying Disc Open Rochester, NV Royce Racinowski 716-482-8697 Oct 22-23 Doug Lack Memorial Tulsa, OK Rick Neil 918-622-6648 

Aug 27-28 Mountain High Open Crystal Mountain, WA Bruce Mitchell 206-663-2265 Oct 22-23 Delaware State Championships Newark, DE Rich Hughes 302-834-8040 

Aug 27-28 Helsingborg Open (Euro-Tour) Helsingborg, SWED Mat Bengtsson 43-411 -45966 Oct 29-30 • Halloween Howler VIII Mobile, AL Terry Rester 205-645-0636 

Aug 27-28 • Dogs of Summer Open Elverson, PA Dave Tomaszewski 215-689-4599 Oct 29-30 • Halloween XI Bowling Green, KY Rick Voakes 502-843-3433 

Aug 28 • Des Moines Open Des Moines, lA Steve Nixt 515-999-2279 Oct 29-30 Austin Fall Classic Austin, TX Shari Carle 512-472-DISC 

Aug 28 Green's Klasslk Basel, SWITZ Urs Handle 41 -52-232-10-42 Oct 29-30 • Las Vegas Classic Las Vegas, NV Tom Campoli 702-898-6668 

Aug 28 • Oakbrook Classic Oakbrook, IL Bob Ryan 708-834-6342 Nov5 • Dead Dog Woods Fall Open Elverson, PA Dave Tomaszewski 215-689-4599 

Sep 3 • Alabama State Flying Disc Chshps Mobile, AL Terry Rester 205-645-0636 Nov 5-6 o Fall Finale Charlotte, NC Steve Lambert 704-365-5645 

Sep 3-4 Swiss Disc Golf Open (Euro-Tour) Bern, SWITZERLAND Urs Handle 41 -52-232-10-42 Nov 5-6 o Challenger Open Ardmore, OK Terry Teel 405-223-2162 

Sep 3-4 Joe Davis Open Lewiston, NY Bob Moore 71 6-684-0354 Nov 5-6 o 1994 Moccasin Open Clearwater, FL C. R. Willey 813-392-3940 

Sep 3-4 • Edgewood Labor Day Classic Madrid, lA Jeff Adams 515-795-2687 Nov 6 • Buch Miller Thriller Lancaster, PA Steve Maerz 717-859-3963 

Sep 3-4 • Washington State Disc Golf Chshps Ft. Steilicoom, WA April Shields 206-670-2548 Nov 11 -13 NorCal Championships TBA TBA 

Sep 3-4 • McClure Open Tulsa, OK Dave King 918-622-4472 Nov 12-13 • Veterans Park Open Arlington, TX Jim Miears 817-656-4712 

Sep 3-4 o West Virginia Open Paw Paw, WV Spencer Thurman 703-494-3619 Nov 12-13 o South Carolina Disc Golf Chshps. Columbia, SC Harold Duvall 803-366-5028 

Sep 3-4 Circular Skies Over San Antonio San Antonio, TX John Houck 512-385-6789 Nov 19-20 Riverside Glide Tulsa, OK Rick Nell 918-622-6648 

Sep 3-4 New Lenox Open New Lenox, IL Gary Lewis 815-725-8964 Nov 19-20 Fountain Hills Thriller Fountain Hills, AZ Derek Meade 602-494-1205 

Sep 3-4 Oregon State Championships Estacada, OR Darren McCracken 503-232-9658 
Sep 3-5 • Colorado State Disc Golf Chshps. Colorado Springs, CO Joe Bernard 719-578-0719 Dec 3-4 Circular Skies Over Houston Houston, TX John Houck 512-385-6789 

Sep 10 Kokomo Kwacker Kokomo, IN Allen Pier 317-452-9193 Dec 4 Swiss Tour Finale Winterthur, SWITZ Urs Handle 41 -52-232-10-42 

Sep 10 o 1st Annual Newton Park Open Newton, lA Scott Innis 515-236-7843 Dec 10-11 Arizona Flying Disc Championships Phoenix, AZ Judy Robbins 602-433-7846 

Sep 10-11 o Carolinas Open Rock Hill, SC Harold Duvall 803-366-5028 Dec 10-11 o Heart of Texas Open San Marcos, TX Shari Carle 512-472-DISC 

Sep 10-11 • Derby City Classic Louisville, KY Scott Grimes 502-367-0772 
Sep 10-11 • Frontier Open Hays, KS Ron Rice 913-628-8334 ATTENTION: As always, CALL FIRST before traveling to a tournament site. Events QQ. vary significantly in 

Sep 10-11 • Waterloo Classic (Pro) Austin, TX John Houck 512-385-6789 their cost, registration procedures, divisions being offered, and PDGA sanctioning. The tournaments listed 

Sep 10-11 Wisconsin State Flying Disc Ch'ships Milwaukee, WI Andy Schrank 414-457-1898 In bold are PDGA Super Tour Events and/or other major stand-alone tournaments. • PDGA-approved "B" 

Sep 10-11 Montana State Cbampionships Bozeman John Andre 406-259-1147 events as of 6-10-94. o PDGA-approved " C" events as of 6-10-94. 

Sep 10-11 $10,000- Disc Golf Premiere Laax, SWITZ Urs Handte 41-52-232-10-42 TRANSITIONS Sep 10-11 • Highland Springs Open Lakeport, CA Mike Travers 916-625-5358 

,] Sep 11 France Park Open Logansport, IN Tom Denton 219-753-2707 NEW CHILDREN Sep 11 Crab Town Classic Baltimore, MD Steve Alpern 410-377-4845 
Sep 17 • Blackhawk Metro Disc Golf Open Waterloo, lA D. L. Redman 319-296-1747 Signc .Jane to Tom & Michele Palmer on September 21st, 1993 in 'l'opeka, KS. 
Sep 17 o Indy Fall Classic Indianapolis, IN Billy Bob Vigil 317-293-8192 Keegan Kenneth to Ken & Phyllss Cllmo on April 20th, 1994 in Clearwater, Florida 
Sep 17 New Hampshire State Ch'shps Rindge, NH Peter Anderson 603-598-8254 
Sep 17-18 Kansas Flying Disc Championships Kansas City, KS Rick Rothstein 913-648-1905 .Jared Houston to Andrea & George Coffin on Apt·il 29th, 1994 in League City, 'l'exas. 

Sep 17-18 • Northwoods Open Lac du Flambeau, WI Mike Cozzens 715-588-3810 TO BE MARRIED 
Sep 17-18 • Brandywine Cal mjam mer Rockland, DE Bill Yerd 302-652-3799 
Sep 17-18 Augusta Disc Golf Classic Augusta, GA Brian Graham 706-736-8537 Uobyn Puffenberger & Bill Bennish on July 23rd, 1994 in Richmond, Vit·ginia. 

Sep 17-18 European Disc Golf Cup (Euro-Tour) Weilheim, GERMANY Hartmut Wahrmann 49-881-49965 SPECIAL BIRTHDAY 
Sep 17-18 Sierra Shoot-Out (Am) Auburn/Grass Valley Carl Kittell 916-889-8428 
Sep 17-18 • Waterloo Classic (Am) Austin, TX John Houck 512-385-6789 Ed Headrick, the creator of the pole bolo, and the man who led the way towards the establishment of 

Sep 18 o Valley Fall Frolic Terre Haute, IN Rob Sparks 812-232-2649 disc sports, turned 70 on June 28th in Watsonville, California. 
Sep 18 Arkansas Flying Disc Championships N. Little Rock, AR Preston Cowan 501-562-6089 DIED Sep 24 o Indiana Fall Series #5 Peru, IN Mike Mavrick 317-985-3187 
Sep 23-25 Tennessee's 19th FDC. Chapel Hill, TN Ken Folger 615-662-5042 Kerin Coffey Magdovitz, mothet· of Crazy John Brooks on April 5th in Memphis, Tennessee of a 
Sep 24-25 o Eugene Celebration Tournament Eugene, OR Gary Helvig 503-747-3809 heart attack. She was 56 years old. 
Sep 24-25 Alpen Golf Spektakel Atzmanning, SWITZ Urs Handte 41 -52-232-10-42 Let UIJ know about the significant changes in your liues: births, weddings, engagements, etc. DOWN 
Sep 24-25 o Medina Fall Classic #2 Medina, OH L. P. Jenkins 216-273-5062 
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The California Dream 
Found in Northern Wisconsin 
by Michele Cozzens 

I wanted to live in the 
country. My husband, 
Mike, wanted to live on 
enough land to have his 
own disc golf course. We 
both wanted to live near a 
lake. 

These are dreams we 
kicked around in the first 
years of our marriage and 
our life together in 
northern California. I 

The sun doesn't always shine so brightly in the Northwoods. 
don't think either of us Those shadowy figures are Michelle and Mike. 
imagined we'd end up as 
resort owners in the Northwoods of Wisconsin. 

But here we are. We live on 40 acres on the shores of Squaw Lake, 
and yes, our own disc golf course is right outside the front door. 

Just before leaving California, we purchased 18 pole-hole lite baskets 
from Ed Headrick and in our first months here became acquainted with 
our regional coordinator, Don "Duster, Hoffman from Madison, who was 
very helpful with our disc golf transition. Much of our time was spent on 
designing and clearing the course. We had visits from California golfers, 
Leonard Muise, Pete D'Agostino, Carl Schori and Scott Stokely (along 
with his bride, Eileen, on their honeymoon tour) and all of them were 
"required, to design a hole. 

Many of the holes are short, but challenging in the thick trees. We 
have a few longer, open holes where the power-line right-of-ways offered 
natural fairways. Each hole has two basket placements, one long, one 
short. The course winds through the property and is well marked, since 
we usually don't have the time to give new players the guided tour. 

In addition to our house, Sandy Point Resort consists of seven log 
cabins, two of which we built during our first long, cold winter here. That 
string of 60-plus days of below-freezing temperatures made us miss more 
than our friends back in California to be sure. But spring fmally came 
and now summer is here and once again, we're out throwing discs, 
enjoying the lake and our guests, who come mainly from lliinois, Minne
sota and southern Wisconsin. 

Long known as a vacation destination, the Northwoods is rich with 
secondary and old-growth pine and hardwoods-birch, maple, and poplar. 
It is not unusual to see a bald eagle or a red-tailed hawk soar overhead, 
and the forest surrounding our home is also home to fox, deer, black 
bears, wolves, and bobcats. 
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Squaw Lake, with its dark waters, is known as a "class A" muskie 
lake, with walleye and crappie just as likely to grab the angler's hooks. 
According to old-timers around these parts, fishing is not as good as it 
once was in all of the Northwoods due to a variety of reasons-the most 
controversial involving spear fishing rights of Native Americans. Unfor
tunately the debate has made for some bitter attitudes among fellow 
resort-owners, who are unhappy that their cabins aren't filled in the frrst 
weeks of the fishing season. 

Although we had no bookings in early May, we are happy to report 
that there was a lot of activity at Sandy Point Resort-disc golf activity 
that is. 

Because we participated in the World's Biggest Disc Golf Weekend, 
we inspired an article in the local newspaper. The reporter was enthusi
astic and, unusual in our experience, was the frrst "straight press" re
porter to interview us and write a story about disc golf that was not the 
least bit cynical. And we had a tremendous response. 

Disc golfers literally 
started showing up on our 
doorstep. Some were from 
towns nearby and others 
drove up from places like 
Marshfield, Green Bay, 
Appleton, and Sheboygan. 
Some have been back more 
than once just to be sure 
they got one of the best 
cabins for our frrst class-B 
PDGA tournament coming 
up in September. 

We were especially 
delighted to see an older 
couple with Florida license 
plates drive up one day to 
inquire about the course. 
They had seen the article 
and were anxious to check 
out our course for their son, 
who lives and plays in 
Kentucky. 

The good news is there 
seems to be hope for disc 
golf in the Northwoods. It 
may never draw the kinds 
of crowds that fishing once 

did, but one can always Go fishin' at dawn, play disc golf until dusk in the 
dream. Our move here Northwoods. 
has proved that dreams have a way of coming true. voWN 
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Personal Tournament Management 
by Chuck Kennedy 

Last season, Dr. Doug Ertman and I tied for the Higher Flyer award 
for the "most improved" in the pro divisions in the Minnesota Frisbee 
Association. One can never tell for sure whether your results were better 
due to practice, planning, luck, or weaker competition. 

I would like to think my results were better primarily due to factors I 
could control such as practice and planning. Although practicing is good, 
1 can't tell you that I practiced more last year than in previous years. In 
fact, it may have been less. 

I think the real key to my success was better planning. I've dubbed 
this Personal Tournament Management (PI'M). Pl'M factors are those 
that pertain to becoming a better tournament player and are not neces
sarily related to improving your throwing skills. 

Typical PTM factors would be getting enough sleep before an event, 
getting to the event early enough to warm up properly, at least walking 
the course if it's new, and checking our special tees and/or pin place
ments. However, here are a few lesser discussed PI'M factors plus a few 
ofmyown. 

Energy management is a subset of PI'M. It's even more important 
for events over 36 holes and for us "old" folks. It's an old cliche but 
remember: "never stand when you can sit, never sit when you can lie." 

Mike & Michele Cozzens present a PDGA-approved B event, the First Annual 

NORTHWOODS OPEN 
At Beautiful Sandy Point Resort 

On Squaw Lake 
September 17 & 18, 1994 

Come play amidst the "colorama" backdrop of this Northern 
Wisconsin course. Lakefront log cabins are available for 

golfers at discount rates. Bring the family! 

ALL DIVISIONS WELCOME 
Entry Fees: Pro Divisions: s37; Amateur Divisions: s22 

ADVANCE REGISTRATION & RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED 

For information on tournament and accommodations, please contact Mike & Michele 
at Sandy Point Resort: 1230 Sandy Point Lane, Lac du Flambeau, WI 54538 

715-SBS-3233. 
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Congratulations to our 9-hole winners 

World's Biggest Disc Golf Weekend, May 14-15, 1994 
Marstons Mills, MA - biggest turnout without a permanent course (272) 

Milwaukee, WI- biggest turnout in a big city (277) 
Ft. Collins, CO/St. Thomas, ONT- biggest turnout in a small city 

(2861277, declared a virtual tie) 

It's easy to forget about this while you're pumped up. But, force yourself 
to sit when possible, especially between rounds. Your energy reserve 
slips away unnoticed until it's too late! My legs almost always get tired 
long before my throwing arm. 

Resist practicing too much the day before an event. I stuck with 
this plan all last year. If I played at all the day before, I might play a 
warm-up round when on the road or play in the random doubles, but not 
both. 

Like many players, my driving is usually going to be there, but I'm 
never sure whether my good putter self or the gaackmeister will show up 
on event day. Bottom line: don't wear your arm out with excess practice 
drives. And a 20-footer is the same no matter what course you play. 

I ate lighter meals between rounds. I noticed that I used to get 
somewhat sluggish and took longer getting back in the game after even a 
normal meal. I adjusted my tee off stance slightly more to the right as I 
started to tire in the afternoon round. I've noticed that even when I don't 
feel tired, I have a tendency to release just a little bit sooner as the day 
goes on, even if I really try to control it. 

Are you there to do your your best or what? Last year, mostly 
due to the never-ending soggy weather, I decided I would become a much 
better "mudder". I decided that if I was going to make the effort to play 
in challenging conditions .. . I would show up to play. That meant being 
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prepared with proper equipment, more than sufficient extra clothes, and 
most importantly, a proper mental attitude. All four of my Minnesota 
masters wins last year were in tough conditions with rain, heavy wind, or 
both. 

It's the shoes! Courses like our rugged Kaposia Park inevitably lead 
one to try cleats or turf shoes. Although not scientific, over a period of 
time I noticed that my driving accuracy seemed worse with turf shoes. 
Now, I only use turf shoes in the frrst round if absolutely necessary. I get 
better control with tennis shoes. 

I think a case could be made that the friction of rotation is less 
variable with tennis shoes on all surfaces than with nubbed shoes be
cause very little of a tennis shoe "grabs" the surface. Think about it. 
Why would your throwing rotation with nubbed shoes be the same on a 
tee pad, dirt, grass and weeds? You've all discovered how important even 
the slightest deviation in release angle can be. Hmmm .... 

In addition, the added resistance of nub bed shoes was rougher on my 
pivot knee. The case can be made that the grip of nubbed shoes may help 
a player throw farther. However, I think most would agree that better 
control will win out over slightly more distance. 

Maybe we can get some publicity if we get a shoe manufacturer to 
produce a ''pump" disc golf shoe. When you pump it, out pop an array of 
nubs on the bottom when you need them for support on a hillside recov
ery shot. Unpumped, they're just like tennis shoes. 

With all this discussion about PrM factors, I don't want to completely 
leave out practice. However, my extra practice was somewhat unusual 
last season. I think my approach game was improved by all of the test 
throws I took while designing several courses last spring. Since I was out 
in fields throwing at objects or spots on the ground, my distance judge
ment improved. 

My mental game was also better. I focused on avoiding low putts as 
much as possible and starting my approach shot trajectories far enough 
to the right. Even when things were going poorly, I would create little 
challenges such as deucing the next three holes. Shooting a two is just as 
easy whether you carded a six or a two on the previous hole. 

Consider scorecard karma. If you're doing well, continue scoring 
until someone else wants the card. If you're not doing well, get rid of it as 
soon as you've done your share. 

Well, you've read how I did it. You can do it too if you focus on your 
unique PrM factors. Every one of my particular PTM methods may not 
be right for you. The key is to discover the elements, possibly subtle, that 
seem to enhance your performance ... and keep on doing them. Oh yeah, 
Dr. Doug says, "Don't forget to have fun!" 

This article originally appeared in the Spring 1994 issue of The 
Floater, the newsletter of the Minnesota Frisbee Association. To join and 
receive the quarterly newsletter, send $10 to the MFA, P. 0. Box 14281, 
Minneapolis, MN 55414. ncWN 
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Flying Backwards in Time 

Five Years Agr-1989 
Yes, it's been five years now since there was an open division world 

champion who wasn't named Ken Climo. It was in Waterloo/Cedar Falls, 
Iowa where Steve Wisecup carded 62 birdies and just three bogeys to 
capture his only world disc golf championship title over defending champ 
John Ahart. Randy Amann took third and Dan Ginnelly, playing his frrst 
worlds, was fourth. Climo, then a 21-year old newcomer to championship 
play, tied for fifth with teenager Robert Jerez Ill. Chris O'Cleary success
fully defended her world championship title beating Amy Bekken by 
three throws. Snapper Pierson scored a 10-throw win over Tom Monroe 
in the masters. Al Ballew and Paul Harris took the grand masters and 
senior grand masters respectively. 

John Andrews won the third annual Laurel Springs Open with a 
three-over par 195 for 63 holes. He and Rick Voakes set the course record 
of 52 during the event. 

J. Gary Dropcho and Suzanne Giendl became the frrst Amateur 
National Champions in July in Laurel Springs, North Carolina. 

Crazy John Brooks set the still-standing basketball field goal distance 
of27.74 meters on the national television show, That's Incredible. 

Golf discs introduced were the F4 Corsair, the B-17 Fortress, the 
Spitfrre, the Vortex, the High Tee 1-5, and the Pro 1-3. 

Ten Years Ago--1984 
A virtual newcomer, playing in his frrst major national competition, 

Sam Ferrans, at age 16, became the third PDGA world disc golf cham
pion. He arrived in Rochester, New York, just four days after getting a 
doctor's okay following a bout of pneumonia (which was cured by both 
antibiotics and a neighbor's home remedy, which consisted mainly of 
eucalyptus). Ferrans, one of only two players to shoot in the 40's all five 
rounds, bested Johnny Sias by five, Dave Greenwell by seven, and Tom 
Monroe by eight throws. Marie Jackson won the women's division for the 
second straight time and soon afterwards, retired from national competi
tion. Steve Slasor was the masters champ. 

A significant event occurred during the week of the championships 
when the Professional Disc Golf Association, which had been created and 
operated by Ed Headrick and his company, the Disc Golf Associatjon in 
1976, was officially turned over to the members, thus establishing the 
P.D.G.A as a player-run organization. 

Disc Golf Digest, maybe the first publication entirely dedicated to disc 
golf, was introduced in the Spring. 

Borrowing DGD's ''booklet" format, Columbia Disc Golf News (which 
would evolve into Disc Golf World News three years later) debuted in 
June as a typical local newsletter. With the second issue, following editor 
Rick Rothstein's frrst trip to the world championship~, national news was 
featured as well. 
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On May 26, Don "Sauce" Cain set the still-standing record for Maxi
mum Time Aloft at 16.72 seconds. 

New golf discs introduced were the Aviar, the Phantom, the Sure 
Shot, the 86 Mold, the Hooker, the Lazer, and the Bullet. 

Fifteen Years Ago-1979 
The biggest money disc golf tournament of all time was held in 

Huntington Beach, California. Known as the Wham.-0 $50,000 Frisbee® 
Disc Golf Invitational, a deep field of 144 players gathered to compete for 
the $10,000 frrst place check. Chicago's John Connelly, birdied two of his 
last four holes to force a sudden-life playoff with Santa Barbara's Tom 
Kennedy. Both birdied the frrst hole. An enthusiastic gallery rushed to 
the second hole, completely lining the length of the fairway. "John 
stepped up and threw a towering shot out to the right around the top 
branches of the trees, over the marsh and short of the hole. The gallery 
was freaking out. TK buzzed a dead straight shot through the opening, 
hitting one branch and sliding right a bit closer to the hole. As they 
approached their putts, the green was completely ringed with gallery and 
the players had to shoulder through the crowd to reach their lies. Ap
plause as they appeared added to the almost formal tone of the moment. 
John stepped up, took two aiming motions, and let it go. The disc hit the 

Compliments of Wham-0 

Mike "Captain Snap" Conger tied for third and won $2,300 at the $50,000 Tournament, but 
tried to get away with more from Wham-0 execs Tony Furman and Bob Gardner. 
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edge of the basket and fell out. Tom stepped to his lie, stared at the 
chains, and nailed it for 10 grand. Oh my, it was a really good round of 
golf." (from Frisbee disc World by Stork, July/August 1979) 

Craig Mauck set the still standing Mini MT A record for men in 
Huntsville, Alabama at 9. 79 seconds. 

Twenty Years AtP-1974 
Jim Palmeri, in a soon-to-be released booklet about the early history 

of disc golf describes 197 4 as "the year that disc sports came of age." 
Octad, "the first experimental comprehensive flying disc tournament," 
was h~ld on the campus of Rutgers University in New Brunswick, New 
Jersey on May 4th and 5th. In attendance were 30 players including "the 
very core of the new wave of disc athletes: Victor Malafronte, John 
Kirkland, Dave Johnson, Jrv Kalb, Jon Cohen, Jim Palmeri, Dan Roddick 
and Flash Eberle. Also present was Roger Barrett, the Frisbee guru from 
UC Berkeley, and mentor of Victor Malafronte." The overall title based 
on eight events (golf, distance, MTA, accuracy, trick throw accuracy, TRC, 
court, and Eastern trick catch) was won by Kirkland, who edged 
Malafronte by 5.5 points. Keith White took golf by two over Roddick and 
John Shaebert. 

The first-ever professional style disc golf tournament was the Ameri
can Flying Disc Open, held in Rochester, New York on August 3rd and 
4th. A brand new Datsun that was put up for first prize was an incentive 
to draw the known superstars of that era: Kirkland, Malafronte, Eberle, 
Roddick, Kalb, John Connelly, Tom Cleworth, John Sappington, Scott 
Dicot, John and Jo Cahow, Bruce Koger, and Papa Jack Roddick. Other 

Photo by Mary Jane Palmeri 

According to Palmeri, Dan Roddick was the winner, partly because he adapted to putting 
at baskets so quickly, and partly because he wanted the car more than anyone else. 

42 Disc Golf World News • Summer 1994 

IF YOUR GAME 
SUCKS ... 

Don't Blame it on your Bag 
WAJ.J. 
Cli~ 

QUALITY DISC BAGS- SINCE 1989 

new but talented players got flushed out of the woodwork: Kerry 
Kollmar, Mark Danna, Jimmy Scala, Doug Corea, Gus Emerson, Dave 
Marini, and Ted N aylon. For most of the 60 competitors, a new experi
ence at the AFDO was "holing out" by putting into a basket-type target. 
Virtually all previous disc golf play had been the hit-the-target or the 
Hula-Hoop variety. Roddick, with a convincing nine-throw win over 
Cleworth, drove away the new Datsun. (From Jim Palmeri.)- "Jim 
[Palmeri] thought of everything from accommodations to security. Some 
of the things that Jim also provided were printed scorecards, golf course, 
maps, refreshments, and even a party to entertain the participants on 
Saturday evening." The entry fee for this historical event was $3.00. 
(From Flying Disc World, August 1974.) 

On August 18th, the third Canadian Open was played in Toronto. 
Mainly a guts tournament, the 197 4 edition was noteworthy because it 
was the very frrst tournament in which freestyle (then called free form) 
was contested. Palmeri relates that this event united the prime movers 
in disc sports in Canada at that time, Jim Kenner, Ken Westerfield, and 
Bob Blakely with the "growing new wave of disc play that was welling 
up." (From Jim Palmeri.) 

On August 23, the first World Frisbee Championships (which would 
evolve into the U.S. Open Flying Disc Championships) was held at the 
Rose Bowl in Pasadena, California. About 70 of the leading Frisbee 
players across the country were invited to share their various Frisbee 
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skills with each other. It was an all-expenses-paid extravaganza paid for 
by the IFA and Wham-0. On Friday and Saturday, qualification for the 
new title of World Class Masters, the pre-lims in guts and distance, and a 
freestyle exhibition were held. On Sunday the Rose Bowl was opened up 
to the public for the first World Frisbee Championships. A crowd, esti
mated at between 9,000 and 15,000, watched the guts and distance fmals, 
some freestyle, a Frisbee Game exhibition, and the competition to decide 
the World Frisbee Champions, who were Victor Malafronte and Jo 
Cahow. The distance was won by John Kirkland with a throw of 271 feet 
while Monika L<>u had the best throw by a woman at 234 feet. (From 
Flying Disc World, October, 1974.) 

The Super Pro Frisbee was introduced at Octad. 

Twenty Five Years A!P--1969 
"Executing ballet-like teamwork on their way to a successful defense 

of the Julius T. Nachazel Trophy at the 12th International Frisbee 
Championship at Eagle Harbor, Michigan were the California Masters, a 
guts team consisting of 'Steady Ed' Headrick, Steve 'The Enforcer' Sewall, 
'Kinetic Ken' Headrick, Jay 'Armstrong' Shelton, and Tom 'Prince Val
iant' Boda." The Masters defeated the hometown Swedetown Sweathogs. 
Kinetic Ken won distance and Steady Ed won accuracy. A dramatic 
highlight of the weekend was the re-appearance, after an 11-year ab
sence, of Julius T. Nachazel himself. (From !FA News, Vol. 1, No.5.) 

Darrell Lewis, a slender 16-year-old Frisbee ace from Portland, 
Oregon narrowly defeated Gary Knuth of Normal, illinois in the finals of 
the [1st] National Junior Frisbee Championship at New York's Madison 
Square Garden, held during halftime of a game between the New York 
Knickerbockers and Baltimore Bullets. More than 17,000 people were on 
hand to cheer on the two competitors. (From !FA News, Vol. 1, No. 6.) 

tntimate Frisbee was invented by Columbia High School students in · 
Maplewood, New Jersey. 

Thirty Years A!P--1964 
Wham-O's Pro Model Frisbee replaced the Pluto Platter. 

Thirty-Five Years Ago-1959 
On May 16th, Wham-0 registered the name ''Frisbee" for its plastic 

flying disc. It had considered the name "Wingthing." Its registration 
number was 679186 under the category of"flying saucers for toss games." 

Forty-Years Ago-1954 
A newspaper article recounted the first "International Frisby Match" 

held on the Dartmouth campus between the Theta Delta Chi fraternity 
and group from Montreal know as the ''Tweedy Free-Throwers." The 
article specifically mentioned that the contestants chose the traditional 
pie pan over the "newfangled plastic flying saucers seen flying about the 
campus." (From Jim Palmeri.) 

Forty-Five Years Ago-1949 
Fred Morrison began selling the Pipco Flying Saucer.oowN 
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THE FIRST ANNUAL 

ow 
DISC GOLF TOUR 

STILLWATER OPEN MCCLURE OPEN 
BOOMER LAKE PARK MCCLURE PARK 

STILLWATER,OK TULSA,OK 
AUGUST 20 - 21 SEPTEMBER 3 - 4 

WILLYWOOD 
WILL ROGERS & WOODSON PARKS 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 
SEPTEMBER 24 - 25 

Already Contested 
LAKE ARCADIA OPEN 
LAKE ARCADIA PARK 

EDMONDS. OK 
MARCH 26-27 

WAR MEMORIAL OPEN 
WAR MEMORIAL PARK 

PONCA CI1Y. OK 
JUNE 18- 19 

POIN1S WILL BE KEPT IN PRO DIVISIONS. 
TROPHIES WILL BE AWARDED TO TOP PERFORMERS. 

FOR MORE INFO, CONTACT: 
PAULA STONE (405) 691-7891 or 

DAVE KING (918) 622-4472 
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State Overall Flying Disc Championships 
V' Establish state records in distance, MT A , TRC, and accuracy 
V' Learn more about double disc court, freestyle, and discathon 

V' Become a State event Champion 
DISCOVERING V' Set a U.S. or World record ~ ... ,~-~·---!·~--;~ ... ~~ 

r" E w 0 
R L 

0 11 Establish your personal best ~ 
V' Re-unite with the Frisbee Family 

Alabama Sept 3-4 Mobile Terry Rester 205-645-0636 
Arizona Dec 10-11 Phoenix Judy Robbins 602-433-7846 
Arkansas Sept 18 Little Rock Preston Cowan 501-562-6089 
California Jun11-12 San Diego Rick LeBeau 619-223-2728 
Connecticut Jun 25 Woodstock Carl Emerson 203-963-2057 
Delaware Oct 22-23 Newark Rich Hughes 302-834-8040 
Florida Oct 1-2 Orlando Bob Lewis 407-295-8713 
Georgia Oct 1-2 Atlanta Ed Thomas 407-295-8713 
Hawaii Jun 25-26 Honolulu Lori Daniels 808-734-7727 
Kansas Sep 17-18 Kansas City Rick Rothstein 91 3-648-1 905 
Kentucky Ju14 Edgewood Fred Salaz 606-341-0156 
Louisiana Mar27 Shreveport Brian Harrison 318-742-4776 
Maine Jun 4-5 Old Orchard Bch. John Rushlow 207-934-7576 
Michigan Jun11-12 Lansing Pat Timmons 313-995-3323 
Minnesota Jun 18-19 St. Cloud Tim Mackey 612-255-0966 
Montana Sep 10-11 Bozeman John Andre 406-259-114 7 
Nevada Jun11-12 Las Vegas Tom Campoli 702-898-6668 
New Hampshire Sep 17 Rindge Peter Anderson 603-598-8254 
New York Oct 1-2 Mt. Kisco Dave Jones 914-737-3939 
North Carolina Aug Charlotte Russell Schwarz 704-753-1539 
Oklahoma Aug 13-14 Tulsa Rick Neil 918-622-6648 
Oregon Sep 3-4 Estacada Darren McCracken 503-232-9658 
Pennsylvania May 28-29 Erwinna Frank Senk 215-361-7699 
Rhode Island Jul23 Newport T.M. Dyer 401-846-3236 
South Dakota Aug 6-7 Aberdeen Bob Trebilcock 605-225-8614 
Tennessee Sep 24-25 Nashville Ken Folger 615-662-5042 
Texas Oct 15-16 Austin John Houck 512-385-6789 
Wisconsin Sep 1 0-11 Milwaukee Andy Schrank 414-457-1898 

A goal of United States Disc Sports is to have an overall flying disc championship 
in each of the 50 states. So far in 1994, a record 29 states have registered. Each 
meet will feature competitions in at least three of the following disc sports: golf, 
discathon, freestyle, double disc court, distance, accuracy, and self-caught flight 
(maximum time aloft and/or throw run and catch). To enter the 1994 United States 
Flying Disc Championships to be held in Ft. Collins, Colorado in August, a person 
must have competed in a State overall meet. 

If your state is not listed above and you are interested in running a meet, 
contact Danny Mcinnis at Wham-0 Sports Promotions at 800-423-4174. 
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So What is a Wiff Diff Anyway? 
by Dan "Stork" Roddick 
Chairperson, W.F.D.F. Rules & Individual Events Committees 

Good question. Most 
American players don't 
run into the World Flying 
Disc Federation too often. 
They don't see a big 
W.F.D.F. multi-media van 
parked at the golf course or hold a membership card in the organization. 
Actually, however, almost all competitive and recreational players are 
members ofW.F.D.F. through their membership in affiliated clubs or 
organizations. 

P.D.G.A. members, for example, are represented by the participation 
of the P.D.G.A. as a W.F.D.F. organizational member. Currently 
W.F.D.F. has 19 national members, 30 provisional national members, and 
four event association members (P.D.G.A, illtimate Players Association, 
Guts Players Association, and the Freestyle Players Association). Begun 
in 1985, W.F.D.F. membership now represents nearly a quarter of a 
million disc players on six continents. Its principal goal is to effectively 
represent and promote disc sports as a whole to the global community. 
As part of that mission, W.F.D.F. is a member of the General Association 
of International Sports Federations (G.A.I.S.F.) and represents our sports 
to other organizations such as the World Games and Olympics 
committees. 

With a home base in Sweden, the activities of the federation are 
overseen by an international board whose directors are chosen at an 
annual congress of the member associations. The 1994 congress will be 
held August 20th in Essex, England as part of the World illtimate and 
Guts Championships. Under the direction of the president and the board 
are several committees. They are: Disc Golf, Field Events, DDC, illti
mate, Guts, Freestyle and Minority Interests. The committee structure 
has an interesting function for the sport. When there is a high level of 
organizational activity such as there is currently in ultimate through the 
U.P.A, the W.F.D.F. ultimate committee provides a support role for 
ultimate and works principally on issues of international coordination. 
On the other hand, where there is little or no organizational activity, such 
as in the field events, the W.F.D.F. committee takes the lead in direction 
of these activities. This relationship ebbs and flows as conditions change. 

The same basic theory dictates W.F.D.F.'s relationship with the 
national associations. Unlike many political organizations, the organiza
tion is designed to have its principal strength in its arms not its center. 
Coordination, communication, oversight and representation are the goals, 
not overriding control. 

Over this past year, many American golfers had their first contact 
with W.F.D.F. as a result of our cooperation with the P.D.G.A. on the 
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o PDGA Super Tour o 
o Triple PDGA Points o 
o $3,000 min. purse o 

o $50 first ace o 
o Players Package o 
o Friday Doubles o 

• 
1tUGU 

\ 

o Main Scoreboard o 
o 3 Leaderboards o 
o Radio Scoring o 

o Roped Fairways o 
o Large Galleries o 
o Media Coverage o 

"Not Just a Tournament ... But an Event" 
s~~~~mlbl®r ~ 1~~~~ ~u~ ~ ~ ~~~ 

Gordon Memorial Disc Golf Course 
Pendleton King Park • Augusta, Georgia 

Divisions: Open - $50 Women - $50 Masters - $50 *Amateur - $30 
*Nine spots have been reserved for Am 1 players who meet one of the following qualifications: 
1) first six registrations received from winners of Am 1 PDGA Tournaments in 1994; 2) top three 
finishers in the amateur qualifier to be held on Saturday, September 3rd, 1994. 

Registrations received after September 12th will incur a $10 late registration fee. Send name, 
address, phone, and PDGA # with a check or money order payable to: 

Walter Clay 
(706) 736-0190 

Augusta Disc Golf Association 
1339 Wingfield Street 
Augusta, GA 30904 

Brian Graham 
(706) 736-8537 

development of the technical standards on flexibility, rim sharpness and 
rim configuration. W .F .D .F. also provided the impetus for the adoption of 
the class play concept. Each of these issues came out of the W.F.D.F. golf 
and rules committee and were a reflection of international interests 
which had not been previously addressed. 

This season W.F.D.F. has again forwarded two issues to the P.D.G.A 
hoping for action on the part of the P.D.G.A. rules committee to adopt the 
proposed rule concepts. Both of the rules are administrative procedures 
which do not directly affect play and have been included in the 1994 
W.F.D.F. golf rules. They are: 

48 

804.03 Scoring: 
E. If all the players in the group agree that a score was recorded in error, 

the score may be changed prior to the scorecard being turned in. After the 
card is turned in, the score will stand with no appeal. If it is subsequently 
determined that a score for a hole or a total score was incorrectly recorded, 
the director shall add two penalty strokes to the correct total score. 

F. Players of the group shall rotate the scorekeeping responsibility propor
tionally. The first player listed in the group is responsible for picking up 
the scorecard(s) prior to the start of the round and is the first scorekeeper. 
He is also responsible for returning the group's scorecard(s) within 15 
minutes after the completion of a round. Failure to do so will result in an 
automatic two-throw penalty to be added to the responsible player's 
score. 
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The previous W.F.D.F. rules and current P.D.G.A. procedure are: 

E. If all the players in the group agree that a score was recorded in error, the 
score may be changed prior to the scorecard being turned in. Mter the card 
is turned in, the score will stand with no appeal. If it is subsequently 
determined that a score for a hole or a total score was incorrectly recorded 
the director shall: (1) require the affected player's score to stand if the 
error resulted in a higher score; or, (2) add three penalty strokes to the 
correct score, for each erroneous stroke in the player's favor. 

F. Players of the group shall rotate the scorekeeping responsibility propor
tionally. The first player listed on the card is responsible for picking up 
the scorecard(s) prior to the start of the round and is the first scorekeeper. 

G. All players are responsible for returning their scorecards within 15 
minutes after the completion of a round. Failure to do so will result in an 
automatic six throw penalty. 

These procedures are a result of international feedback on both issues. 
The philosophy behind both is similar in that they each assign a simple 
and modest penalty if a player fails to fulfill his or her responsibility. 

In rule 804.03 E, we feel the past rule produces a capricious penalty. 
In 1992, at the W.F.D.F. world overall championships, I was forced to 
give an entire foursome 30-stroke penalties each because they made a 
10's column error in figuring of their score on a 27-hole course. Obviously 
they weren't all trying to cheat us by 10 strokes. They simply made a 
group error for which they should have received a measured penalty. 

Why did the 

Tlf§ fM fM !§~~!§ !§ fl!l rtUfM® 
!PJU~© ©!Xl#lfiYil!PU©fM~!XJU!P~ 
set a world record for turnout at a state multi-event tournament 

last year with 180 competitors? The word had gotten around that 

~{ying 'Disc 'Drive 
puts on a great show!!! The cash purse has grown to over $4,000 
and the Amateur prizes have been over 200% of entries the last 

two years (that's why we're an A tier event!), while the large well
organized staff has consistently delivered six well-run events: Disc 
Golf, DDC, MTA, Distance, Accuracy, and Freestyle. This year the 
tournament will be even better as the golf will be played on the 
world-class Seven Oaks Course with 9 temporary holes added to 
make a beautiful 27, and the other five events will be held within 

spittin' distance (not an event!) the weekend of 

September 24th and 25th. FFI call Ken Folger(615-662·5042). 

Disc Golf World News • Summer 1994 49 



We feel it is more appropriate to simply say that we expect the player 
to submit a correct score and if that is not done, regardless of the direc
tion or dimension of the error, a two-stroke penalty is added. 

We feel this is more even-handed, simple, and appropriate. Our 
research also shows that it will be quite popular with players for those 
very reasons. It also is an appropriate fit with other procedural penalties 
we have adopted for golf. 

Rule 804.03 F works similarly. We propose to specify the responsible 
player (who can be clearly identified on the hole assignment master list) 
and assign an appropriate penalty for lack of compliance. No rule will 
eliminate all problems in this area but this at least narrows the search 
for a missing card and punishes only the player who is directly respon
sible. Over time, that responsibility is equally shared by all players in 
different rounds of play. 

A basic goal of the W.F.D.F. rules committee is to maintain uniform 
rules for all the disc games and this has been largely achieved. In some 
cases however, W.F.D.F. does promote rule changes if there appears to be 
a significant gap between the current rules and the needs of players, 
organizers and the sport in general. 

At this point, the current P.D.G.A. rules have been in place for over 
four years. Obviously certain needs have developed over that time. A 
P.D.G.A committee under the direction of Carlton Howard is currently 
revising potential rule changes and W.F.D.F. has formally presented 
these two administrative changes for consideration in that process. 
When the new P.D.G.A rules are completed, we at W.F.D.F. will do all 
that we can to bring the W.F.D.F. rules into complete agreement with 
those ofthe P.D.G.A. 

Like most other organizations in disc sports, all of the W.F.D.F. 
working members are players who volunteer their time and effort to 
make a contribution to a healthy future for our sports. For more informa
tion about W.F.D.F. or to fmd out how you can help with its mission, 
contact either: 

World Flying Disc Federation 
c/o Johan Lindgren, Secretary 
Gnejsvagen 24 
853 57 Sundsvall 
Sweden 

United States Disc Sports 
c/o Bob or Beth Verish 
8550 Tujunga Valley St. 
Sunland, CA 91040 

r-----------------------, DISC GOLFER 885 
I Advertise your stuff in the new Disc Golf BBS Classified Ads message area. I 
I Wanting to sell? Looking to buy or trade? For only $15, you can have your I 
I ad on the BBS for one full year. It will also be sent out to the world on the I 
1 Frisbee Sports Echo. Send check or M.O. along with your ad of up to 15 1 
I lines to: Disc Golfer BBS, P. 0. Box 11693, Shorewood, WI 53211 I 
\. Disc Golfer BBS - 414-964-5111- 24 hrs. - Modem speeds 2400-28800. 6 
, _______________________ ., 
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150 Class is Not for Everyone 
by Nick Kight 

I am responding to your challenge to relate my concerns for the future of 
the P.D.G.A. directly to you. In doing so, I wish to begin by saying that I 
mean no personal offense to any individuals (last of all, you), who I be
lieve, are working for the betterment of our beloved game, disc golf. The 
topic I wish to expound upon is the 150 class. Please accept my claim to 
know the difference between "whining" and "well-thought out analysis." 

Let's consider the concept of "fairness." My criterion for fairness is 
that it be the same for everyone. Now, unless you get into the physiologi
cal dynamic of those players' games that are based on "muscling'' the 
discs (those players generally being considered the best players in the 
world) and those who would naturally throw lighter plastic because they 
lack arm speed or, quite simply, prefer them, then there is no question 
that the 150 class is in fact "fair." For that matter, playing in an 80- or a 
10-gram class would be "fair," since all players would be allowed the same 
disc specifications. 

In all honesty, I don't care what we play with. I love disc sports and I 
love disc golf. From hotel hallway golf or bottle caps into trash cans to 
flinging a 176-gram Viper into a headwind on hole #1 at Laurel Springs, I 
love it. But fortunately, we are not discussing what I love or don't love, 
we are talking about the defming of a sport that is at its dawn, and an 
organization, the P.D.G.A., which has something other than a glorious 
track record. 

Imagine the PGA suddenly saying that their tour was to change ball 
specifications so that you had to use balls that were lighter. The question 
everyone would ask is "Why?!" But, what would they answer, the PGA? 
Safety? "In case of future lawsuits, where people have been injured by 
balls, we are changing our ball specifications to a ball that is a little 
lighter, but can fly as far if not farther than the previous ball, but admit
tedly has a little less control, especially in wind." 

So this brings us to the topic of"safety." How can something, a piece 
of molded plastic, only 20 to 30 grams lighter, traveling at what Conrad 
Damon and others concede are faster initial speeds and are almost 
inarguably less controllable (especially by the top players' "muscle" arms) 
as being less dangerous. I'm afraid that logic escapes me, as I hope it 
does most. If such logic existed, then, it would be natural that we would 
eventually be playing disc golf with Scotties paper plates (but even they 
might cause future lawsuits, because of paper cuts). 

Conrad writes in the last issue [the parenthetical statements are 
Nick's-€d.]: "As Dan Roddick is quick to point out and I to second that 
the responsibility (of safe play) remains with the players. No amount of 
foresight (150 class, Scottie paper plates) can overcome selfish stupidity. 
Even a beach disc can do damage in the hands of an idiot." I agree with 
him totally and by his own logic also agree that the 150 class is a noble, 
but pre-destined, failure. The key is not to have safer discs, which under 
the pre-existing disc specifications, it is arguable that we do have discs 
that are as safe as possible, but that our players be responsible and 
always exercise safe play. 
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FLYING EYE COLLECTION 

Call 

Flying Eye 
Disc Sales 

Nick 
Sartori 

(813) 
797-9017 

We'll see you on tour! 

Minimum 
Order: 

25 Discs 
$5.00 each 

50 Discs 
$4.85 each 

100 Discs 
$4.75 each 

plus shipping 

Conrad makes several interesting observations in his article "Winter
time Open Goes 150 for the First (and last, I hope) Time." To summarize, 
he states that if you're unfortunate enough to have a "muscle arm" and 
"if you're having trouble controlling them, slow down your arm and make 
sure your snap is clean." Hey! I've worked long and hard for my fast arm 
speed. You're now telling me that I've got to stop doing what has taken 
me so long to learn into second nature. 

He also said that "results are not noticeably different." Tell that to a 
guy who has a putt blown over the basket by four mph gust of wind, 
when his perfectly-safe 174 Aviar would have spanked the sweet spot! 

And by your own analysis on page 46 of the Spring 1994 DGWN, the 
scores of the top players all went up by three strokes a round, while the 
women's went down almost two strokes! Now, not to knock women or 
masters or anyone else, but if we take their scores as represe~ting the 
less-skilled players in comparison, to the open pro class, then 1t would 
appear that not only does it have an effect but a quite "noticeable" ~ne, 
and one that could be construed as a handicapped system. Does th1s 
handicapping side effect have anything to do with the real purpose of the 
150 class? 

This brings me to a topic I truly hope is not the case, but have little 
choice in doing anything but realizing that it is a strong likelihood.. I can 
hear all of the merchandisers groaning, even as I approach the top1c. 

"Profit!" Somebody is making a pocket-full of cash on this, and if 
they're not, they have in my opinion, multipli~ their woes b~ two. . 
Because they have basically added one more msult to the strmg commg 
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[rom the P.D.G.A to those die-hard players who have hung with the 
P.D.G.A. through all its hard times and, secondly, they have compounded 
it by pouring their money down a pre-destined failure for a couple of 
bucks now. 

I wonder if the P.D.G.A. truly realizes the needless discontent they 
have created. Here in Japan, we have only two heavy disc tournaments a 
year, and I wouldn't be surprised if they were changed by next ye~. The 
pro class here, already heavily depleted has only becoii_le further disen-. 
franchised. One of my best disc golf friends here, rookie of the year, srud 
he may take up ball golf (which costs $200 a pop to play here in Japan), 
because he's so miffed. 

I play in the 150-class events; he refuses. I enjoy disc golf for all of 
the same reasons, of which I have long since removed the often-oppres
sive elements the P.D.G.A has from time to time rained on us, from my 
mind. (Not to mention the J.P.D.G.A) I will never stop playing, but I 
fear that the same can not be said for others-long time players, begin
ners, or those who have yet to play. In all honesty, I don't fear for disc 
golf. I am however concerned with the organizing body and its effect on 
the sport and players. 

It seems ridiculous to me that by changing rules on disc specifications 
we hope to nurture growth in our sport and organization. It's true that 
they are necessary on a basic level, but if real progress is to be made, the 
game must be left unviolated. People did not fall in love with disc golf 
because of the P.D.G.A, quite the opposite actually, more likely in spite 
of the P.D.G.A. They don't need the P.D.G.A. fiddling around in their 
bags or heads. What they need, if I may speak for them, is what the 
P.D.G.A. itself needs: to feel purposeful and appreciated while serving 
the game they love. It needs to stop nitpicking and start opening up 
opportunities for everyone to contribute. 

I am in no way blaming the P.D.G.A. exclusively. Certainly it has 
had its successes. And the players have not always been clear in their 
desires. Still, I think that it is safe to say that the players and local clubs 
have created the sport of disc golf as we now know it, and it is about time 
that the P.D.G.A realizes its true place in this structure. 

And there you are Rick, the man in the middle. What do you say to 
the P.D.G.A. board members? What do you say to the players you repre
sent? I don't envy your position. It is a precarious one at best. 

My advise is to batten down the loose ends of the game's rules and 
specifications (not create new ones), start a coherent, consistent rhythm 
of running the pro tour, and leave local clubs to their own devices. Make 
the P.D.G.A. the bench mark by which all disc golf organizations, events, 
sponsors, and TD's relate, and perhaps, one day, even the players will 
view it as strong and immovable. 

This letter is both a personal letter to a friend and from a supporter 
to a representative. I will not copy or send this letter to others, though, of 
course, I reserve the right to speak my mind at any point. My intention is 
not to create dissention, but as you put it, "to foster communication." I 
ask you to honestly and openly contemplate my ideas. 

I will state here, to you, Rick, that as far as responsiveness goes for 
the P.D.G.A., over the years, they, other than the newsletter, get a near 
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zero. I hope to hear you address some of these points either personally (a 
letter) or in a reaction statement to the players in general (newsletters). 
If it's important to me, it's bound to be important to the .other ~layers. 

In this age and time, mistakes have become almost rmpossible to 
address or redress. Please don't become defensive, I'm on your team, if, 
as I believe you are for the betterment of disc golf. If you decided to drop 
the 150 class, or alter it, or even limit all play to the 150 class, I will 
support you, as long as you convince me of your intentions. At this time, 
obviously, I am not clear on them. 

Safety, as I think you can agree, is not a valid argum?~t. If it were, 
why are heavy Aviars and old style heavy discs also prohibited? ~he 
realm of safety relies completely on the player and the course designer. 

Level of play is reduced, statistically for the top players, and for those 
that it improves, they would naturally switch to 150 class anyway. Is 150 
class to be a handicapping system? If not, its existence is mute. 

Is money the 150 class base motive? If so, it will be trading short 
term gains for long term sustainable growth and prosperity. 

Is the role of the P.D.G.A. to drop occasional bombs on us, the play
ers? If it is, the game and the sport may well be better off without it. 
Stop the dictums and just run a tighter ship. 

I'm a resource for you Rick. I am here to help where I can. The old 
saying goes, "when your intentions are pure, ask and ye shall receive." 

Rick Rothstein's Response 
By challenging players to respond, I hadn't thought about how I 

would be challenged in turn. I appreciate Nick's missive, and will at
tempt to continue the dialogue. 

First of all, I believe the adoption of the technical standards and the 
creation of the three classes of competition by the P.D.G.A. was done 
without adequate communication with the membership. Although I 
concur with its decision, the Board, via the newsletter, could have engen
dered more public debate, before its decision. 

Safety is an issue that should be of great concern to our sport because 
it is played almost exclusively in unregulated public parks. Generally, I 
believe that getting hit with a lighter disc will cause less damage than 
with a heavier disc. I'm told that how hard a disc hits something is a 
measure of its velocity times its mass at the time of impact. While lighter 
discs might have a faster initial speed, they will lose velocity more 
quickly into the wind, and downwind, both discs will have similar speeds. 
Thus unless someone is whacked within the first 20-25 yards of a disc's 
flight the lighter discs will have less impact. The other aspects of the 
technical standards, limiting discs' sharpness and requiring an increased 
level of flexibility seem to me, to be well-thought out. Getting hit by a 
sharp-edged disc increases the chance for cutting (rather than bruising) 
and if a disc flexes more on impact, it will lessen the trauma. All and all, 
I think the adoption of these standards was prudent, because you 
cannot legislate against idiots. And of course, we need to continue to 
improve our course design skill to reduce further, the potential for 
thrown-disc injuries. We also need to systematically monitor the courses 
already in existence for design flaws. (This would likely go through the 
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P.D.G.A. There is currently a course evaluation system that has been 
developed by Chuck Kennedy, but few courses have been evaluated yet.) 

Is anyone ''forcing" 150 class on the players? It's a class of competi
tion and an option for tournament directors. Those players who don't 
want to play a 150 event, don't have to enter it. Because promoting a 
tournament is, at one level, an economic event, if the players don't 
respond, there will not be too many 150 class meets. I'm willing to let the 
marketplace decide the viability of this competitive class. 

There is no handicapping involved. It's just different. It's like a pro 
auto racer opting to drive in Indy car races or NASCAR races or both. 
The equipment used (the vehicles) are different and require different 
strategies, but it's still auto racing. 

Because of the fact that most play is unregulated in the U.S. (Nick, I 
can't get into what's happening or happened in Japan because I've never 
been there and I believe that each country will evolve somewhat indepen
dently. ), it's very doubtful that courses will soon become restricted to a 
particular kind of play in the U.S. And at this point, there is no discus
sion within the P.D.G.A of creating class-specific courses. (Although, 
there are some courses where this might not be a bad idea.) 

As far as the profit motive goes, I'm afraid that your argument eludes 
me. Sure, the manufacturers are using from five to almost 20 percent 
less material in some cases, and the price for 150-class discs has not been 
discounted at the wholesale level, but it still takes time to mold each disc, 
stamp it, warehouse it, and sell it. I really don't think it's a bonanza. 
The manufacturers are merely responding to a demand. 

The PGA regulates tech standards in golf. There are balls that will 
go farther, but are forbidden for PGAplay. There are tech standards for 

• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
• The Ninth Annual Indiana Fall Series • • • 

September 1 Oth September 25th 
Kokomo Mishawaka 

Highland Park September 18th Wilson Park 
Allen Pier Terre Haute Tom Walker 

(317) 452-9193 Deming Park (219) 299-0686 
Rob Sparks 

September 11th (812) 232-2640 October 1st 
Logansport Ft. Wayne 
France Park Swinney Park 
Tom Denton Clint Ferneau • 

(219) 753-2707 September 24th (219) 485-8836 • • • • September 17th 
Peru 

October 2th • • Jellystone Campground • • Indianapolis 
Mike Mavrick Hammond • • Brookside Park Riverside Park • • (317) 985-3187 • • Billy Bob Vigil Brian Cummings • • (317) 293-8192 (219) 836-8240 • • • • All players meetings begin at 9:30AM. For series information, • • call Ken Brown (317) 472-4000 or Mike Mavrick (317) 985-3187. • 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 
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clubs. Every sport that claims legitimacy has technical standards for its 
equipment, and has an organization in charge of creating, and altering 
these standards, as needed. The P.D.G.A, by adopting the latest tech 
standards, was, in your words, battening "down the loose ends of the 
game's ... specifications." 

I think 150 class has had a beneficial effect on the game so far. For 
too long, newer players, ignorant of their own abilities concerning arm 
speed, have opted for the heaviest discs, often in wrongful imitation of the 
best players on their courses. As you said, you've worked hard to develop 
your arm speed to be able to maximize the heavier discs. Now that we 
have the radical notion of 150 grams or less discs, I have observed lots of 
players experimenting with lighter discs-not necessarily 150 class, but 
often 10 to 20 grams lighter. I've witnessed good, but not necessarily 
successful pro-level players, who have increased their distances off the 
tee by using 150- or 160-gram Vipers or Whippets. As a result, they have 
become more competitive. 

Lighter discs for newer players, ladies, and children are also reaping 
benefits. For so long, boyfriend, wanting to get girlfriend into the game, 
would give her his beat-up heavy disc to get her started. Now, a novice, 
regardless of gender, may throw a 150-gram disc and often, can throw it 
farther and score better. 150 is not for everyone. But for those who lack 
the sufficient arm speed or time to practice to get better (throw farther) 
with heavier discs, it is beneficial. (And that is personal testimony!) 

And now on to the P.D.G.A. Except for three years, I have been on 
the Board of Directors since 1987. That was the year we had our frrst 
elections under a constitution. Since that time, I will be the frrst to admit 
that our track record has not been strong. The biggest problems have 
been making decisions without adequate communication and failure to 
create logical and enforceable standards and procedures for competition. 

However, there is still a World Championships each year and two 
major championships for amateurs. The Course Directory has been a 
successful enterprise. Today's rules, though they still need improvement, 
are generally better than the ones we had in 1984 when we became a 
player-run organization. At that point, there was no money and no 
structure. Annual dues had to be instituted and a constitution had to be 
written. Then as now, we depend almost entirely on volunteers. To this 
day, we have one employee. Because such personal factors as families 
and jobs inevitably take priority over disc golf, the P.D.G.A.'s (as well as 
local and regional) effectiveness has been inconsistent. 

I am optimistic that the current Board will make some steps forward. 
Look for better communication, a more logical pro tour, development of 
educational n1aterials, and a review of our corporate and legal structure. 
I would like to encourage you Nick, as well as other P.D.G.A. members, to 
quit thinking of the P.D.G.A. in the third person, because it's all of us 
who pay our dues and attend sanctioned events who make up the 
P.D.G.A. Try this. The next time you say, ''the P.D.G.A. needs to do this" 
or "the P.D.G.A. is a hapless organization without a clue," insert "we" for 
the "P.D.G.A." and go from there. 

Thanks for writing Nick, and I hope to continue the dialogue when we 
meet this summer and find out how to utilize you as a resource. DowN 
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THE DISC GOLF ASSOCIATION, INC. 
ANNOUNCES A NEW COMPLETE LINE OF 

DISC GOLF EQUIPMENT EXCLUSIVELY FOR 
SPORTING GOODS STORES' DISTRIBUTION. 

Featuring: 
Mach 1.5 Disc Pole Holes®, new light weight Tee signs, and a 
special advertising program for campgrounds, church camps, 
YMCA/YWCA camps, Boy and Girl Scout Camps, college 
campuses, church schools, reformatories, prisons, even some 
park and recreation departments. 

This is your chance to get on the first tee with a program that 
can provide you with a good income for many years, selling 
and demonstrating the sport you love. First come, first 
served! Do you feel qualified to call on national chains? Tell 
us your plan and the best plan wins. 

Mach 1.5 is the same size wire as the original Mach I and 
comes with a new set of specially-made heavy chains. It also 
easily converts to a two-ring basket Mach ill. This is a hot new 
design that will rattle your chains. It is welded steel, hot 
dipped galvanized, and it screws together too. 

Don't forget you can still earn a 10% commission on Mach ill 
and LITE equipment sales to park departments. However, 
you must request a commission letter and record your exclu
sive contract with DGA. Again the first letter filed gets the 
commission. NO EXCEPTIONS! 

If you would like to earn continuing commissions on the sale 
of this equipment to Team Sports stores or any interested 
Sporting Goods stores, write or fax the DGA for more infor
mation now. Capitalize on the sport of the future, Disc Golf. 

Disc Golf Association 
2536 Freedom Blvd. 

Watsonville, CA 95076 
Phone ( 408) 722-6037 • Fax ( 408) 722-8176 
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~E~t:~~~ .. t.o.:.·::::::::·:·::::::::::· ::: ~~j ~1f.f80o i$ffi~~~k ... ::·:·:· ~ ~ ~ ~ ~; 65~ :::~:nu:s: ....... 70 68 71 200 

Ryojl Kamal ........ .~·.'. ~~~ 90 Russell Britt .. 48 53 49 48 198 55 .......... 
87 83 86 256 

KenlchiTsujl ... 321 90 ~ AndyMoberg .... 86 89 84 259 
Se!Fujimara .... 323 90 Paula Eckiwardy ..... 58 65 64 187 110 John Fowler ............... 83 89 87 259 
Joe Vetne ............ . . 327 & ~ & won $100 In nine·hole showcase final 
Jotara Hirab ash! ...... 327 90 Rick Rldlardson ..... 48 49 48 46 191 400 & Warriors is a 24-hole coures. 
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60 

62 64 64 56 246 
.. 64 64 60 60 248 

60 71 61 57 249 
66 63 64 57 250 

58 51 58 53 220 
57 61 59 55 232 

. 57 63 60 54 234 
63 58 57 58 236 
56 55 49 47 207 

56 56 49 47 208 
57 59 47 48 211 
58 55 49 51 213 
56 57 52 50 215 
56 51 61 47 215 
59 55 50 51 215 
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... .. 66 69 69 29 224 $450 
...... 66 65 70 31 232 230 

....... 72 66 66 30 234 150 
.70 69 69 29 236 100 
68 70 71 209 80 

78 n 89 
84 80 87 

. 92 97 94 

656869 
68 66 72 
67 68 74 

69 70 68 
72 73 69 
68 68 78 

. 70 70 75 
75 72 73 

75 79 82 

244 115 
251 63 
283 20 

202 340 
206 185 
209 95 

207 
214 
214 
215 
220 

236 
237 

146 $72 
. 154 44 

155 29 
..... " 193 41 

161 
162 

.... 167 

.... 160 

72 
44 
29 

···· ···················· ... .... 160 
·········· ·· ··· ··········· . 162 

167 

42 57 32 131 
49 53 34 136 

. 43 53 
49 50 

. 49 51 

.. 48 54 

5364 

96 
99 

100 
102 

174 
. " 181 

.. ... .............. 186 
""" 186 
.. 187 

217 

.. ... 173 
179 

. 183 
186 
186 
187 
187 

.. 201 
207 

$330 
170 
115 
115 

75 
56 

370 
200 
140 

95 
95 
31 
31 

110 
42 

pen-continued 

182 
190. 
192 

.. . .. 194 
......................... 194 
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232 130 
244 70 

210 
215 
215 
215 
219 
219 
220 

257 
261 

220 
229 

198 

515 
335 
240 
148 
148 
105 

85 
75 
70 
50 
50 
50 
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