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lnnova-C1alll]ion .... 
Better designs. 
Better plastic. 

Better moldings. 
Better colors. 

Better than ever. 

'' In the beginning, I tried all the brands. Innova has the better product. I like 
the feel of the plastic. They've always been big innovators and breakthrough 
artists in new designs. They stay on the leading edge of technology. '' 

Ken Climo, better than ever! 
Innova-Champion, better than ever! 

INNOVA-CHAMPION DISCS 

11CIDTacoma Cr., Rancho OJcamonga, CA (9J9) 481-6266 
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H 
OW MANY OF Y OU tune in to 
David Letterman just to see the 
nightly Top 10 List? It's always 

hilarious. The best of Letterman's Top 10 
Lists are now in books. 

People love lists, stats, rankings -
anything that shows them what's the 
best, longest, strongest, farthest, or 

BY TOM SCHLUETER 

whatever. Inquiring minds want to know, 
right? And everyone makes up their own 
lists: TV, radio, newspapers, books, bill
boards, magazines - every conceivable 
form of media. We've even jumped on the 
bandwagon with some stats, plus in this 
issue we have Ken Climo rank his top 10 
courses. The season is finally winding 
down and our tournament rankings on 
the Calendar page should stand with the 
exception of Vegas and the VPO in Texas 
still coming up. 

Rankings and statistics abound in 
Golf Magazine. You'll find stats on PGA 
scoring leaders, driving distance, % 
drives in fairway, total driving, % greens 
in regulation, putting leaders, birdies per 
round, eagle leaders, and all around. 
That's just for the PGA There are stats 
for Seniors and the LPGA. 

I think the time has come for a disc 
golf player ranking system. Initially it 
needs to be the top Open players. Of 
course the simplest way to do this is by 
calculating points which the PDGA 
already does. But is this enough? Does it 
paint the whole picture? I don't think you 
can rank players only based on points 
accumulated over the season. This does
n't give the power rating or a player's 
true strength.Yes, a player has to be good 

24 Soapbox 
Once Upon A Soapbox: Rebuttal to "The Critic" 

by Mark Ellis 
January/February '98 Deadline: 

26 Scoreboard 

to accumulate hundreds of points, but 
having the resources and time to travel 
can boost your points. You earn triple 
points at an A-Tier, but what if the event 
has a small Open field? And earning 
triple points at an event where a field is 
weak skews the value of the points. 
Somehow we need to develop a system to 
determine strength of field. 

So how would one start? What tour
naments would we choose to determine 
an initial baseline ranking? The perfect 
place to begin would be a World 
Championships. Your initial world rank
ing begins with your finish at a world 
championships. Easy enough. After that, 
your ranking fluctuates depending on 
performance at Super Tour events, and 
certain X-Tier events like National 
Doubles. If you want to improve your 
world ranking, you would have to travel 
to Super Tours, but most top pros do 
anyway. 

Will ranking players have any real 
importance other than entertainment 
value to the players in the ranking? Of 
course. I think the top 72 players should 
be grouped together in the A Pool of the 
World Championships every year. This 
way they are playing the same course at 
the same time. 

There are other practical applications 
of ranking players-your ranking would 
determine eligibility to keep your pro 
card. Of course that's in the future when 
there are hundreds of touring pros. 

Once the Open ranking system is in 
place and perfected we could tackle 
Masters and Women. Ranking Open 
Women would be simple enough. Just 
use the same system. Masters would be 
tough. Their ranks change so much more 

than Open. In a small field, a Masters 
player may jump to Open. When he turns 
45, he may immediately play GM. Top 
Open players-I'm talking about players 
in the Gold Pool of the Worlds, and par
ticularly those that made the semi-final 
round-stay in Open. 

How do you feel about the percentage 
of the pro field that receives cash? I think 
paying the top 1/3 is too generous. The 
top 1/5 would be more appropropriate. 
Pay as many amateurs as necessary to 
keep interest high, but pros must be 
treated differently. I remember Carlton 
Howard and some others writing in old 
Disc Golfers about the need to change the 
payout structure. "We're rewarding 
mediocrity," they said. 

Think about high school grades. 
Using the standard 100-point system the 
top third would start at 66%. Anything 
below 70% was a failing grade in my high 
school. C's were considered average. B's 
(B0's) were considered above average. So 
Ns and B's are the top 1/5. The Ns and 
B's in a tournament would be paid. 
Perhaps there are not enough pros to jus
tify paying only the top 1/5. 

Would paying the top 1/5 reduce the 
field size? Maybe. But there are plenty of 
Open players now who never cash so it 
wouldn't make a difference to them. But 
let's be truthful-this would greatly 
reduce the number of different players 
that would cash. The good players would 
get richer, and the average pros would 
get poorer and/or drop back to Advanced. 

One thing I failed to mention in my 
last editorial was the success of our new 
Periodicals mailing status with the post 
office. It really has made a difference. 

We've always prided ourse�ves on 
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timeliness of infor"mation, and when 
tournament directors reciprocate and get 
us the info fast it impresses me. So I have 
to blow the horn for the Erkenbrechers 
who ran the recent Cabin Creek Open. 
We were faxed the results Sunday night, 
hours after the event finished. Hours.

Speaking of results, we were faced 
with the option of printing many tourna
ments with fewer names per tourna
ment, or cutting tournaments and print
ing more names in Scoreboard. We opted 
for printing more tournaments and cut
ting some names. I apologize if this 
upsets some players who thought their 
name would be published, but there is 
the harsh reality of space. This certainly 
will not be the case all the time. 

Finally, a note on news in the PDGA. 
Elections are coming up for various 
Board positions. Ex-Commissioner Lorin 
Smith recently e-mailed the Board 
announcing his resignation. One of two 
men will take his place: Jim Challas or 
Blair Paulsen. I will not publicly endorse 
one candidate over the other, but I hope 
more non-players from the private sector 
like Challas become involved in the 
Board. I think it's healthy to have a mix 
of people deciding the future of the sport. 
Too often we have had board members 
totally absorbed in the disc golf world 
themselves with their own agenda and 
their own power trips. 

Please remember to vote. 

Sincerely, 

Tom Schlueter, Publisher � 
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Disc Golf Journal, Your excellent cover
age of the Worlds omitted the mention of 
this years winners of the Senior Grand 
Masters Divisional Doubles. The trophy 
and the money were great though! 

RAGNAR OVERBY 

Arlington, VA 

I wanted to simply let you know how 
impressed I was to receive my last issue 
of DGJ two weeks after the Worlds had 
completed. You guys must have hustled 
to get both Pro and Am Worlds stats and 
stories in that quickly. Thumbs up to the 
best disc golf publication. 

ANGELA M. BABBIT 

Emporia, KS 

Hey Tom! Just cleaning off my desk and 
came across my notes that I made con
cerning the September/October issue. 
Yeah, I would still like to see the TDs' 
names squeezed into the Scoreboard. 
(There is a little bit of space next to the 
date ... ) And I miss seeing the round-by
round scores. Perhaps if the scores were 
submitted electronically by the TD, thus 
minimizing your time for input, you 
could reconsider printing individual 
rounds. They really do tell a story. Just 
my $.02. 

I was disappointed in reading the com
ments of Eddie Fowler (Profile by Fred 
Salaz). When asked about his "strained" 
relationship with the Cincinnati disc golf 
club he responded, "I'm not a member by 
choice. I like to stay out of the political 
end of sports. I just like to play. It's a 
great club and there are great people in 
it. I support the club and go to all of their 
course challenges, but I just want to 
play." 

"I just want to play." Hmmmmm. Well, 
I don't know all of the details of his 
"strained" relationship and exactly why 
he is not a member. However, allow me to 
remind Eddie and all of the other I-just
want-to-play non-members of local clubs 
that there would be no disc golf if every
body had that attitude. Without the local 
clubs, very few courses and tournaments 

would exist without the sacrifice made by 
the dedicated members. 

Sure, I'd like to play another round 
instead of sitting in on a club meeting. 
Sure, I'd like to compete in the tourna
ment instead of moving pole-holes or 
checking scorecards. 

Disc golf just doesn't happen, folks. 
Pay yer dues and join the club. 

KIM THEESEN 
Lincoln, NE 

Hi, Kim. In defense of Eddie, I believe he 
was a club member at one time, but there 
were some misunderstandings and hurt 
feelings. These things happen. But, you're 
right-disc golf doesn't just happen. 
Everyone needs to support the sport as 
much as they can-TS. 

Dear DGJ, Tom, and staff, It was sad to 
hear of the news of the passing of disc 

What's the Ruling? 

golf pioneer Brent Hambrick. His contri
bution through his two Columbus Open 
videos has laid the foundation and paved 
the way f pr the future success of our 
beloved sport. In our hearts we must 
send out a long and not to be forgotten 
"thank-you" to Brent and his family. At 
present there are only a handful of power 
promotional items for a disc golf pro
moter. Brent Hambrick and his efforts 
gave us a big part of that power. He shall 
be long remembered for it. Goodbye 
Brent, you'll be in good company in disc 
golf heaven and God bless you! 

P.S. You did a super job on getting us 
the '97 Worlds results in the week's time 
you had to do it in. Great work on getting 
us the news ASAP! 

Bill Mikuliwiecz 
Uncasville, CT 

To Tom and the DGJ staff, I have 
received the Disc Golf 
Journal from the onset. 
For over six years, 
countless articles, inter-

Bill and Andy are still having problems. This time it's 
at a tournament. After the first round is over Andy 

explains to BiU and the other two players he will turn 
the scorecard in. Andy gets sidetracked while putting 
his gear in his truck and goes out to lunch, returning 
45 minutes later. The tournament director explains 
everyone on the card receives a two-stroke penalty. 
Andy immediately tries to put the blame on Bill (heyI 

they're friends) and asks to see the rule book. 
What's the ruling? 

views, first and fast. It 
was an honor to feature 
Brandywine's disc golf 
course in your first issue 
and fun to read about 
the other courses I may 
never get to play. 

The DGJ has done 
many interviews on 
great pros and upcoming 
amateurs. But what 
about the people behind 

Answer: Two strokes for everyone on the card! 
804.031= of the PDGA Rules says, "All players are 
responsible for returning their scorecards within 25 
minutes after the compfetion of a round. Failure to do 
so shall result in the assessment of two penalty 
throws, without a warning, to each player listed on 
the late scorecard." 

Andy says to BUI: "Duder 
I'm sorry-you wanna flip to 

see who has to drive home." 

the scenes? The ones you 
never see at the top of 
the scoreboard? The 
ones who put in count
less hours in for the 
sport and I don't mean 
practicing-the ones 
who prep the course for 
tournaments, who make 
countless telephone calls 
to organize, who spend 
time finding sponsors 
for big events, who run 

the big events despite always having one 
disgruntled golfer not having a good 
round. The ones that get very little 
thanks for their efforts. They are the 
ones who should be interviewed. What 
makes them tick? Why do they work so 
hard on improving the sport over improv
ing their scores? They are the backbone 
of the sport. Without them, the top play
ers won't shine. Their desire and hard 
work makes these big tournaments and 
players a success. Reading about them 
will help others with valuable informa
tion and may excite others to do more 
than just play golf. 

One player that comes to mind is Bill 
Yerd. Just look at the Brandywine 
Windjammer tournament this past Sept 
20-21. These players-volunteers in my
mind-should get the recognition and
appreciation they deserve! Thank you.

Name withheld by request 

Bill would be a great feature. As a matter 
of fact, it would be nice to do something 
like Volunteer of the Month as an ongoing 
feature. Thanks for the idea. Bill, expect a 
call from me!-TS 

Disc Golf Journal welcomes all questions 
and comments. Letters should include 
writer's name, address, and phone 
number and be addressed to: 

Disc Golf Journal 
PO Box 3577 

Champaign, IL 61826-3577 
e-mail: Kathyig@aol.com

Sponsorship Requests 

If you would like Disc Golf

Journal to sponsor your 1998 
tournament please submit a 
written request no later than 
February 1 , 1998. 

Fads come and go. 
Some things never go out of fashion. 
Disc golf and lnnova•Champion Discs. 

The disc that started it all. 
A great straight flyer that 

is easy to throw. 

Wanner ol the long-drive competition at 
the 1996 PDGA. World Championships 

(by more than 6o feet!) 

lnnova-Oiallllion .... 
Better designs. 
Better plastic. 

Better moldings. 
Better colors. 

Better than ever. 
The latest &om lnnova. 

The Moray is a great 
long straight Byer. 

INNOVA-CHAMPION DISCS 
11CBJTacoma D-., Rancho Cucarmnga, CA (9:E) 481-6266 



IN FLIGHT SPORTS + COLLARED IN FLIGHT SHIRTS +
100% cotton (high qualityl 

L& XL $30.00 

+T-SHIRTS+
Rock,Tye Dyes, 

Disc Golf. 

Short & Long Sleeves 

+ HATS+
We have Rock & Roll, 

In Flight, Hemp, Disc Golf Brand. 

$15.00 to $25.00 

♦ GOLF DISC COSTS ♦
Basic Discs from lnnova, Discraft, Lightning and Wham-O. 

Millennium, Glow in the dark discs and Dyed Discs (add $3 ea. disc) 
call for whats available. 

.) 
I 

1 to 2 $6.85 
3 to 5 $6.75 
6 to 10 $6.50 
11 to 20 $5.80 
21 to 25 $5.45 
26 to 49 $5.10 

*Congratulations fa Mike Raley for being
Rookie of the Year. 

also 
*Congratulations to Jim Kenner for entering

The Hall of Fame. 
and 

*Congratulations to Javier Kowalski for
The Sportsman Award. · 50 to 75 $4.85

*STICKERS*
We have hundreds of stickers Rock & Environmental. 

•Be the Disc Play Disc Golf sticker: $3.00 (Sample below)
• Disc Golf sticker: $3.00 (Sample below) #1 or #2 many colors available.

#1 dI'&J� �(df 
#2 disc golf 

• ULTIMATE, GUTS & FREESTYLE DISCS •
• Grateful Dead SYF Logo 175g Discraft Ultra Stars Flying Disc-$10.00 ea. 

Ultra-Violet 1turns purple in sun) and Glo in the dark - $12.00 ea. 

•Phish Logo tm. 175g Ultro-stars-$14.00ea., Ultra-Violet $16.00ea

* GOLF BASKETS *
Tri-State $189.00 regulation size, plastic chains, galvanized metal, only 30 lb. 

lnnova Discatcher $320.00 powder coated yellow with galvinized pole & chains. 

DGA MACH BASKETS Mach New II call for price 

MACH Ill $370.00 + shipping all available in portable stands. 

♦ DISC GOLF BAGS ♦

♦ IN FLIGHT BAGS ♦
(Best bet for your money!)

Small $29.00, Med. $39.00; Lg. $49.00 
Bags are rectangular, made of Cordura nylon which is very water repellant, 

bottom issolid corrugated plastic, two of the sides are solid for absolute stability. 

Bag has a side beverage holder, pencil and scorecard holder, mini and putter 

pockets, side zipperpouch for valuables, and padded adjustable strap. 

Designed by Sky South. 

• 175 gram Discraft Ultra - Stars - $9.00, Glo & Ultra-Violet $11.00 ea. (Ultimate's best)

• 160 gram Discraft Sky - Stylers - $8.00, Glo - $10.00 (Freestylers dream)

Wall City Bags 
Square $30.00 
Round $35.00 
Cube $42.00 

Mega-Cube $54.00 

Lightning Bags 
(NEW) $20.00 

GOS Tour Bags 
Small $45�00 

Medium $60:00 
Large $75.00 • 125 gram Discraft Disc $5.50, (fun to throw around)

• 114 gram Wham-0 Guts Frisbee - $4.00 (bright orange, no guts no glory)
• 110 gram Wham-0 Fastbacks-$5.00 ea. [perfect for MTA, & self caught Right)

Y DISC GOLF ACCESSORIES Y 
• Equalizers: $16.00

• Disc Goff Video: $10.00 Great instructional

• Water Bottles "Grateful Dead": $6.00

• 1997 Disc Goff Directories: $9.00 New Edition

• Disc Goff Rule Boolcs: $3.00

• Towels $8.00 ea.

Foot Bags, Juggling Equipment, Posters, 

Jerry Garcia Artwork, Darts, Incense, body iewelry, candles 

and lots more! 

· 

Remember if you' re ever in Michigan we have 3 locations to serve you! 

• "The Board Game" Tournament Disc Goll $35.00 ea. (real lun inside)

• Minis $2.00ea. lots of styles.

In Flight 507 E. Grandriver, E. Lansing, Mi 48823 (517) 351-8100 

In Flight 911 Howard St., Kalamazoo, Mi 49006 (616) 345-7040 

In Flight 215 State St., Ann Arbor, Mi 48104 (313) 995-3323 

MINIMUM $4.00 SHIPPING. 
Call Now-We Ship Immediately!!! (517)351-8100 

VISA, MASTERCARD, AM-X, and Discover, or send check to East Lansing. 
Prices may change at any time. Prices for mail order only! 

2nd Day and Next Day Air available. 

Check out our Home Page for Pictures and Descriptions of Merchandise at 

http://www.inRightsports.com 
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Rick Voakes 

BY TOM SCHLUETER 

TS: When did you start playing? 
RV: 1983. I had two big golden labs and 
took them out to Keriakes to walk them. 
One time I saw people throwing at pole 
holes and thought, "wow, this is a neat 
way to use a Frisbee." The next time we 
went out I brought my 114G beach fris
bee, played a few holes and thought it 
was great fun. 

I started playing a bit more, met H.B. 
Clark who taught me some of the finer 
points of the game and introduced me to 
the Voit golf disc. 

When did you compete in a 
tournament? 
In those days the Bow ling Green Open 
was called the April Fools Tournament, 
so I played that in '83. That was the only 
event I played as an amateur. I tied for 
1st, and won the playoff on the first hole. 
The next year I turned 35, so I immedi
ately jumped to pro Masters. I played my 
first big tournament in Louisville in the 
fall of '84. The big competition was 
between R.B. Clark and Rick Rothstein. 
Those were the two hot Masters players 
and I ended up beating them by 13 
strokes. 

that my score was lower than the Open 
I 

started to get some confidence back. In 
winner's. I thought if I didn't document Charlotte I decided to play Open and 
it, it would �et lost in history. came in 5th, and surprised myself. 

Then were you thinking, 
"why not play Open?" 
After I won in Cincinnati I 
played Open to see how I 
would do. Between 1988 and 
1994 I played Open in every 
tournament. In those six 
years, I won 29 Open divi
sion titles. My best finish in 
Open at the Worlds was 11th 
at Detroit in 1992. 

The Doctor is in: Rick with 

his Worlds hardware. 

i��9Jytvia Voakes

:.:::·-:4 ,;;,;.-:-.:c::,·.::-;,.-.>��-.- : 

In the months after the 
Texas Worlds in 1994, my 
back started really giving me 
problems. By December, I 
was having trouble walking. 
I had an MRI done which 
showed I had a herniated 
disk mashing into my spinal 
cord. I don't think it was 
from disc golf, but from dri
ving so much to and from 
tournaments. We had a little 
Honda and it was really 
cramped and I wasn't using 
any back support. L ____ �"""1111!�����'.:....�:........�...LL _ __ij 

Then there's the infamous pit bull 
incident at the 1991 Worlds. 
Dayton was a tough tournament. I really 
wanted to win that year. I thought I had 
a good chance. I was deucing everything 
in practice and was at the peak of my 
game. Then the day before the first 
round I was attacked by a pit bull and 
crushed both wrists. I thought I was 
going to die. I was barely able to hold a 
disc. I went back to the other course 
found Sylvia, and Damon Evans ban� 
daged me up, and gave me first aid. I was 
feeling a little better, practicing and 
walked into a yellow jackets nest and got 
stung on my legs! I could hardly walk 
because one of my knees swelled to twice 
its normal size. I was going to drop out 
and Sylvia talked me into playing. 

And in Lansing you played Open and 
finished 2nd to Kenny. 
I was very pleased with that. Lansing 
was definitely my best tournament of the 
year. I feel better about that finish than 
my Worlds title. I played with the elite 
and hung in close. That was the first 
time since the early 90's I had competed 
with the world class elite and stayed 
with them. That was tournament of the 
decade for me. 

How did you get interested in pedi
atrics? 
I always wanted to be a family doctor. My 
father was an obstetrician, and I knew 
that was a bummer lifestyle, so I knew I 
didn't want to do that. Wake up in the 
middle of the night all the time. So I did 
a lot of training in medical school for 
family practice. We trained in groups and 
a lot of the other medical students didn't 
like kids so they pushed them off on me. 
So I thought it wasn't so bad and decided 
to go into pediatrics. 

Disc Golf Journal 

The Voakes Record 

Birthdate: 5/19/49 

PDGA#:2632 

Hometown: Bowling Green, KY 

Occupation: 
Pediatrician / Disc Golfer 

Career Earnings: $43,308 

Height/Weight: 5' 8" 155 lbs. 

Years Playing: 14 

Career Titles: 71 (29 Open 
division wins at 15 different 
events. In first three years, won 
22 of 26 tournaments entered. 

Favorite Discs: 
Cyclones, Aviars 

Favorite Courses: 
Winthrop Lakefront 
Jefferson Barracks 
Barnett Park 

Favorite Food: Steak 

Favorite Music: 
Classical chamber music 

run by someone competent. So I decided 
to work right up until noon, then take 
three hours off for errands and disc golf. 

My first wife wasn't interested in 
playing disc golf but in working Jong 
hours. I got Sylvia out there and she 
enjoyed it. 1985 was an incredible year
going through a divorce, falling in love 
and going to my first World 
Championships. 

Towards the end of i986 Sylvia and I 
bought the house we are still in. It was a 

Tulsa was your first Worlds, right? 
Right. H.B. went to the Worlds in 1984 in 
Rochester and came back with all of 
these great stories, so I decided I couldn't 
miss another. So I played in 1985 in 
Tulsa and came in 2nd. In '86 I was 4th. 
I started putting better with Ed 
Headrick's putter and thought I would 
win in Toronto, but came in 4th again. 
The two new guys, Snapper, and Monroe 
along with Cap'n Snap beat everybody by 
20 or 30 strokes. 

Seems like injuries have seemed to 
plague you at one time or another. 
Other than that freak pit bull incident, I 
was pretty healthy in the couple years I 
played Open. But in 1995 I didn't play 
golf for six months, rested, and wore a 
back brace all the time. In early summer 
I started to play with the back brace on 
and found out it wasn't too bad. But my 
distance was down to 200 feet. So I con
centrated on building strength back up 
and playing Grand Masters at the 
Worlds to not make a fool out of myself. 
Tom, Cap'n Snap, and I were way ahead 
of everybody else. We got to Circle R and 
I had a really good round, and shot a 49. 
That gave me a big advantage for the vic
tory. I finished the year playing Masters 
and did well. 

From 1975-1978 I went .-------:::--......,,......__.._

So it was back to the drawing board. 
Well, I realized I needed distance. I had 
to learn to throw more than 310 feet. So 
the end of 1987 and the beginning of 
1988 we (Rick and Sylvia-ed) went to 
every tournament there was. We played 
26 tournaments-California, Florida, 
Baltimore. 

How does that work with being a 
pediatrician and being on call? 
It's tough. I'm on call all the time when 
I'm in town. Weekends I split with 
another pediatrician. So there were 26 
weekends out of 52 that I could get away, 
and all 26 we went to a tournament. 
Total disc golf. So I did all that prepara
tion and got my distance up to 350 or 360 
and learned how to roll with Stingrays. I 
went to Cincinnati hoping to be in the 
same league as Monroe and Snapper and 
surprised myself by winning by 13 
strokes. 

Okay, I've never seen one of these 
minis you had made stating your 
score was lower than Ahart's-a 
little ego gratification there, Rick? 
Oh, yeah. I had to document it somehow 

I continued as a Master for all of 1996. 
I played 17 tournaments last year and 
won 13 of them. Came in 2nd at the 
Worlds and three other 2nds. That was 
my best year ever. 

How did your feelings of winning as 
a Master in 1988 compare with your 
Grand Master win in 1995? 
In 1988 I felt like I made it into the elite 
level of players. "Now I'm a world class 
player." It was by far a bigger win than 
either of my Grand Master wins. It was 
nice to win another title this year, but I 
know I am nowhere near the elite play
ers. 

So why another Grand Masters title 
after winning in '95 and finishing 
only four strokes behind Stan last 
year in Masters? 
I signed up Grand Masters thinking, 
maybe I can come in the money because 
I wasn't throwing far and just coming off 
a knee injury from last December. Every 
time I tried to play my knee would give 
out. So I didn't play from December until 
the last weekend in May of this year. 

I played well in Kansas City and 

to Tuscon for specialty 
training in pediatrics. 

How did you decide 
on Bowling Green as 
your home? 
I was getting interested 
in antiques and old 
Victorian houses during 
my Arizona years. So I 
found a good job for a 
pediatrician in Bowling 
Green and found some 
good victorian homes 
available too. I knew it 
was going to be the right 
place. 

When did you meet 
Sylvia? 
Sylvia was working at 
the clinic that employed 
me. The pediatrician she 
worked for retired which 
led to the opening for 
me. So I inherited Sylvia 
as my employee. I 
worked at the clinic for 
four years. We fell in 
love with each other, but 
didn't really know it. I 
started my own office 
and wanted Sylvia to 
come with me but she 
wasn't sure. Ironically, my first wife 
talked Sylvia into leaving the clinic. 

So I started my own practice in 1984 
and had just started playing disc golf. I 
wanted this to be the ideal lifestyle: a 
•lifestyle in which I got the exercise I
needed every day, not have too much
stress, and have the business part of it

great deal, and we have had a lot of fun 
fixing it up. We got married New Years 
Day of 1987 for the symbolic fact that we 
both were beginning new lives. Sylvia 
had also gone through a divorce. We 
played 18 holes at Hobson Grove before 
we got married, so that has been an 
annual tradition for us. 
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You seem to keep getting better. Do 
you think you were better in the 
early 90's as an Open player than 
now? 
I've learned a lot more in my skill and my 
knowledge. But I'm getting older at the 
same time, so I'm losing some of the flex
ibility and strength I had five years ago. 

When and why did you start the 
Touring Pro Awards? 
The PDGA gave an award to the player 
earning the most points. In 1989, we 
were kind of going out for that awara. 
knowing we were going to be travelling a 
lot and practicing anyway. In those years 
points went from July to July. I think it 
came down to a popularity contest or who 
would likely win the Worlds that year. 

• Yes, Steve Wisecup would probably win
the Worlds. But it didn't make sense to
me for the board to give the award to who

. they thought would win the Worlds com
pared to who had performed in the previ
ous 12 months. So Sylvia and I tried to 
make good out of this and come up with 
awards that more people would be 
involved in. We came up with the Touring 
Pro Award in 1990 for Phoenix. We give 
them out for the top 20 Open, top 10 
Masters, top 5 Women, and top Grand 
Master, and Senior Grand Master. 

You served as a PDGA board 
member for four years. How did that 
go? 
Those were troubled times and people 
were asking me for help. I didn't want 
the PDGA to fall apart and felt it was 
important for me to contribute. I bowed 
out because things eventually got better. 
John Houck and Becky Powell were get
ting involved. 

Any tips for· ams? 
Honestly the best way to improve your 
disc golf skills is to play disc golf. If there 
is a shot I need to improve that's what I'll 
do. Try every different route. That way 
you improve your skills with all shots. 
The month before the Worlds we practice 
a lot of putting in the backyard. 

Actually, I've 'changed my putting 
style just this year. I just hit on that 
whenever I snapped the disc hard and 

put more spin on it it 
flew truer and went 
really straight. With a 
smooth glide with no 

• wobble. Also .stayed a
steady height. Plus it
almost always hit the
sweet sport. And in the
wind, it worked even
better. Within a week of
doing that, my putting
improved dramatically. 
So whenever I putt now, 
I'm thinking maximum

� spin. They stick better
and stay in because

• they're hitting the sweet
spot.

Bowling Green is quite a success 
story. I've heard about some exciting 
things happening in the near future. 
We're very excited about a project for 
next spring. The Nashville club and our 
club are collaborating with a sorority 
that has a chapter in both towns. The 
sorority decided disc golf is a cool thing 
for college students. They raise money 
every year through pledges for · the 

Children's Miracle Network through 
walk-a -thons, bowl-a-thons, but next 
year will be disc golf. It will be Saturday 
in Bowling Green and Sunday in 
Nashville. So the two clubs are going to 
drive and help each other run the event. 

Profile• 7 
Are you pleased with the direction 
of the sport? 
Definitely. I'm happy with the innovative 
ideas people have to get the word out like 
the sorority thing. I was talking with 
John Kirkland about the senior Olympics 

Bowling Green has ll'?"W-------------;r:--:.�:-.-,_... 

five courses? .· 1994 Edgewood Electric: 
We have five perma
nent courses with 'three 
more county courses 
going in over the next 
few years. The one I'm 
most excited about is a 
200-acre area 15 miles
outside of town. The
park director drove me
out there in his truck
before the Worlds and
said, "Wouldn't this
make a great par-72
disc golf course." It has
huge hills, big trees, a
river. "But don't tell
anybody because we're
still negotiating for this
land and don't know if
we're going to get it."
We got back from the
Worlds and the paper
headlines were:

later in the fall,

Rick developed 

back problems. 

P.hoto Gra� Reiss

"County Parks Buys
200-acre Site."

Wow. You guys have 
to be thinking Worlds 
at some point. 
We've thought about it i.:.;._..=.;..;;;;:;�.;.;;;.;._'--......_;..;...."'-'-'-'�__._,......___._..c.....--'----------'-' 

a lot, and inevitably say, what a dumb 
idea. Mainly because we don't have the 
club size to run a Worlds. We have a lot 
of courses, but only a dozen or so good 
people willing to help-Sylvia and I, 
Buddy Steen, Andy Ritter, Robert Baum, 
Rocky Russell, H.B. Clark, Jeff Soule, 
Steve Bauer, Bobby Richtie, and Larry 
Duncan. We're getting a lot of play-
especially from the college kids, but they 
don't want to be club members. It's just 
not enough to run a Worlds. 

event in San Diego and that's a really 
great idea. There's a lot of state games 
where people are getting frisbee into the 
state games. There's a lot of opportuni
ties. People just need to be creative to get 
disc golf into other venues. � 

"THE EQUALIZER�! 
The World's Greatest Distance Enhancement Device 

• Improve Your Distance, Strength, Control, Flexibility and Muscular Endurance!
• Excellent for Warming Up Before a Round of Disc Golf

• Develops Arm Speed Needed for Maximum Distance
Comes Complete with a Workout Chart. 

"I recommend The Equalizer to anyone serious about throwing 
farther and staying healthy." 

--Scott Stockley, World Distance Record Holder 

"I bought my Equalizer in the fall of 1995 and used it REGULARLY through 
the 1996 season. I have been playing for 14 years and this last season I was 
throwing farther than I have ever thrown in the past. The Equalizer is great 

for a regular routine exercise to build upper body strength." 

-Rodney Fritz #2777, Sterling, Illinois

"The Equalizer has made a great impact on my recovery when I tore my rotor 
cup and triceps at the 1994 Guts and Ultimate championships in England. I 
started out with the yellow then green and now red. My doct9r was really 

impressed how quickly my arm was improving, he thought the only way to 
· get well was to operate. Even though it has taken me quite a while to get where

I am now, without the Equalizer, I may �till not be throwing if I would have
had the operation. I am throwing at about 90% and have started throwing side
arm again. Thanks for making such a great product. I will continue to use it,

so that I will throw farther than I did in the past. They sell well in the store also."

-Pad Timmons, Inflight, Michigan

Available in Three Sizes 

Green 

For players who throw less than 250ft. 
(Great for warming up.) 

"Using the equalizer is one of the things I do to stay ahead of the competition. It 
is excellent for warming up in a fraction of the time and getting ready to throw 

hard without having to worry about pulling a muscle or getting hurt." 

--Ken Climo, 8- Time World Champion 

"If I could improve my putting like the Equalizer has increased my distance I 
would be in the Big Money!" 

--Pete Caldwell, Cincinnati, Ohio 

"I started using the red Equalizer in my basement during the winter to keep 
loose and stay in shape. Normally without the Equalizer, I wouldn't be in full 

swing until June or so. But this year I was in peak condition at Bowling 
Green's April tournament. I was throwing farther than I ever had before! I 

think the Equalizer helped not only my strength, but my mechanics as well. 
Now I'm using the blue one .. .Iookout distance record!" 

-Ted Nowlin, DGJ #5546

Now the Equalizer comes with a 
money back guarantee. We at Disc-N-Tucky feel 
that if your distance does not improve in 60 days, 

we will refund your money. *
No more excuses-you've got nothing to lose and 

distance to gain! 

*Less shipping charges.

Red 

For players who throw from 250ft.-350ft. 
Cost: $16.00 each 

or 2 for $30.00 + $4.00 S&H 

Send Check or Money Order To: 
Disc-N-Tucky 

695 Triple Lake Dr. 
Blue 

For players who throw 350ft. & over. 
Crescent Springs, Ky. 41017 

606-341-0156
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8 • .Bits and Pieces 
The PDGA is pleased to announce that 
the initial recipients of the PDGA 
Matching Baskets College Program have 
been chosen. Georgetown College in 
Georgetown, Kentucky and Black Hills 
State University in Spearfish, South 
Dakota were each awarded 9 baskets. 
Through a cooperative effort between the 
schools and the PDGA, 18 hole courses 
will be installed on each campus. Both 
courses are expected to be installed this 
fall. 

More Hambrick Tributes 

Whenever anybody asks me what's so 
great about disc golf, I think of people 
like Johnny Roberts and Brent 
Hambrick-Blair Paulsen. 

The first (and only) time I ever met 
Brent Hambrick was this past May at 
Hudson Mills. He introduced himself (I 
had no idea who he was) and watched 
me throw a drive. He complemented me 
on my distance, and asked ifI would like 
to throw one of his discs. He handed me 
a KC Pro Gazelle and I gave it a toss .... I 
asked if I could throw it on the next hole 
and he said OK When I got back 
around to him he asked if I wanted the 
disc. I aceepted. What a great guy
Todd Branch. 

I was fortunate to play in a Columbus 
Open as an Am. I will never forget the 
1/2 tuxedo from behind the podium; one 
of the classiest TD moves I have wit� 
nessed. Playing in his tourney was an 
inspiration for my. years as the TD of the 
Veteran's Park Open. I wish I could have 
returned the favor in Texas. Best wishes 
to his kin and disc golf family. He was a 
great guy! -Little Jimmie 

The PDGA wishes to thank the Disc Golf 
Association and Innova-Champion, Inc., 
manufacturers of disc golf pole holes and 
baskets, for their assistance and gener
ous support of the PDGA Matching 
Baskets College Program. 

The PDGA Matching Baskets College 
Program is an ongoing program. The 
PDGA has committed to awarding a min
imum of at least two courses per year 
pursuant to this program. For further 
information, or to make application, 
please contact Mark Ellis at 313-591-
3737 or lizlawltd@aol.com . 

Ultimate Frisbee makes it to the 
Jeopardy game show. A player from the 
Seattle area won the game aired October 
3. Alex Trebec asked her what Ultimate
was, and she even gave him an official
disc from her area. Pretty cool, huh? At 
the end of the show, you could tell Alex
and the ultimate player were talking
about the sport ... Alex had his arm

moving in a backhand arc. More positive 
exposure for disc sports! - from Betsy 
Ingram <goose@esu.edu> 

Theft Alert! A total of 23 banners were 
stolen from the 1997 Disc Golf World 
Championships. Valued at $250 each, the 
loss comes to $5,750! Most of the thefts 
occurred immediately after the finals on 
Saturday by souvenir seekers. Central to 
the agreement between the tournament 
and the banner sponsor is the sponsor 

got to keep the banner after the event. 
Please return the banners to us. If you 
know someone who has a banner, please 
encourage that person to return the 
banner. We are not out to prosecute 
anyone, we simply want the banners. 
Anonymous returns will be respected. 
Please call (803) 366-5028. Thank you. 
- Steve Lambert, Harold Duvall, John
David.

First Ace Worth Big Bucks! Patrick 
Preston, just two weeks shy of his 12th 
birthday, came to play at Mobile's 
Municipal Park in a weekly toss spon
sored by Sky South. Patrick's father and 
brother came to play and Patrick even 
brought a friend. They always enter the 
ace pot and in this case the ace pot had 
been rolling over week after week and 
had reached the astronomical sum of 
$600. 
As the round went along, Patrick 

stepped up to 215-foot hole #7. Patrick 
slung a sidearm. The disc headed for the 
basket only to fall a few feet short. But 
the disc wasn't through yet .. .it skipped 
in and became Patrick's first ace with a 
bonus of $600! Patrick took some of his 
winnings and pu·rchased a practice 
basket-Cathy Sherrod. 

More Ace News: Sept 26-Indiana's big 
gun lefty, Frank Coussens III aced hole 
#9 (489 feet) at South Bend's George 

Wilson Park using a KC Gazelle. Wilson's 
9th had never been aced before. Good job, 
Frank! 

Correction from the last issue: Bruce 
Sisson received 8th place in Grand 
Masters at Charlotte with a tournament 
total of 499 strokes. 

Another one bites the dust. ex-Commish 
Loren Smith recently e-mailed board 
members announcing his resignation. 
Two candidates are running for 
Commissioner: Blair Paulsen and Jim 
Challas. Here are their platform state
ments (edited for length): 
The PDGA and disc golf are growing at an 
unprecedented rate. I wish to bring my experi
ence as an organizer, personal and profes
sional relationships with key people in the 
sport and a wealth of ideas into the mix. I am 
enthusiastic about contributing to the next 
phase in our growth. I have been a member of 
the Board twice before, been playing the sport 
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for 23 of my 37 years and have produced a 
wide range of promotional materials for the 
sport I believe that my experience with, and 
commitment to, disc golf demonstrates that I 
can provide an unusually broad vision to the 
PDGA Board. 
I believe that a key role the PDGA must play in 
the next phase of our growth is to interface 
effectively with entities both inside and out
side the sport that can help us. The path to 
maximizing the benefits of these relationships 
is predicated on the PDGA presenting itself 
well and operating in a professional manner. 
The projects I'm interested in include: a policy 
and procedures "bible" so members are 
always treated consistently; info packages 
designed to respond to critical inquires like "I 
want to put in a course, what do I do?" or "I 
want to run a tournament, what's involved?"; 
compiling demographic data about the people 
who play and watch the sport for marketing 
purposes; instituting a pilot program for direct 
assistance to tournament directors; exploring 
ways of effectively devoting resources to pro
moting the installation of courses; increasing 
the real and perceived value of PDGA mem
bership to extend our reach and increase orga
nizational capacity. 
I believe by acting as a catalyst for strategic 
relationships such as this one, I can be a 
dynamic force for our future growth. I ask for 
your support and look forward to the challenge 
and opportunity-Blair S. Paulsen, #2838. 

I want to continue and enhance the PDGA's 
guidance in the growth of disc golf. The 
PDGA's role as focal point for communications 
is getting stronger and more developed every 
year. With more courses and players appear
ing monthly we're fast approaching a "critical 
mass" that can take us to the forefront of 
recreation and sport. I have the background, 
skills, and vision to the lead the PDGA on that 
path. 
I want to continue the programs that have 
brought the PDGA to this point: rules formula
tion, tournament sanctioning, equipment stan
dards, and information and education on the 
game. I'd like to see the PDGA be more sup
portive of tournament directors and tourna
ments by supplying universal equipment and 
or needs: walkie-talkies, scoreboards, promo
tional packages, TD manual, signs, banners, 
first aid, etc. I'd like to see a tiered structure 
for membership dues and tournament entry 
fees with amateurs paying less than profes
sionals. The matching baskets program is 
excellent and I want to go a step further by 
donating a 9-hole course annually to a deserv
ing community (my nomination this year would 
be the flood ravaged City of Grand Forks, ND). 
There are two forward looking projects I'd like 
to introduce and develop: a handicap rating 
system for the everyday player, and the plan
ning, organizing, and conducting of a champi
onship disc golf tournament that attracts thou
sands of spectators thereby attracting spon
sors and the financial rewards that follow. 
I' ve had experience in promoting and conduct
ing disc tournaments and festivals with over 
25 events to my credit. I've designed over 25 
disc golf courses. I understand how to run a 
business as I've had nine years experience as 
the owner/broker of a residential mortgage 
loan company. I would like your vote as 
Commissioner of the PDGA. Thank you for your 
vote.-Jim Challas, #160 

On an unusually wet morning, the first 
Senior Olympie's disc golf tournament 
was held in San Diego. Disc golfers from 
all over California renewed old friend
ships and had a. great time at beautiful 
Morley Field. This very successful local 
event for the over fifty group will be the 
first of many in San Diego and will allow 
disc golf to expand to the national Senior 
Olympics. John Kirkland, from San Luis 
Obispo, beat a field of 5 to win in age 50-
54 with a very respectable 10-under. 

LA's Tom Skidmore won the 55-59 divi
sion by two strokes over locals Bill 
Richards and Dick Killalea. The 60-64 
golfers were led by the "historian of disc 
golf" Dr. Stancil Johnson of Monterey. 
Newcomer Roger Martin, the Executive 
Director in San Diego for the Senior 
Olympics, won the 65-69 division beating 
Dr. Tom Rice. The strong turn out could 
not have been possible without the sup"
port of San Diego's pro Snapper Pierson 
and Dan "Stork" Roddick. For those of 
you interested in disc golf in the Senior 

Disc Golf Journal 
Olympics in your area contact Bill 
Richards at (760) 634-0907 or 
edhgr@adnc.com or Roger Martin at 
(619) 543-5046--Bill Richards.

Fly Mart Classifieds 

I would like to trade some of the discs I have tor 
other custom hot stamped golf discs. Prefer discs 
from places tar from the US east coast. Looking 
for these to throw: Classic Roe {170-172 g), 
Special edition Gazelle (170-172 g, the new plas
tic). lf you have these or others with cool stamps 
let me know. E-mail me for what I have on hand to 
trade. Bob Garrett, rmgarre@ptd.net 

294-disc collection for sale, including Aeros, Hall
of Fame Aviars, first-run Gazelles, prototype
Cyclones, Great Holes of the World discs, and an
origfnal 1990 Ken Climo Player of the Year Roe.
All discs in mint condition. Asking $3500 for
complete set - will not sell individual discs. For
complete list of discs e-mait Skyywolf@aol.com
and I will e-mail you a Hie listing all discs, the
color, the type, and the stamp. For further infor
mation or to mal(e an otter, contact Steve Belliveau
PDGA #5495 at ( 813) 446-4485.

The Disc Golf Journal Fly Mart section is the 
chance for collectors, buyers, and sellers to meet. 
listings are a cheap $5.00 for a 40-word listing. 
Payable in advance. Send listings

. 
to: 

Disc Golf Journal, 
PO Box 3577, Champaign, ll 61826-3577 

E-mail: kalhyig@aol.com

Course Updates 

Prompton Lake Disc Golf Course. The course 
is located 4 miles west of Honesdale, PA. It is an 
18-hole course with a length of 6334 feet. The ter- ·
rain is hilly providing some great downhill holes,
some nasty uphill holes and some spectacular
views. There are picnicking and boating facilities
in the park but no bathrooms. Discs and score
cards are available at Northeast Sports in
Honesdale and Fox's lee Cream Den in Steene on
Route 6.

The course was set up by the Pocono Oise Goll 
Association, 195 Sugar Street, Honesdale, PA 
i 8431 John Harvey {717) 253-0140 
harvey@ezaccess.net and· Dave Harvey (717) 
729-8958.

Bluebird Park; Ellisville, MO. St. Louis' 9th 
course! Check out information on the course at the 
St. Louis Disc Golf Homepage: 
www.icon-stl.net/-barlog/disc/index.html 

Gilaird Park; Laffatte, LA. 9-hole course. 

Clarko State Park; Clarko, MS. 9-hole course. 

The San Francisco Oise Golf Club (SFDGC) has 
been making great progress to get a 27-hole 
course installed in Mclaren Park. There is the 
possibility the course could be Installed by next •

summer. provided enough money is raised. The 
club is asking golfers, particularly of the California 
persuasion, lo pledge some money now. Send 
your name, address, phone number and the 
amount of your ptedge to: "Ross Hammond· 
<margross@igc.org> 

Waverly, Nebraska recentty installed a 9--hole 
course in Wayne Park. The Lincoln flying Disc 
Club is proud to announce thal Interstate Oise Golf 
Course at Max Roper Park wm soon become a 
permanent 27-hole course! Cement tees are in 
place for all 27 holes. 

Transitions 

Alan Uetz, and wife, Lisa Broek, had their 
second boy on August 8, 1997. He was 8 
lbs. 11 ozs. and his name is Austin Donald 
Uetz. Congratulations Alan and Lisa. Keep 
Austin bundled up this winter in Minnesota! 

Jerry and Selena Suiter had their first child 
October 11, 4:35 pm. Ballard Trent Suiter 
entered Speedway City at 8 lbs, 6 oz, and 
21.5 inches. Congratulations Jerry and 
Selena! 



ACE DISC GOLF JEWELRY 
mountain wear 

825 Early Street, Suite B 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 

(505) 982-8079

••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Made of 100 dernier cordura and durable 400 packcloth. 
Sewn with heavy duty nylon thread - guaranteed to last. 

Optional umbrella/jacket straps available. 

Sewn-in foam padded 
sides and bottom 

Large back-side zip pocket 

Interior partitions that velcro 
into place for personal 

adjustment 

Jewelry Baskets 
Flexible Chains 

Hand Assembled 
20 X 9mm (3/4" X 3/8") 

3-Dimensional scale replicas
Sterling Silver 
14k Gold Plate 

14k Gold 
Necklace or Earrings 

� Jewelry Discs 
Two towel 
key rings 

Accurate Replicas in Scale and Detail 

Mesh putter 
pockets on 
each end 

Adjustable foam 
padded shoulder 

strap 

2 sizes available 

3 can zip pocket or 
quicky dog leash 

holder 

The Shuttle Craft • 12 discs $59 .95 
The Mother Ship• 15 discs+ $79.95 

Custom bags and custom colors upon request. Call for details. 

20mm (3/4") Diameter 
Hand Finished 
Sterling Silver 

10k Gold 
14k Gold 

Necklace or Charm 

Jewelry Baskets 
s.s -$49.95
G.P. - $59.95

14k-$95.00 & 
(Lg.) $150.00 

Jewelry Discs 

s.s - $30.00
l0k- $95.00

14k - $150.00

DISC JEWELRY 
Greg Brooks #5877 c/o Blums Jewelers 
Big Spring Mall - Big Spring, TX 79720 

915-267-6335 • Fax 915-267-6336
Visa • MC • Amex • Discover

FLY THE H.O. T. TEST DISCS 

IN THE WORLD 

Specializing in 

custom 2-color 

hot stamps 
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Write or call for ordering information: 

All original 

custom artwork 

T-Shirts and

. custom 

·discs

Heart of Texas Disc Golf, P.O. Box 684382, Austin, TX 78768-4382 

PHONE (512) 472-DISC • FAX (800) ASK-DISC 



1 n • The City of Disc Golf 

Indianapolis 
BY JERRY SUITER 

Origin ol disc golf in Indy 
Indianapolis takes pride in being the 
Amateur Sports Capital. It also has the 
Indy 500, the Brickyard 400, the NHRA 
Nationals, the NBA, and the NFL. Minor 
league hockey and baseball teams, and 
indoor and outdoor soccer franchises rep
resent Indianapolis in other professional 
sports leagues. It is the amateur sports, 
however, that have earned Indianapolis 
its reputation: events like the Olympic 
trials in swimming, diving, cycling, track 
& field, boxing, and rowing. In fact, it 
was the Pan Am Games of 1987 that dis
placed the first disc golf course in 
Indianapolis. The nine-hole Eagles Crest 
course was removed to make room for an 
archery range in preparation for the 
Games. Shortly following the conclusion 
of the Pan Am Games, Al "Speedy" 
Guerrero led a drive to reinstall the disc 
golf course at Washington Park. The idea 

In the spring of 1988 several disc golf 
players decided to start a club with the 
goal of getting nine more baskets for 
Washington Park. Speedy, Doug Theis, 
and myself · volunteered to get things 
organized, collect dues and hold meet
ings to develop a club charter. We bor
rowed heavily from the Cincinnati Club 
Constitution and in January of 1989 the 
Indianapolis Disc Golf Club Constitution 
was ratified by the membership. Shortly 
thereafter officers were elected and we 
had a functional community organiza
tion. The Parks Department agreed to 
split the cost of the back nine for 
Washington Park and it wasn't long until 
we had raised our share of the funds. It 
caught the Parks Department off guard 
but after some clever accounting they 
made good on their promise and we soon 
had a wonderful 18-hole disc golf course. 
It was then apparent the growth of the 
Indy Disc Golf Club would spur the 
growth of a new sport in America's Sports 
Capital. 

Growth of the IDGC 
The next logical step was to 
get another course 
installed. The club had run 
several successful and pop-

, ular tournaments with 

. l -;... ;: A

each one getting bigger and 
better. I began to think the 
way to make a permanent 
mark on the disc golf map 
was to run a world champi
onship. Because of the city's 
billing as the Amateur 
Sports Capital it seemed 
fitting to go for the Am 
Worlds. It was easy to con
vince the club members. It 

� _,_ � • 

. 
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·th Stea
r Wor1ds. 

was approved by the Indy Parks 
Department and the course, designed by 
Henry Aldridge, was open for play in the 
fall of 1987. 

Little Flyers 
11 7 40 Madden Lane 
Fishers, IN 46038 
(317) 598-0480 .
discflyer@iquest.net 

.. 

was nearly as easy to convince the Indy 
Parks Department. The club promised to 
bid for the Am Worlds for 1992. If the bid 
was awarded to the IDGC the Parks 

..... 

• 

find us at: www.digimark.net/disc/little-flyernittle-flyer.html 

would install a new 18-hole course at 
Brookside Park and the club would run 
the event with the Parks Department 
billed as co-hosts. 

The 1992 PDGA World Amateur 
Championship was, at the time, the 
biggest amateur tournament ever held. I 
have been told many times by players on 
tour that it is still their favorite tourna
ment. As the Event Director I take pride 
in the mark that our club, and especially 
the tournament staff, set by hosting that 
tournament. It is the high point of my 
disc golf career. The benefits to our club, 
the PDGA, and the sport were numerous. 
There was the immediate local publicity, 
articles in two national airline maga
zines, and an article published in Sports 
Illustrated. 

Craig Myers, an 
IDGC member, intro
duced his new Little 
Flyer mini disc at the 
tournament. The 
scoring program for 
the tournament, 
developed by IDGC 
member Doug Theis, 
was an incredible 
tool that allowed us 
to post standings for 
three pools, playing 
at two different 
parks, 30 minutes 
after the last card 
was turned in. Ten 
minutes later all the scorecards for the 
next round were printed and ready to go. 
In 1993 Doug developed the PDGA 
Information System that the administra
tor still uses to keep membership infor
mation and track points. Indy Parks was 
recognized for their participation in the 
event when the Mayor made an appear
ance at the finals. The IDGC was 
awarded with the Leisure Leader Award 
by Indy Parks, the highest award given 
to a community organization. Best of all, 
there was a new permanent course in 
town and lots of new players to help con-
tinue the growth. 

In 1993 the IDGC began producing a 
community access TV show called "DG 
TV." It was somewhat of an underground 
hit and exposed disc golf to many new 
players and sponsors. The IDGC pro
duced DGTV for almost two years. 
Production was then continued by 
Dennis Byrne and Mike Osburn, two 
IDGC members, in a private venture 
that took the show to a national level. 

Dennis also served as PDGA 
Administrator wh�n the PDGA 
Headquarters was located in 
Indianapolis. Also in 1993, a private 
course in Greenfield, Indiana was to be 
pulled. S&H Campground had been 
installed in 1978. IDGC member Blair 
Paulsen had been the course pro there 
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for a couple of years. Blair later served as 
PDGA Commissioner, and more recently 
helped produce Disc Golf World News. 

The IDGC negotiated with the owner of 
S&H Campground and Indy Parks to 
acquire the baskets. The club funded half 
and the Parks Department funded the 
other half. In the fall of 1993 and spring 
of 1994 Sahm Park and Gustafson Park 
had new nine-hole disc golf courses. 

Period of Rebuilding for the IDGC 
Sadly, as most clubs seemingly do, the 
IDGC began to suffer from burnout. The 
remaining founding members were few. I 
was no longer an officer but still a guid
ing influence. Doug participated infre
quently. Al "Speedy" Guerrero moved to 

Atlanta. There was a bitter falling out 
with Dennis Byrne after he signed an 
exclusive contract with the Parks 
Department to manage and promote disc 
golf as a sub-contractor. Some golfers 
were bitter, and never gave the arrange
ment a chance to help disc golf . All hope 
was lost when Dennis abandoned the 
venture. 

The Parks Department was still inter
ested in continuing our partnership but 
has itself been victim to Government 
budget cutting. It has limited resources 

to contribute to disc golf. Disc golf must 
also compete for sponsorship with dozens 
of other sports groups, many of which 
have large advertising budgets. Despite 

these hurdles and some 
�---------------------, golfers' skepticism we

At the Speedway: 
Jim Trueblood, Jerry, 
and Craig "Little 
Flyers" Myers. .. 
photo Jerry Suiter ',., ........... 

have been able to attain a 
respectable membership 
level. We operate much 
more informally now. We 
don't have elected officers. 
I still act as the contact 
with the Parks 
Department and keep the 
club treasury. Jim 
Trueblood has stepped for
ward in a leadership role. 
With the recent increase 
in interest and participa
tion in club events I think 
we could benefit from a bit 
more structure. 

Most recently our 
major projects have been 
upgrading our existing 
courses. This year we com
pleted the installation of 
concrete tee pads at 
Brookside Park. The 
materials and labor were 
provided entirely by the 
IDGC. Dave French, Jim 
Trueblood, and Rich Moon 
put in uncountable hours. 
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The project was also our first chance to 
work with the new Park Administrator, 
Bill Doyle. Bill suggested we use the 
donation of the tee pads to form a com
munity partnership at Brookside Park. 
This is a documented partnership that 
formally recognizes our contributions to 
the Parks Department as well as the 
community. It will also serve as an excel
lent bargaining chip toward getting a 
new course. 

At Sahm Park, tee markers have been 
reset, number plates, tee signs, and the 
sign board have a fresh coat. Sadly 
though, Gustafson Park had suffered 
severe vandalism and theft and had to be 
pulled. Our next project will be to deter
mine what to do with the remaining 
equipment. 

We have also had a full schedule of 
golf events. We have held a tournament 
every month for almost two years. This 
year's events featured the Spring Am 
Opener, a PDGA sanctioned amateur 
only tournament in its 9th year, and the 
7th Checkered Flag Open, a PDGA pro 
tour "B" level event. The recent Indy Fall 
Classic, also in its 9th year, featured 102 
players and is part of the Indiana Fall 
Series. By the time this is published we 
will have played the 11th Best of the City 
tournament. The Best of the City crowns 
the IDGC Champion and is the longest 
running tournament in Indy. We also 
hold a random draw doubles league on 
Saturday morning at Washington Park 
and on Sunday morning at Brookside 
Park. We had a huge success with a 
handicap singles league on Wednesday 
evenings. That league was run by 
Howard Baird and drew nearly 400 
people over 18 weeks. 

Disc Golf for Charity 
In 1994 IDGC member Juan Roman ran 
a charity tournament to collect food for 
the Dayspring Center, a shelter for 
homeless families. The idea caught on 
and we decided to do the same thing for 
the Ice Bowl. We offered a discount on 
the entry fee to anyone who brought 2 or 
more cans of food. It was a huge success. 
I pitched the idea to Rick Rothstein and 
in 1996 the charity food drive became 

part of the national Ice Bowl 
Event. In just two years the 
enthusiasm for the event has 
beeh unbelievable. It shows how 
easy it can be to have fun and 
help others that are less fortunate. It 
also shows ho� generous disc golfers 
really are. I believe this charity tie-in is 
an avenue for publicity this sport needs 
to pursue. It is very easy to get local news 
crews out to the course in the winter to 
see the "crazy disc golfers" having fun 
and helping a worthy charity. The IDGC 
has also donated time and discs to many 
other community organizations includ
ing the Indiana School for the Deaf, 
Gallahue Mental Health Center, and 
Brookside Park Summer Kids Camp. 

Golfing in Indy 
The Washington Park course is a beauti
ful course that measures 5,260 feet and 
requires a wide variety of shots. The 
course sits among large mature trees 
scattered on gently rolling terrain. There 
are natural tees and some roads that 
play O.B. Across the street is room for a 
championship18-hole course. Known as 
the West course, this 6,340 foot tempo
rary beauty was used for the 92 Worlds. 
It is no longer in the ground although 
some of the course hasbeen used in other 
tournaments with added hole formats. 

Brookside Park is the most popular 
course in Indy. It was also designed by 
Henry Aldridge and plays 5,500 feet from 
the concrete tees. Southpaws love this 
course as it features many left-handed 
hyzer shots. There is some elevation 
change and even more large mature 
trees. This course gets almost constant 
play. 

Sahm Park is a nine-hole course with 
two sets of natural tees. The course 
winds tightly among the trees and the 
alternate tees play long and tough. The 
course plays about 5,700 feet long using 
both tees. There are many new players 
that frequent Sahm Park. 

As far as players go, Indy has many. It
is not unusual for over 25 players from 
the IDGC to travel to a tournament 2 1/2 
hours away. Casual play has increased 
dramatically. There seem to be more fam-
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ilies, kids, and women playing 
now. We now have our first pro
fessional woman disc golfer in 
Tara Spicer. She won her first 
event as a pro and is getting 
better every tournament. Jim 
Trueblood has also done well at 
PDGA events this season as an 
Open player. 

There are currently plans for a 
course to be installed in 1998 in a 
new park being constructed in 
Fishers, a suburb of Indianapolis. 
The resurgence of the IDGC will 
hopefully lead to a new course in 
Indianapolis and undoubtedly 
bigger and better tournament 
events. If you decide to come to 
Indy for a tournament, or just to 
play the courses, I guarantee you 
won't be disappointed. � 

The Indianapolis Record 

The Indianapolis Disc Golf Club, 
founded 1988. Active Membership 50. 

Total Courses: 3: 
Washington Park - 18 baskets 

Brookside Park - 18 baskets 
Sahm Park - 9 baskets 

Top Players: 
Jim Trueblood - Open Men 

Tara Spicer - Open Women 
Jerry Suiter - Master 
Dave Boyd - Advanced 

League Play: 
Washington Park Doubles 

Brookside Park Doubles 
Handicap Singles at Brookside 

Host to Major Events: 
1992 Amateur World Championships 
1989-1991, 93-94, 96-97 
Checkered Flag Open 
1989-1997 Spring Amateur Opener 
1989-1997 Indy Fall Classic (part of 
Indiana Fall Series since 1992) 

For More Information: 
IDGC 

c/o Jerry Suiter 
332 Layman Ave. 
Indianapolis, IN 46219 
(317)353-8816
suiterjs@indy.net

--Bird 
I S C s 

Flying Disc Sales 

Call for more info: 
Jay Matthes #6431 

(517) 323-4726
jbirddiscs@worldnet .att .net 
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Brad Hammock 
Brad's Bag: 
"This is a 1991 Flight Bag. It's old and 
beat up but I love it and it has a lot of 
sentimental value to it. It's got a Flying 
Eye Disc Golf Team stamp on it. I love 
the stamp and the bag does everything 
for me. I like the colors-black, maroon, 
and white." 

Brad's Mini: 
"I have one of those heavy metal Mighty 
Minis with the disc golf flying around the 
world stamp." 

Brad's Discs: 
2 Sharks (178, 180g): "One is a first run 
Shark and I got my first PDGA tourna
ment ace with it this year in Michigan. 
The other is a little bit beat up which I 
use for little turns, 250 to 300 feet. The 
Shark's a midrange disc. I don't use it 
over 330 feet. Actually it's the same thing 
as a Roe, depending on the particular run 
of each disc. They fly really true. Once 
you beat them up a little, they fly very 
straight and will hold almost any line
hyzer, anhyzer, straight shots." 

2 Roes (180g): "These cover a wide dis
tance range for me-250 to 400 feet. One 
of these is the brand new Roe. This is so 
stable it's unbelievable. They hook like a 
Viper and are very durable. Hit a few 
trees and they're still hooking. The other 
Roe is from this year's Edgewood 
Electric, and this thing has been just 
magic. Seems like I birdied with it every 
time I used it that weekend. To this day 
it seems every time I throw it I'm making 
a birdie." 

3 Aviars (175g, big bead): "This is my 
putter. What I usually do is get a brand 
new one at the beginning of the year and 
use it all year long. One is slightly beat 
and is kind of a straight flyer. One is a 
new disc that I'll use when I have no 
chance of hitting a tree. The third is a 
backup." 

2 KC Pro Gazelle (175g): "The normal 
Gazelle is more of a dense, grippy plastic. 
The KC plastic is more rubbery. But the 
flights are very similar. I'll throw them 
on big hyzer shots, 420 to 450 feet. Or big 
anhyzer shots 350 to 400 feet. And after. 
I've hit a few trees I've found them to be 
excellent rollers. They'll go farther than 
a Stingray or Cobra." 

1 Gazelle (17 4g): "This has been just 
magical for me. This is what I used to 
park the playoff hole at Tennessee States 
to win that this year. I can't explain it. It 
just works." 

The Hammock Record 

Age:34 

Throws: Right-Handed 

Division: Open Men 

Years Playing: lJ 

PDG�#: 5912 

Hometown: Atlanta, GA 

Occupation: 
Delivery Driver/Disc Golfer 

Major Accomplishments: 
1991 PDGA Rookie of the Year 
1992 Doubles World Chmpshps 
1993 Augusta Disc Golf Classic 
1994 Shoe Sensation Open 
1996 PDGA Worlds, 3rd place 
1997 Edgewood Electric Open, 1st 
1997 Crosstown Classic, 1st 
1997 Tennessee States {golf), 1st 

Average Distance Range: 
400 feet 

1 Viper (178g): "This is an old 1993 
Laurel Springs Viper. Jack White told me 
only 11 of these yellow ones were made. I 

was tempted not to 
throw it, but it was 
too nice. I use the 
Viper for hook shots, 
hyzer shots, and skip 
shots. And I use this 
for into the wind 
shots." 

1 Whippet (175g): 

"This is a 1992 
Rockledge stamp and 
has to be the most 
overstable disc I've 
ever had. It's practi
cally worse than a 
Ram. It really jumps 
out of your hand.The 
key to throwing this 
kind of disc is releas
ing it with anhyzer 
for a flex shot where 
you're using more of 
your shoulder and 
pulling from high 
and across. It has 
that sweet fourth 
run plastic you can 
sink your thumb into 
with a real durable 
rim. I can throw this 
into a 25 to 30 mile 
an hour headwind 
and it will fight it. It 
takes a lot more arm 
speed and strength 
to properly throw 
Whippets. But it can 

be confusing if you've thrown a whole 
round of Gazelle shots and then want to 
throw a Whippet." 

Brad's Thoughts: 
On this year's Worlds: 
"This year was a nightmare. It was the 
worst week of my life. I just don't feel like 
it was a fair competition at all. The way 
they had it set up, they had B Pool play 

the toughest course, 
Eagle's Landing, twice 
the first day. They had 
very little wind to con
tend with. The next day, 
A Pool played with 20-
30 mile an hour winds 
all day. Scott Martin 
and I figured the course 
was four to five strokes 
tougher each round 
before even teeing off. 
All they would hav � had 
to do is have the Open 
pools play the two 
courses at Winthrop day 
one and that would have 
evened things out. Or 
they could have put us 
both on woodsy courses 
each day, but they set 
themselves up for the 
worst possible weather 
scenario which came 
true. This is one of those 
things that goes unseen 
unless you're a top pro
fessional with a chance 
to win. Scott was able to put it behind 
him towards the end, buckle down and 
play, but I never refocused completely. I 
get upset even thinking about it." 

On his tee approach: 
"A lot of people have commented on my 
lining up to the tee at a 180-degree angle. 
I think the reason I do it is if you are 
standing on the tee facing the target and 
would fully extend your arm as if releas
ing, you would release at 3:00. When you 
run up and have to turn to put yourself 
in that position there's more potential for 
error. I can throw with a lot of power and 
have the disc be very accurate because 
I'm releasing at the correct moment. I 
aim with my shoulder. And after doing it 
for so long I have simply developed an 

· awareness of how far left or right to aim
my shoulder. My general philosophy is to
aim as far left as I can, put enough spin
on it to make it
come right with
the whole fair
way to work
with. When I'm
loaded up and
concentrate on
simple steps
and then work
the throw with
my arm it's
more easy to
control."

Disc Golf Journal 

Worlds, he mentioned he was going to 
seed players. I guess he means based on 
tournament finishes and results he's 
going to group the top players in the 
same pool. That way we're playing the 
same courses at the same time. That's an 
extra little fire that will be burning in me 
at next year's Worlds. Plus, I've always 
loved the Cincinnati courses." 

On basket design: 
We need to get new chain assemblies in 
Mach-Ill's. The single chain Discatcher, 
same thing. Those chains are too lively. 
We've got to eliminate the cut through 
holes and the bounce outs. When your 
disc hits dead center, hits the pole and 
gets recoiled out, that's just not right. Or 
a putt coming in the right side splits the 
chains and spits right out the back. 
They're good catching devices, but why 
play a sport where you're constantly 

� 
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On Innoua 
sponsorship 
"I'm sort of an 
all or nothing 
kind of a guy 
and like to do 
things on my 
own. I've never 
been good at 
asking for help. 
Kenny put in a 
good word for 
me with Innova 
after I won 
Edgewood. So 
at Kansas City 
they gave a 
stack of free 
plastic, and six 
weeks later a 
nice package 
arrived at my 
door with five 
b e a u t i f u l  
Innova polos. 
Then at the 
Worlds Dave 
Dunipace gave 

==""---:l-....:......-------�------�-..:� 

me another stack of discs. That is the 
extent of the sponsorship so far." 

On next year's Worlds: 

"I'm incredibly excited about next year's 
Worlds. After I told Kerry about the dif
ferent Pool problems at this year's 

going to be frustrated? We need a target 
to catch finesse putts or hard putts. I 
think the least little amount of modifica
tion could cure the problem." � 
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Reinforced Sides & Bottom 
For Stability 

Also Available: 
Li1I Brother - Same Features as Big Brother 
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DGJ S'PECIAL 10 DISCS FOR $50 PLUS SH/1'1'/NG

Let us stock your NEW bag with GOLF DISCS!!! 
... All the fastest brands MAIL CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

... Assorted weights & colors IFO, c/o Tom Monroe 

2426 NW 119th Ave . 
... 1,000 discs in stock Gainesville,FL 32609 

... Most orders shipped in 24 Hrs. Ph. 352-378-6688 

* Ask about our free brochure or E-MAIL US: <afn12826@afn.org>

..... 

FOR 
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www. wal I city .com 

"The Most Complete
Line of Professional 

Disc Golf Bags 
available" 
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�t7k DISC GOLF BAGS 

Available at DiscSport Suppliers everywhere or

Call Circular Productions @ 512-385-6789 
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Nov 1-2 

Nov 1-2 

Nov 1-2 

Nov 1-2 

Nov 2 

Nov 2 

Nov 8 

Nov 8 

Nov 8-9 

Nov 8-9 

Nov 8-9 

Nov 15 

Nov 15 

Nov 15-16 

Nov 22-23 

Dec 6 

Dec 7 

Dec 20 

Mar 21-22 

April 19-20 

May 17-18 

July 13-18 

July 21-25 

Aug 3-8 

Oise Golf Journal Halloween Classic (Pro) [Al -
Las Vegas NV- Tom Campoli -(702) 898-6668 
X-Treme X-Tier Doubles [XJ
Middleburg, KY Brock Woodall (606) 787-6318
Challenger Open [CJ 
Ardmore, OK Steve Thompson (405) 226-2295
20th Annual Waterloo Classic (CJ
Austin , TX Jim Mozola (713) 864-0124 
Bayville Blowout [Cl
Virginia Beach, VA Don Johnson (757) 934-8028
Dead Dogs Fall Open [CJ
Birdsboro, PA Dave Tomaszewski (610) 689-4599 
3rd Relapse [BJ 

Richmond, VA James Cromwell (804) 553-1101 
1st Fall Classic (Southern National Qualifier)
Gautier, MS Terry Rester (334) 645-0636 
South Carolina Disc Golf Championships [CJ
Columbia, SC Ed Garris (803) 736-0725
Veteran's Park Open (Pro) [Al
Arlington, TX Kelly Hicks (817) 860-2257
Sylmar Disc Golf Championships [BJ
Sylmar, CA Michael Byrne (805) 374-9054 
Stillwater Open [CJ
Stillwater, OK Rick Neil (918) 622-6648 
Dayton Autumn Classic [XJ
Dayton, OH Steve Wisecup (937) 233-8577
Gainesville Southern National Qualifier
Gainesville, FL Matt Tittle (352) 377-4528
Fountain Hills Thrills (CJ
Fountain Hills, AZ Dan Ginnelly (602) 946-9509
Buccaneer Open (Southern National Qualifier)
Mobile, AL Terry Rester (334) 645-0636
Pohick Bay Winter Fling-a-Thing (CJ
Lorton, VA Wytee Martin (703) 440-5731
Horton Solstice Chill Out [XJ
Chapel Hill. TN Ken Folger (615) 662-5042

1998 

1998 National Doubles (Pro) 
Round Rock, TX John Houck (512) 385-6789 
1998 National Doubles (Amateur) 
Round Rock, TX John Houck (512) 385-6789 
Worlds Biggest Disc Golf Weekend 
Everywhere John Houck (512) 385-6789 
World Overall Masters Championships 
Santa Maria, CA Dan Roddick (626) 351-0030 
PDGA Amateur World Championships 
Appleton, WI Tom Jenkins (920) 735-9495 
PDGA World Championships 
Cincinnati, OH Kerry Keith (513) 662-8601 

Disc Golf Journal 

The Top Tourneys so far ... 

PDGA World Championships 
1997 Discraft Great Lakes Open 
1997 Bucci Master's Cup 
1997 National Doubles 
Kansas City Wide Open 
1997 Edgewood Electric Open 
Melbourne Open 
6th Annual Seneca Creek Soiree 
2nd Annual Texas DG Champaionships 
Bowling Green Open 
Tennessee State Championships 
In-Flight Open 

$43,087 
$12,000 
$11,985 
$10,075 
$10,035 
$7,230 
$7,040 
$6,360 
$6,350 
$6,037 

Fritz Park Open 
SkyPilots 1997 Springtime Open 
San Francisco Safari 
Flatts Classic XIII 
1997 Lakefront Open 
Spring Fling-It 
Tournament of Champions 
St. Patrick's Classic 
Mad City Open 
Cabin Creek Open 

List Cdteria;· Purse of $2,000 

$2 1275 
$2,270 
$2,255 
$2,222 
$2,210 
$2,170 
$2,107 
$2,105 
$2,009 
$2,005 

Florida Triple Crown {Leg #3) 
Minnesota Majestic 
Sinnissippi Open 
1997 Dogwood Crosstown Classic 
Florida Triple Crown (Leg #1) 
Lumskull Open 

$5,553 
$5,015 
$4,500 
$4,365 
$4,000 
$3,880 
$3,875 
$3,745 
$3,680 
$3,550 
$3,415 
$3,354 
$3,165 

From any tournament with a purse of at least $1,000 we also
offer the top 16 events comparing pro payout to pro field size. 
This is important because it reflects the hard work at many indi
viduals to obtain sponsorship. Numbers reflect payout per pro 
entrant: 

1997 Waco Annual Charity Open 
flying Lizard Doubles 
2nd Annual Summertime Open 
The Real Ice Bowl . 
Ktng of Die, Bluegrass 
WintJrtime Open 
Stocldlolm Disc·aolf Open · 
New Joisey Jam .. · 
Hall of Chains Classic 
Aubum Open. 
Duck Goll 
Ft. Steilacoom Op"p, 
Florida Triple Crown (ugf2).
Delta Systems Mid-America Open 
1997 Charlotte Open 
Motherlode "97ft 

Bob West Memorial 
Augusta Classic 

· ·$3,,140.
$3,850
$3,058

'$2,964.
$i,835
$%,825
$2,780
$2,625
$2,605
$2�600
$2,570
$2y510
$2,,510

Discraft Great Lakes Open 
PDGA World £hampionsbips 
In-flight Open 
Melbourn� Open 
1997 Bucci Masters Cup 
St. Louis Gateway Open 
Flying lizard Doubles 
Lumberjack Open 
Tenn.-ea Overall Cflampionships. 
Edgewood. Electric Open 
Bab West Memorial 
1997 Roscoe's Revenge 
Kansas City Wide, Open 
Minnesota Majestic 
2nd Annual Summertl�e Open 
13111 Peoria Open 

$173.90 
$124.88 
$111.44 
$110.88 
$90 .. 80 
$89.09 
$84.50 
$83 .. 57 
$82 .. 88 
$79.45 
$73.88 
$73.46 
$73.25 
$71.50 
$71.14 
$70.62 

VISA· 1-800-651-DISC
�Bf!!J�B!I� Call toll-free and 

-
� 

order today! 
--------

□ Yes! Send me One Year for $17.97

·□ Yes! Send me Two Years for $31.97

□ Yes! Send me Three Years for $43.97

Please mail my subscription of Disc Golf Journal to: 

Name ___________________ _ 

Address __________________ _ 

City, State, Zip ________________ _ 

Phone _________ Birthdate _ _____ _ 
Offer good only in U.S. Please allow 6-8 weeks for mailing of first issue. 

In Canada, $21.97; Elsewhere, $24.97, U.S. Currency. 

Photocopy and mail this form to: 
DISC GOLF JOURNAL 

POBox3577 
Champaign, IL 61826-3577 

Our Personal Guarantee: If you are not satisfied for any reason with our 
magazine, we will refund your money for all unmailed copies. 
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Running a Players· Meeting 
BY GARY LEWIS 

T
HE PLAYERS MEETING sets 
the tone for your tournament. A 
well run meeting gives the play

ers an understanding of what to expect 
during the day. Typically, players are 
excited, often confused, and a little 
apprehensive. A poor meeting can com
pound the problem by not making it 
exactly clear what you expect in regard 
to rules, timetable, and most important, 
the course layout, if using an expanded 
temporary course. 

Players meetings used to consist of 
the TD going over a few rules, reading off 
names, and handing out scorecards. 
Nowadays, meetings need to be more 
thorough because of larger playing fields, 
more rules, PDGA requirements, divi
sions, and expanded tournament courses. 
But still keep the meeting as brief as pos
sible. Tell them anything that will speed 
up the tournament. A numbered score
card will aid in flow. This makes it clear 
to players where they start, what hole to 
go to (circle each group's starting hole), 
and who the other players are on the 
hole. 

The scoreboard can also serve as an 
information board and sponsor list. If 
possible attach the scorecards to the 
board on each hole, so the first player on 
the card can take it. It may help if you 
can divide the meeting into sections: 

Introduction 
Think about what you are going to say in 
your speech ahead of time. Take the time 
to write down and organize your ideas. 
Even jot down some note cards for the 
speech. This will help prevent you from 
forgetting anything important. 

Call the meeting on time and use the 
signal horn to "Bring it in!" Welceme the 
players to the tournament. Give them 

some of the history of the tournament 
and the course, maybe including the 
course records. Introduce the previous 
year's champion if they are present. 

Mention the total turnout, title spon
sor, any special sponsors, tournament 
staff, and any persons who did extra 
work on the course or tournament to get 
ready for the event. If you have a local 
course problem (littering, damage to the 
course, etiquette, etc) this is the perfect 
time to mention it. You're basically talk
ing to the more serious local golfers and 
trying to get them to spread the word 
about how you expect people to behave 
on the course. Ask them for their help. 

Equipment Checklist 

•Airhorn and/or megaphone
•Scorecards
•Pencils

•Leaderboard to attach scorecards
•Bulletin boards
-Course maps
•Marker discs for CTPs
•Posters for starting times
•Local restaurant info

Schedule 
Announce what tees are played each 
round and the number of holes, and how 
much time will be allowed for lunch. Let 
players know if food will be provided at 
the park. Mention if you plan on having 
a second round meeting. If there are no 
other player meetings, make an 
announcement when second round score
cards can be picked up. Reducing the 
number of player meetings is especially 
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HOLDS UP TO 15 DISCS 
( AVAILABLE IN NAVY, FOREST, BURGUNDY AND BLACK) 

CALL FOR WHOLESALE PRICES • 214/328-9017 

helpful to avoid "Bring it in." 
Announce how ties will be broken 

and on what hole. When scoring is com
pleted, awards will immediately follow. If 
there will be doubles, announce that. 
Basically give a timetable of the day's 
events and how you intend to proceed. 

Course Layout and Rules 
Tell players what holes are played for 
CTP and long drive (if applicable). 
Explain the entire course layout going 
over each hole. With more people playing 
in tournaments and having 24 or 27-hole 
courses this is very important. It may be 
easier to break from the existing course 
at one point and play all of the temp 
holes, then return to the permanent 
course rather than jumping back and 
forth. 

Point out the out of bounds, holes 
that may have a backup, holes most 
likely to claim lost discs. Explain time 

limit and rules for lost discs. Mention 
everybody is required to look for lost 
discs. At PDGA tournaments mention 
you are playing under PDGA rules, and 
that the players need to wear shirts. 
State you will be using the two minute 
signal to start play. 

Finally emphasize how important it 
is to correctly add the the total on the 
scorecards. Let players know the penalty 
for incorrect scorecards and scorecards 
turned in late. Incorrect scorecards take 
a long time to sort through. 

Ask your staff and the players if you 
have overlooked anything. I guarantee 
you'll have forgotten something. Make 
sure all the cards have been distributed, 
send 'em out to their holes and let's have 
fun. 

The editors also pulled useful informa
tion from Steve Lambert from an old Disc 
Golfer article. � 
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Disc Golf 
Specialties 

"THE NEXT GENERATION
IT HAS BEGUN" 

(713) 461-DISC
248 LITCHFIELD LN HOUSTON, TX 77024 
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Originally intended as a mid to long range 
driver, this new disc can out-distance 

anything on the market! Very fast, with a 
long straight line glide-absolutely awesome 

with a tail wind. 
(Weight rMge: 145-1869) 

Lightning Discs 
P.O. Box 181025 
Dallas, TX 75218 

Phone(214)328-9017 
FAX:-9088 
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This fast, overstable disc is 
named for its "S" shaped flight 
path. Thrown with the nose 
slightly down, it hooks back 
after a long glide. Great for 
distance and predictability. 
(Weight range: 127-178g) 

A rock steady putter and 
approach disc, the Rubber 

Putter is totally wind resistant. 
It floats in water and is 

extremely durable. Available in 
hi-flex and standard plastic. 

(Weight range: 171-177 g) 

This disc has a fast, slightly 
understable flight path. 

Lighter and mid-weights have 
the ability to hold a slice (or 
turnover). Floats in water 

under 170 grams. 
(Weight range: 160-187g) 

Fear no wind. This disc is 
very fast and overstable 
(not as radical as the 

Hyzers, t4e upper weights 
will still hook in any 

headwind). Inside grip 
rings make it a great 

forehand roller. 
(Weight range: 145-184gj 

-- --=-------- . 
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Essential for putting and 
straight line approach 
shots, a must for the 

critical short game. This 
disc is stable and easy to 

learn. Available in 
standard or hi-flex plastic. 
(Weight range: 145-1799) 

This is a maximum 
distance, straight line flyer. 
Similar to the # 1 Driver, this 
tooling has a broader nose 
radius, giving it a longer 
glide path. A top seller! 
{Weight range: 140-177g) 
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Essential for the starter 

package, this disc is easy 
to throw and control and 
is good for mid to long
r2.nge drives. It flies long 
and straight, but can be 
turned over for the slice. 
(Weight range: 145-1799) 

A very fast maximum distance 
flyer, maybe even the best 

overall disc on the market. Now 
available in easy to grip hi-flex 
plastic. Recommended for both 
advanced and beginning players. 

The # 1 seller. 
(Weight range: 140-177g) 

Another versatile disc, the #3 
Slice is great for a controlled 

turnover. It will hold a slice for 
90% of its flight-saving 

righthanders on left-handed 
holes {and vice versa). 

(Weight range: 165-lBlg) 

Perfect for the 250'-300' power 
hook shot. Dead stable in gusting 
winds. A very predictable mid to 

long-range driver. 
Floats in water under 172g. 

(Weight range: 165-181 g) 
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A long range straight line flyer. 
This disc has a solid, slightly 

overstable flight path. Floats in 
water and is extremely durable! 
A favorite with advanced players! 

(Weight range: 172-178g) 

Originally intended as a mid to 
long range driver, this new disc 
can out-distance anything on 
the market! Very fast, with a 

long straight line glide-
absoiutely awesome 

with a tail Viind. 
{Weight range: 145-l 86g) 

A top seller for years, this disc 
is perfect for mid to long
range straight line drives. 

A maximum distance flyer 
that rolls forever! Thrown 

flat, it will turn over after a 
long flight and roll in a 

predictable straight line. 
{Weight range: 145-1 BOg) 

Stable and very predictable. 
{Weight range: 160-1859) 

This disc defines the term 
"Hyzer." Extremely 

overstable, it will hook into 
tlie strongest headwind. 
Try the lighter weights 

first, the big arms will like 
this one! 

(Weight range: 135-1 BOg) 

At 9 l / 4" diameter, the largest 
disc in the line. Tops out at 
195g. Inside grip rings make 

it an awesome forehand roller. 
Added mass cuts through high 

grass with ease! Floats in 
water under 182g. 

{Weight range: l 75-l 95g) 

This disc is a radical 
overstable mid-range driver. A 

quick, almost 90 degree 
hook-it beats any headwind, 

and it floats in water! 
(Weight range: 169-1769) 

NOW OFFERING FREE 

CUSTOM PRINTING 

ALL DISCS PDGA APPROVED AND 

GUARANTEED UNBREAKABLE 

NO UPCHARGE FOR 

GLOW PLASTIC 

Lightning Discs• P.O. Box 181025 • Dallas, TX 75218 • (214) 328-9017 or FAX:-9088 
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Disc golf by the numb�rs (part II) 

-2,000
Total number of Learn to Play Disc Golf Videos John Houck has 

sold th rough October, 1997 

$500 Value of a 1948 Flyin' Saucer 

12,000 
Size of John Kirkland's flying disc collection 

$12,563 
Ken Clime's 3-week 1997 earnings (including sponsor bonuses) 

from In-Flight Open to Pro Worlds 

$10,430 Cost of a deluxe Mach-Ill course

400 
Temperature (in degrees fahrenheit) which plastic is heated to 

make discs (give or take 50 degrees) 

14 
Age of Steven Rico when he won the Open division 

in the 1993 Caldecott Open AND the number of patents 
owned by Ed Headrick 

681bs Weight of a Mach-Ill 

200 Approximate number of courses designed by

Ed Headrick 

Growth in PDGA membership from 1996 to 1997 9 % 

-18
Course record at Bull Run (a.k.a. "Ace Run"), Manassas, VA 

Course record at The Woodshed, Paw Paw, West VA +5 

11,212 Elevation in feet of Aspen course

345 
Most players at a PDGA World Championships, 

Charlotte, 1997 

Number of different PDGA Regions 16 

138 Number of different PDGA approved discs for competition

$15 Cost to join the PDGA in 1987

Cost to join the PDGA in 1997 $30 

$15,049 1987 PDGA Worlds Open division purse

1997 PDGA Worlds Open division purse $20,617 

209 
Most Open division players in a 
PDGA Worlds (Cincinnati, 1988) 

$3,500 
Highest amount paid to winner of Open division at 

PDGA Worlds (1988 and 1992) 

$5,555 
Amount paid to Crazy John Brooks for winning the 

1987 1st Lark Japan Cup 

4,568,297 tnnova's beveled edge patent number

16 
Age of Sam Ferrans when he won the 

1984 PDGA Worlds in Rochester 

17,000 
Number of participants in 1997's Worlds Biggest 

Disc Golf Weekend 

47.1 
Average round score of the top four Open players 

in the 1987 Worlds 

48 
Average round score of the top four Open players 

in the 1997 Worlds 

12848 Newest PDGA # issued as of October 1

5,531,624 
Patent number of lnnova's Thumbtrack feature 

$290.7 million 
Callaway Golf's revenues, for the first half of 1997, from the sale 

of Big Bertha steel and titanium metal woods 
Source: Golf Magazine, November 1997 

11 Number of PDGA Super Tour events in 1989 (first year):

Number of PDGA Super Tour events in 1997: 21 

12 Number of unique PDGA divisions

Year the PDGA was founded 1976 

20,700 
Total rounds played at Morley Field for the 

Summer of 1997 

496 # of courses Gregg Hosfeld has played

as of October 17th 

$1.2 million 
Lottery jackpot won by Rick McCafferty 
(a.k.a. Andy McMillion) in August, 1989 

9,344 
Length in feet of W.W. Samuel Park used in the 

1989 Lightning Open 

60,000 
Number of copies sold of Stancil Johnson's 

Frisbee: A Practitioner's Manual and Definitive Treatise 

6,342.6 
Miles travelled by Scot Williams in his 1991 

"33 Courses in 36 Days" trip (Virginia to California) 

1974 
Year of the first Overall State Flying Disc Championships 

(held in Alabama) 

72 
Approximate man-hours to assemble this issue � 

•



It's back! The Disc 'n Dat Holidays Sale!! 
Save on all of our merchandise ( excluding poleholes) 

Give that special someone that disc, bag or shirt 
they've been wanting all year or ... 

Simply stock up on stuff for yourself! 

Great Selection of discs, clothing, bags, raingear, and other outdoor 

merchandise! ! 

We have a selection of 2500+ discs to choose from with some of the very hottest in custom stamps. 

Have IFO, Sky South, GDS, Innova, Lightning and Wall City disc golf bags. 

We have a wide variety oft-shirts, tanks, collared shirts and jerseys; 

you can look your best on and off the course. 

Check out our raingear-rainpants, rain jackets, Gore-Tex® boots, and DuPont Sealskinz® waterproof socks� 

you'll play better when you're dry! 

We also have a number of miscellaneous items-coffee cups, Equalizers, Kool Kollars, course directories, 

triangle chairs, calendars, Discart, metal 

minis, personal trading cards and pole holes. 

CcuL{o-r cat� or or�}' 
1-800-815-7178

v� /vf �ercarcl; 
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http://qiemtiefs:aol.co�tldafdisc ..... 
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Aymg inlothc21JJC1:11tury 

Gos· GOLF BAGS m 
GateWa)" D1s.c Sporu 

Aymgmtothe21stCcntury 

• Large Velcro flapped front pocket

• 600 nylon thre
stitch-100% tea

• YKK zippers; n

. 1 

• Ballistic bottom reinforcements

Colors: Red 
Royal 
Navy 

Tour Bag: (16-22 discs) 

Player•s Bag: (12-18 discs) 

• Super-padded, adjustable Ballistic
(1050 dernier) shoulder strap with YKK
swivel hardware

• 2 zippered side pockets

• _Fully PVC lined; water�roof!

• Removeable, adjustable frame;
flexible, ligt,tweight and sturdy

ATTENTION: 
Gateway Disc Sports 
is looking for clubs or Dark Green 

Charcoal 
Brown 
Black 

Weekend (Beginner) Bag: (up to 11 discs) individuals to sell GOS 
Golf Bags directly to 

or any combination of above, trim 
color contrasting with bag color. 

CALL: (314) 770-9180 

players in your area. 
Low wholesale cost 
guarantees PLENTY OF 
PROFIT! ... What are you 
waiting for? 
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My top 10 · courses 
BY KEN CLIMO, 

8,TIME WORLD CHAMPION 

I 
'VE PLAYED IN THE neighborhood 
of 150 different courses, so I thought 
it would be fun to give you my 10 all 

time favorites. 
All of the courses on my list demand 

long, accurate tee shots on most holes. 
Also true for these courses is finding the 
area not to throw to, or play conserva
tively away from-the hazards. The 
equipment for all the courses is suited for 
tournament play-good baskets and good 
teeing areas. 

All 10 of these treks will offer any disc 
golfer of any ability a serious challenge 
regardless of what set of tees they 
choose. Most of the courses offer a wide 
variety of flight path options to test all 
facets of your game throughout the 
round. 

#10. Gordon Barnett Park; Orlando, FL -
The beautiful landscape makes a great 
golfing area. Short and long tees on most 
holes. Multiple pin placements actually 
change the holes. Plenty of hazards and 
OB's. All turns and curves you can put on 

• a disc are tested. Good facilities and shel
ters. My favorite holes: #3, #5, #6, and
#18 aU to the long pin placement from
the long tee.
#9. Hornet's Nest; Charlotte, NC - I really
like this course because it has a Jekyll
and Hyde face to it. The front nine offers
some pretty open areas for birdie oppor
tunities. Then the back nine is totally
carved out of the woods punishing bad
shots but rewarding the good shots
because there are ample FAIRways. If
you're going to have a course in the
woods, it needs to be like Hornet's Nest.
The gap to the hole might only be 8 feet
or 15 feet, but it's a solid distance all the
way to the pin - no sleeper trees. It's a
feast or famine type of course: you make
the shot and get the birdie or hit a tree
and are playing for bogey. You really
have to concentrate. Good facilities with
ample parking. A double loop design
where the front and back nine starts and
ends at the parking lot. Favorite holes:
#2, #8, #12, #15, and #16.
#8. Hudson Mills Metropark; Ann Arbor,
Ml - Huge park with top notch facilities
and concessions. 48 holes on site. Short·
and long tees on most holes. Every-shot
imaginable-a complete diversity and
every hole looks totally different. It's a
pay to enter park and I think we should
be thinking to try and get courses in
more pay to enter parks. One thing
unique at Hudson Mills is the three-foot
high rough near the putting area, so if
you're farther out you're going to have
weeds to deal with. This reminded me of
the British Open, and the way they have
the tall rough off to the sides. A must
play if you're in the area.

-� 

#7. Addison Oaks; Lakeville, Ml -Addison 
Oaks (also pay to enter) is in a very 
secluded, back-to-nature setting. I like 
their design concept: If the hole isn't 
tight, it's long and open. And the shorter 
the hol�, the tighter it is. The course 
takes on many looks from weeping wil
lows around a lake with smooth cut grass 
to woods and swamps, and rolling mead
ows with taller grass. Favorites: #1, #4, 
#16, and #18. 
#6. Mt. Airy Forest; Cincinnati, OH - They 
couldn't have picked a better spot for a 
course. Scenic, rolling hills with plush 
grass. Up and down, left and right, short 
and long-Mt. Airy has it all. Ample fair
ways, but thick, nasty rough if you fail to 
hit the mark. Mt. Airy boasts some OB 
that you have to play away from or play 
conservatively. Also incorporates the 

· double loop design. Hole #2 is one of the
most beautiful holes there is. Other
favorites: #9, #10, #15, and #18.
#5. Delaveaga Disc Golf Course; Santa
Cruz, CA - 27 holes is nice. Here you're
going up and down mountainsides. The
elevation changes provide disc flight
diversity. The soil is a very hard clay sur
face causing discs to roll and skip. On top 
of that, the holes are angled and near 
steep drop offs which makes this course
probably the most mentally demanding
of all 10. Favorites: #7, #12, #13, #20,
#26, and #27. The view from the 27th tee
is the best I have ever seen.
#4. Circle R Ranch; Port Arthur, TX - This
was truly a golf course (An 8,000-foot
temp set-up for the '94 and '95 Worlds)
where your tee shots required controlled
power and you had to set up for the next
shot. Like golf, if it wasn't a par three
you were going to throw a few shots
before you got there. True par fours and
fives, woods, OB, distance, and slight ele
vation changes. To break par was good
even for the top players. That to me is a

Disc Golf Journal 

true test of a disc golf course where pros 
are breaking par and feeling good about 
it. Very mentally demanding because of 
shot positioning. Do I go for it or lay back 
30 feet to get position? Favorites: #4, #5, 
#12, #15. 
#3. UAH-South; Huntsvil le, AL - Only set 
up once in this particular 10,000-foot 
layout that I know of and goes right 
along with the Circle R theme of truly 
being a golf course. You're going to throw 
hard two or three times on many holes 
before reaching the green. But it also 
gave you ample flight space for the 
length. The exposure to college students, 
faculty, and the public right there on 
campus is beneficial to the sport. The 
permanent North Course is across the 
street. In addition to plenty of distance, 
this layout boasted water, roads, and 
trees, making sub-60 scores a challenge. 
#2. Boylan Family Farms; Laurel Springs, 
NC - The drive up there is breathtaking. 
The Christmas tree farm is secluded and 
totally private. The elevation changes 
are tremendous. The whole course tested 
you: You had to rip your drives with OB 
present on some holes. Upshots were 
demanding and putts could be very 
tough. Watching the disc in flight on this 
course is one of my fondest memories. 
Favorites: #1, #3, #5, #7, #15, and #18. 
#1. Cliff Stevens; Clearwater, FL - Cliff is 
#1 because it's made me what I am. 
Cliff's been through many design 
changes with myself being a primary 
influence recently. One of the toughest 
sequence of holes to play in a tournament 
is #16, #17, #18, then #1 at Cliff. If they 
don't eat your disc, you might finish par 
or over par and feel good about it. 

Cliff incorporates a double loop 
design, dual tees on most holes, water on 
12 holes, and all possible flight paths. It's 
very clean and supports an incredible 
variety of wildlife: egrets, herons, gators, 
squirrels, turtles, and fish. � 

*With an adjustable strap and beefy shoulder
pad, the Caddy Bag is constructed of chipboard 
stiffener and covered with 1000 Denier Nylon 
making it the most rigid and durable bag on 
the market. 

*On the side there's a slot for scorecard and
pencil. On one end, there's .a large storage 
compartment with mini holder. On the other end, 
there's two expandable drink holders-fits 
medium-sized sports drinks. 

*The Caddy Bag puts an end to waffled discs
with removeable velcro slots allowing you to 
customize y�ur bag. 

*Big disc carrying capacity-up to 15 discs.

*The Caddy Bag also has an out of the way
umbrella holder. 

� �� ���@o [b \k � We do not make the claim that the Caddy Bag is waterproof, 
but with a money back guarantee-decide for yourself! 

"I've used almost every bag on the market. The Caddy Bag is the most water-resistant and �urable bag out there. Period!" 
-Ken Climo, Eight-time World Champ

9 Custom Hotstamps 
Quantity Discounts Available 
Distributors Wanted 
All Discs $7.00 each or 3 for $20.00 
All Orders Plus Shipping and Handling 

Flying Eye Discs 
4021 Biscayne Dr. 

Winter Springs, FL 32708 
800-438-0701

FAX: 407-699-8881 

Call or Write for Catalog www.discgolf.com 
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Making your pro debut 
BY THOR HOLOCH, 1997 

AMATEUR WORLD CHAMPION 

H 
EY, FELLOW WIND warriors! 
Have you been playing 
Advanced •Amateur and doing 

pretty well? Mayb� you are ready to turn 
pro. But consider the following: 

There are going to be many challenges 
you must face when deciding to turn pro. 
Most importantly, you need to look 
within yourself to see if you are physi
cally, mentally, and financially ready for 
the pros. 

Self Evaluation 
Are you making 99% of your 20-25 foot 
putts? Are you consistently running at 
40-60 foot putts? Do you consistently
make good approaches within 200 feet?
Do you have a wide variety of shots in
your bag for handling trouble? Are you

Ready to turn pro? 

Are you making 99% of your 20-25 foot 
putts? 

Do you have a wide variety of shots for han
dling trouble? 

Are you driving 400 feet? 

Do you find yoursel1 teaching the game, 
rather than learning it? 

Are you consistently finish.ing in the top 1/3 
of Advanced? 

Are you comfortable with your throwing and 
putting style. grips, and disc selection? 

driving 400 feet? Are you playing like a 
pro, or do you feel like you have a pro 
mentality? Do you find yourself teaching 
others the game, rather than learning 
yourself? Are you confident you have 
reached the highest level of your compet
itive field you possibly can? Are you con
sistently finishing in the top 1/3 of 
Advanced? Do you find yourself playing 
pro in non-sanctioned events because the 
competition is better? Are you comfort
able with your throwing and putting 
style, grips, and disc selection? Most 
importantly, are you selling prizes you 
receive for money? How many questions 
did you answer yes to? A lot? It may be 
time to turn pro. 

Manifestation Process 
Set the goal. Do the work. Don't look 
back! Set a goal for yourself as an 
Advanced player when you feel like your 
level of competition is high enough as to 
when you will make your pro debut. 
You're making a commitment for yourself 
when you will move up. You have to 
stand by it. Begin to plan now on the pro 
career you are going to have after your 
debut. Once you make a step toward the 
pro division, I believe there should be no 
turning back. 

Pro Mentality (or Pro Zone) 
As long as you are playing amateur, you 
will likely possess an amateur attitude. 
Ams can get in a slump and sometimes 
cannot get back out. Pros bring them
selves out of a slump quicker and are 
more motivated from mistakes to do 
better the next hole. 

Someone with a pro mentality is 
ready to stop taking from the sport and 
start giving something back. This is what 
I meant by "stop learning and start 
teaching." 

The competitive level is higher in pros 
and is more serious. There's less talking 
("good putt", "nice drive" etc) in a pro 
group. These statements are used to 
motivate amateurs. Many pros have 
their own motivation. 

Money makes the competition more 
serious. You're paying more and you hope 

to win some back. 
Are you ready to become an ambas

sador for the sport? As a pro, players are 
going to be more receptive to your ideas 
going to look up to what you have to say. 

It's all mental 
Are you mentally ready for the pros? 
Being used to competition is one of the 
most important aspects of the mental 

There are many things we do as an 
amateur which prevent us from bringing 
out the pro self: going through the same 
run through before a drive, or always 
reaching for a certain disc. You need to 
drop any old superstitions. 

You need to be fully comfortable train
ing and practicing by yourself. You're 
able to focus more on your mental and 
physical game than playing with your 

I, • "Someone with a pro mentality is ready to

stop taking from the sport and start 

giving something back." 

game. If you play good golf outside of 
competition, then compete and play 
badly, it's the mental game that is the 
culprit. 

There are other physical and mental 
costs to being a pro: focusing attention on 
new aspects of developing your game and 
practicing them constantly-rollers, tom
ahawks, forehands, etc. 

Is your ego ready to start off at the 
bottom of a new competitive field? You 
may be used to playing at the top of your 
field, but things will change when you 
turn pro. 

friends. Move up when you are ready for 
better competition, not better payout. 

You need to reach a point in your 
game where it doesn't matter what dissc 
you have in your bag. You can do what 
needs to be done with any disc. 

Making your debut an "event" 
Any publicity for disc golf is good public
ity. Hype yourself. Blow your own horn. 
Nobody else will. Pro debuts are not as 
publicized in disc golf as I think they 
could be. Making a pro debut more recog
nized would not only bring more press to 

our sport, but would also prevent some 
ams from returning to amateur ranks 
after not cashing in their first event. 

Inform your local newspaper on what 
you are going to do, how you are doing, 
how you finished, etc. Write your own 
press releases. Do mall appearances and 
mall demos. Do radio appearances. Local 
cable access channels always are looking 
for something unique. 

You have to expect all media people to 
do nothing and care less about disc golf. 
Then go and develop relationships with 
the media and sell them on the sport. 

What to expect in your debut 
You•re starting all over again. Like going 
back to first grade. Realize there will be 
times of no cash. At the same time expect 
to play some of the best golf of your life 
because of the push factor. Others will 
look up to you because of your rank and 
the scores you post. 

Whatever division you choose to com
pete in, you need to make sure you are 
going to have fun. You can't play good golf 
when you are uncomfortable and not 
having fun. If you're not comfortable in 
the pros, then don't play pro. It's your 
decision. Just because someone calls you 
a sandbagger is no reason to cave into 
pressure. � 

We offer the largest selection of ALL manufacturers discs and products 
including the two hot new drivers from Mattel Sports, 

the Voyager and the Apollo. 

Most orders are shipped the day they are received and 
we are open 7 days a week to be able to deal with your needs personally. 

We will mail you our 56 page catalog free of charge.· 
Just phone, fax, or e-mail us for one. 

DISCOVERING THE WORLD - P.O. BOX 911 - LA MIRADA, CA 90637 

PHONE #(714)522-2202 / FAX #(714)670-6340 

E-MAIL: dtworld@aol.com

WEB SITE: http//www.dtworld.com 

DISCOVERING 
THE WORLD

® 
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BEFORE YOU SHOP 

SEE IT ALL 

BEST SELECTION!

BEST SERVICE!
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OVER 15 YEARS! 
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TWo Rivers Disc Golf Course 

BY LARRY ODEN I 
just the right amount of shade while 

I· leaving an equally appropriate amount of 
---------------- sunshine to nourish the wild flowers in 

The Two Rivers Record 

Installed: 1994

Length: 6855 (long pins), 4695 (short pins) 
Course record: unknown 
Tournaments: Nashville Open, Tennessee 

State Flying Disc Championships 
Directions: 
Two Rivers Park is located on Briley Parkway 
between I-40 and 1-65 near the Opryland 
Hotel. Travelers from the east or west should 
stay on 1-40 until they reach the Briley Prky. 
exit, then head north (toward Opryland). 
From the south or southeast, take 1-40 east 
(follow the signs toward the airport) and then 
look for the Briley Prky. exit and go north. 
From the north or northeast, follow 1-65 south 
to the Briley Prky exit and head south. Once on 
Briley, look for the Two Rivers exit, turn into 
the park as if you .were headed to the wave 
pool. Upon entry into the park turn left instead 
of going into the wave pool parking lot. There 
is plenty of parking along the road along with 
seasonal restrooms and picnic pavilions. The 
first tee is on the corner by the main entrance 
to the park. There are no trash cans on the 
course so please don't litter. Above all ... enjoy. 

the spring. Golfing on this course 
can be an experience in serenity, 
but don't get too intoxicated with
its beauty or you'll find all too 
quickly how eager this course is 
to remind you who's boss. 

Nashville has been bl�ssed with 
world class golfing at the course 
at Seven Oaks Park since the late 
1980's. That course has become 
an extremely well manicured, dif
ficult 18 holes of golf (so difficult 
that some unnamed pros have 
complained). The amount of 
golfers grew so rapidly that a new 
course was not only inevitable 
but practically mandated. At this 
point Nashville's disc golf club 
(Flying Disc Drive) negotiated 
the use of a second Metro park for 
another course. 'I\vo Rivers Park 
was the elected and approved 
real estate. 

Installation began in 1994, 
driven by Dan "Hans" Parks and 
Rocky Johnson. These individu
als designed and installed the 
front nine single.handedly, striv
ing to provide golfing enjoyment 
to any and all who desired a 
change of pace. The back nine 
(also designed by Hans and 
Rocky) was installed the follow

�-----------------� ing year when funding from indi-

E
x C E L L E N T . s C e n i C • 
Challenging. Great! These words 
are a common factor in almost 

every description of Two Rivers Disc Golf 
course in Nashville, TN. And they are 
indeed true. This course offers a great 
golfing experience to every level of player 
from the first timer to the best of the 
best. It is open and forgiving enough to 
provide a novice with the compulsion to 
continue playing, and at the same time 
provides even the most technically com
petent golfer a frustratingly challenging 
round. 

The hillside setting of this majestic 
park provides a haven to dozens of 

vidual contributions provided the 
metal to complete the course. Nashville 
Metro Parks provided the concrete work 
for the tee pads, but the remainder of the 
sweat equity was all voluntary. Kudos to 
all who were 
instrumental in the realization of this 
goal (there a;e too many names to men
tion here). 

Course Description 
The front nine begins with an elegant 
downhill dogleg right. The perfect drive 
must navigate a small group of trees on 
the left and drop behind them toward the 
basket. The longer pins require a similar 

" ... A beautiful bit of rolling hills. Excellent layout. 

Great blend of fun short & nice challenging crusher 

holes. Breezy-fun in the wind. Excellent course." 

- Brad Hammock

species of trees, all living in harmony 
without invading the space of their 
neighbors. Aged and wild, these trees 
grow in untamed, untrimmed beauty and 
symmetry, giving the hills and valleys 

·finesse, adding the obstacle of yet
another group of trees even further
down lane. Hole two goes back uphill
(rather steeply) to one of three pins -
easy, deceptive, and downright tough!

__,r7"""....,..........,..---:-,-�------r------, The elevation change on
this hole challenges your 
sense of depth. A seemingly 
great sh'ot off the tee turns 

_,-.-n:q��1 out to be 50' short of the
basket. Experience dictates 
that extra "umph" on the 
drive. 

The next two holes are 
set behind a long line of 
brush which separates them 
from the rest of the course. 
Teeing off through an arch
way in the brush, hole 
number 3 is a downhill fade 
that can leave you in trou
ble in the rough if your 
drive is too long. 
Contrasting that hole, 
number 4's uphill crush 
under a low ceiling of limbs 
is difficult to overdrive. 
These holes provide a 
respite from the busy holes 
that comprise the remain
der of the front nine. 

Hole 5 is the longest 
hole on the course, and in 
my opinion could be the sig
nature hole. This hole has 
two tee pads separated by a 
distance of 210' (longer than 

some holes). From the 'pro' pad this hole 
plays 800 feet in its longest position. 
Covering about 200' of flat land before it 
reaches a sweeping downhill grade, a 
player's drive navigates a wide gap 
between a grove of trees on the left and a 

short 

shad

tt.om 

Only a well placed drive will give the 
golfer a good chance at a birdie. 

Moving forward to number 13 pre
sents an uphill shot to a blind pin. Oh 
sure, you know about where the basket 
might be, h1�.t placing a drive within 

"Scenic and challenging course because of the 

rolling hills. Tough pin placements ... putting is key. I 

love it. It takes a multiple skill player to master it." 

- Dean Tannock

collection of trees on the right which 
guard the shortest approach to the 
dogleg right basket placement. The per
fect drive will land in the middle of this 
gap, leaving a 400' uphill shot for the 
deuce! This can be a very frustrating 
hole, and there is certainly no shame in 
scoring a 4 when the basket is in the long 
position.' 

The remainder of the front nine fills 
out the terrain in equal fashion; a combi
nation of tricky downhill finesse shots 
(careful. .. don't overdrive!) together with 
tough uphill shots which must negotiate 
gnarled, grasping limbs give these links 
an unforgettable, not to mention unfor
givable, character. Hole 7, not unlike 

. hole 5, combines the best (or worst) of 
both worlds when the pin is placed in the 
longest position. A player has definitely 
completed some serious golf when the 
front nine is finished; it is a perfect pre
decessor to the back. 

The back nine is not as 
vicious as the front in terms 
of elevation change, but 
make no mistake, there are 
indeed some formidable 
hills. What is lacking in ele
vation is made up in dis
tance, and accuracy is a pre
requisite to a good round. 
This is especially true when 
the wind invites itself to the 
party! Hillsides and valleys 
always seem to become a irm,-;trrt'ih'l'i.\'

catalyst for unpredictability 
when the breeze decides to 
visit- this park is no excep-
tion. 

Hole 10 is an all downhill � 
shot, and as strange as it 
sounds, the shortest basket 
can be the toughest. It is 
perched on the side of a 
steep decline with the 
danger of stray rolls or acci

putting range is a little easier said than 
done. Depending on where· the pin is 
actually planted, the definitive drive 
could be a sharp dogleg left or a straight 
and long crush over the hill. In either 
case, the plateau atop which all the pin 
placements reside is speckled with large 
trees that enjoy a good game of catch, so 
beware. 

The remaining holes are a back and 
forth collection of long drives across the 
grassy expanse of one of Metro 
Nashville's most scenic and well kept 
parks. Each hole from here to the finish 
provides a long, unique challenge. Only 
the player that can combine a long drive 
with pinpoint accuracy can expect to 
shoot under par on these holes. Don't 
misunderstand, though, they are not 
unreachable by any means. To land a 
drive near the pin on any of these holes 
involves much more than just being able 

dental "long-shots" looming -�---'-_......_._....;..;..:.:.-.""'"""';.:._:.;=...,:,:._;=.t1,;;.;.._;,,...::::.::.:.:.:..;::...:...;=.:...J

like a gray cloud. The other two positions 
are more on level ground but require a 
good judge of distance to park them. 

Holes 11 and 12 are pretty much level 
from tee to basket. The fairway of hole 
11, however, is a ridge. A drive that 
breaks too far to the left or to the right 
will leave you in trouble (OB fence on the 
left). Hole 12's basket is nestled in the 
middle of a small family of trees that pro
vide shelter for it's chained inhabitant. 

to reach the pin; each hole has its own 
unique requirements other than dis
tance. There are trees that demand 
attention - hungry for plastic, these 
gentle giants comprise an arboretum of 
obstacles to all but the truest of drives. 

Overall, 'I\vo Rivers Disc Golf course 
is a collection of birdies waiting to be 
had. But it is only the consistently accu
rate golfer that will be able to bag a lot of 
them.� 



November/December '97 Reviews• 23 

BY DR. DISC 

Annual lnnova Meeting 
The annual Innova distributors meeting 
was held during the Worlds in Charlotte. 
Most of the larger distributors of golf 
discs were there to enjoy an informal 
buffet and network with the Innova 
owners and other dealers of fine plastic. 

One of the major topics of conversa
tion was the continued growth of the 
sport which has been seen this year with 
the increase in sales of golf discs and new 
courses. The Innova principals pledged 
their continued support and are looking 
for new and innovative ways to help the 
sport grow. 

Many technical questions were finally 
put to rest. For instance, the difference 
in the Polaris LS 1.2, 1.3, etc. There are 
no changes in the mold itself. They have 
not made any changes on purpose. 
Factors that may influence the flight 
characteristics are as vague as humidity 
or the supply of plastic that was deliv
ered that day. 

Tim and Dave explained that the new 
"DX" plastic will now be the norm. So 
there is really no need to ask for the new 
DX plastic because it is all DX plastic 
now. Probably because it is from the DX 
company! 

The Roe has been slightly retooled 
again to bring back the classic Roe like 
flight. Dunipace explained that the top 
players have demanded the perfect Roe. 
So here it is, again. 

Much praise was bestowed on Harold 
Duvall and crew of Carolina Flying 
Discs, the east coast sales office. They 
put in hundreds of hours of work on the 
World Championships. They were also on 
the payroll while they worked for the 
Worlds. This could be the first step in a 
continued alliance between the Worlds 
and the corporate factors involved. All in 
all, the meeting was enjoyed by all. They 
get better every year. ***

Disc Golf Web Pages 
WWW. If you don't know what that 
means by now, you're out of touch. As 
most of you know, disc golf is all over the 
internet. Chat lines, BBS, web pages. We 
are everywhere. 

Now just about any topic or type of 
person, place or thing has a page on the 
world wide web. Some of the more signif
icant disc golf web pages are: 
Discgolfer.com, Discgolf.com and Juliana 
Bowers home page: 
www.cs.iastate.edu/ A bower/j uliana/disc
golf.html. Juliana's is very significant 
because she was one of, if not the first to 
make disc golf info available to the world. 
She started out with her own "Home 
Page" and readers to her world watched 
as she grew and developed from an 
enthusiastic amateur into a top ranked 
pro. As anyone who has tuned into her 
can attest, we were all glad to share in 
her happiness when she married and 
when she advanced to the Pro division. 
Juliana's web site is full of static infor
mation she adds to and upgrades con
stantly. There are great graphics and 
links to other sites around the country 
including clubs, tournaments, events, 
the PDGA, the Hall of Fame and many 
popular vendors of discs and equipment. 
She has put a wealth of information on 
her site that deserves a good look. 

Discgolfer.com is an online magazine 
that has been up and running for a year 
or so. When you tune in to this page, the 
first thing you see are some very good 
graphics. The index page offers choices of 
where to go: "The Courses, The Players, 
The Events, Equipment, Issues and the 
Rest." There is a different course in each 
issue and the current offering features 
Spencer Thurman's Woodshed, a former 
DGJ World Class Course. There are pic
tures of some of the more interesting 
. holes and how to play them. Sounds like 
a must play course if you are in the area. 
Phone numbers and directions are 
included. 

In the Players section, we meet Chris 

Heming from Australia. He has been 
traveling around America playing in 
tournaments and visiting disc golfers. He 
went from CA. to the Worlds and then up 
to the Smithsonian for the Great Frisbee 
Festival. This makes for quite a disc golf 
adventure. 

In the Events section the Smithsonian 
National Frisbee Festival is discussed. It 
has been five years since this wonderful 
event has graced the lawns of our nations 
capitol. America is glad to have this 
super fun event back on the Labor Day 
weekend. Lets hope it continues forever. 
As in the past, big name disc figures were 
on hand to perform, give clinics and 
mingle with the crowds. Not only is it 
quite a thrill to perform in front of thou
sands of admiring fans, but many of the 
players indicate that the real joy is the 
one on one teaching experience. "This is 
a chance to give back a little to the com
munity," said Australia's Chris Heming. 

This was the 16th year for the event. 
One of the biggest photo opps in all of the 
flying disc world happens at these festi
vals-the Capitol Toss. At the end of the 
day, the thousand or so still around, all 
throw their discs high into the air at the 
same time. When all those different col
ored discs take to the air with the Capitol 
building in the background, well, it just 
makes you proud to be an American. 
Thanks, Mattel, keep-up the good work! 

The Equipment section discusses the 
new KC. Whippet. Also included is a 
summary of the PDGA's efforts to initi
ate a marketing program of its logo on 
golf goods. Licensed apparel with the 
PDGA logo will soon be available to the 
mass market. Right now hats, shirts 
towels, and certain discs etc can be found 
thru Discovering The World and of 
course the PDGA, which includes all 
Course Pros around the country. Look for 
a sales kit in all the upcoming TD kits 
prior to the tourney dates . 
The Issues department is where the con

troversy lies. This month the debate is on 
"Sandbaggers" and "Rollers". 

If you really want to tell someone 
where to go for disc golf on the internet, 
then send them to: discgolf.com. This is 
the big one. Marty Hapner set up this 
page before anyone else came up with the 
idea. He has proven to be the webmaster 
that our sport has needed since the 
advent of online services. Marty has put 
about every aspect of the sport on his 
well know page. 

The graphics are colorful and the con
tent is informative. From this historical 
site one can find links to courses events 
vendors, equipment, personal �fo, col� 
lege info, the Hall of Fame and anything 
else that Marty feels would be helpful to 
the discgolfer at large. Included in the 
graphics are some animated features. 
On the introductory page to IFO, the 
mascot gator is throwing a golf disc back 
and forth. 

The Innova page has a section on their 
Discatcher and lots of helpful hints on 
selling and installing a course. There are 
links to courses on a regional level. For 
instance, the Tucson courses are high
lighted as well as many others around 
the country. Many golfers over the last 
few years will go to these links for advice 
and info pertaining to a particular city or 
area where they will soon be visiting or 
moving to soon. With this in mind, play
ers will also look up links to city or area 
clubs so they have knowledge of meet
ings and local events as soon as they 
arrive in a new town. A good exampJe of 
this type of information is demonstrated 
by the way Atlanta and other large cities 
will have a local event every week at a 
different course around town. Therefore, 
if you know all this in advance you might 
want to stay in the appropriate part of 
town while you are there on business or 
pleasure. Thru these types of links, play
ers can exchange ideas and offer helpful 
suggestions. So, if you only have a few 
minutes or just want to show someone at 
work about our sport, just tell them to 
type in one of the above addresses, and 
have fun with the web. � 
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Once upon a soapbox 
BY MARK ELLIS 

I 
N THE LAST ISSUE of DGJ

(September/October 1997) the 
anonymous "Critic" authored a 

Soapbox article dealing with PDGA and 
amateur issues. The Journal offered me 
the opportunity to provide a differing, 
and at times, contrary opinion. A rebut
tal, if you will. Well, here it is. 

Perhaps you, like me, found it odd 
that the "Critic" lacked the courage to 
reveal his (or her, but I'm guessing from 
context "his") identity. 

Issues, Principles, and Answers 

Issue: Sandbagging 
Principle: Disc Golf is a Lifelong Sport 
In the latest revisions to the PDGA 
Official Rules of Play three new divisions 
were created: Juniors under 12, Juniors 
under 16 and Legends (65+ years of age). 

The new divisions highlight the con
cept of disc golf as a lifelong sport. PDGA 
policies should, and I believe do, foster 
lifetime tournament participation as 
well. 

A good starting point in this discus
sion is what the rules say about the sand
bagging issue. Rule 804.08 G provides: 
"A (tournament) director may not restrict 
a player from playing in the division 
which the player is registered with the 
PDGA, unless the director has estab
lished a fair procedure which gives play
ers advanced notice and said procedure 
has been approved by the PDGA 
Competition director. A director may not 
forbid a player from competing in a 
Professional division for which the player 
qualifies and which division is being 
offered for competition." 

The rule treats professional and. ama
teur players differently. Pros may play in 
any division being offered that they are 
old enough to play in. Ams may play in 
their registered division unless the TD 
creates, publicizes and has approved a 
mechanism to move players up to higher 
divisions. 

Answer: Local Control by TD's 
The rule recognizes TD's are in the best 
position to recognize and address the 
sandbagging problem. Some TD's use 
sophisticated formulas, like the NorCal 
80-20 rule ( a finish in the top 20% of a
division at 80% of the tournaments

ters a family-type atmosphere unlike any 
I have encountered in other sports. We 
are, as a whole, friendly and not ruth
lessly competitive. Controversy and con
frontation are blessedly rare at tourna
ments. We seldom call each other on 
minor violations (foot faults, etc.). Even 
our rules are minimally punitive. We 
may not have an official Spirit of the 
Game like Ultimate Frisbee does but we 
have an actual spirit of camaraderie and 
fair play. 

Whatever we can do to retain and 
expand our tournament family is valu
able. The danger with cniating strict, 
mandatory divisional advancement 
mechanisms ( anti-sandbagging rules) is 
that they may work like the Peter 
Principle in the business world. 

You may remember the Peter 
Principle, the concept that in business, 
workers keep being promoted until they 
reach a job they are incompetent at. The 
parallel in disc golf is that players get 
moved up until they reach a place they 
cannot fairly compete in. Then they 
simply drop out (unlike business where 
they continue to draw a pay check). 

If we want players to play tourna
ments for life, then we need to allow 
them a chance to compete at a level 
where they have the opportunity to suc
ceed. No one wants to attend tourna-· 
ments just to donate - well, ok, no one 
besides Tim Selinske (who has competed 
in every Pro Worlds in the Open division 
and is still awaiting a pay day. Tim, of 
course, is a special case). 

The harm caused by sandbagging is 
that the weakest players in the division 
are discouraged. Sometimes a bit of 
patience is needed. Regardless of natural 
talent, any novice player with enough 
practice and experience will eventually 
move up to the next division. So the situ
ation is cyclical (try saying that three 
times fast). A division an amateur is 
fairly competitive in today is one he or 
she may be too good for in the future. All 
of us get to wear the sandbag label even
tually. (if you could say that three times 
fast you need to move up, sandbagger!) 

Eventually most players reach a 
plateau, a level of play they are unlikely 
to substantially improve upon. For some, 
that plateau is an amateur level of profi
ciency. Just because they played a great 
tournament (for them) does not mean 
they are not fairly competitive in that 
division ever again. 

So what do we do with players who 

If we want players to play tournaments for life, 
then we need to allow them a chance to 
compete at a ·1evel where they have the 

opportunity to succeed. 

played in the NorCal Series results in 
automatic advancement for the next 
year). Others use a simpler process: divi
sion winners must move up next year at 
that tournament. 

Consider a common scenario in tour
nament sports. Player starts playing the 
game (tennis, racquetball, table tennis, 
golf, whatever), becomes proficient and 
enters first tournament. Gets blown out 
in the lowest division ( boy, these players 
in tournaments are great! I had no idea 
they were this good). Works on game, 
trains and practices, and eventually wins 
a tournament in the lowest division and 
so moves up. After 2-3 years of tourna
ment experience, player reaches his/her 
level ( primarily a function of talent and 
motivation). Player finds it difficult to 
move above the plateau of proficiency 
attained. Player figures they will never 
be a star, drops out of the tournament 
scene. 

Disc golf avoids the above scenario 
better than some other sports due to a 
complex interaction of factors. In part, 
the disc golf tournament community fos-

want to play at a low enough level so 
they are virtually assured of winning, 
even if they are not playing well? No, I 
am not referring to Ken Climo or Elaine 
King. There is no higher division to move 
them to. Maybe one day we can create a 
super-human division. For sandbagging 
amateurs, the answer lies in the author
ity of TD's. 

TD's have the ability to control sand
bagging (even between pro open and 
masters by financial incentive but that is 
another article). TD's are in the best 
position to know the talent level and 
playing history of individual players. In 
the Amateur divisions, move-up mecha
nisms are a long term resolution. In addi
tion, payouts can be structured to create 
the incentive to move up. TD's can and do 
manipulate payouts to discourage sand
bagging. If a player gets the same payout 
for winning Novice, Intermediate or 
Advanced then this acts as a disincentive 
to move up. If higher divisions receive 
greater rewards, then players have an 
incentive to move up. Flattening out 
amateur payouts is a great idea, espe
cially in the lower divisions. 

A word about flattening payouts. The 
less competitive the division, the flatter 
the payout should be. Males and females 
are socialized differently when it comes 

• to competition. Although this tendency is
diminishing, men are trained to be more
competitive than are women. This proba
bly explains the much larger male divi
sions in tournaments. In my experience
as a TD, I have found that women, both
pros and ams, are more comfortable with
flatter payouts. I try to reward all women
amateurs and juniors.

The Critic was upset that at some
tournaments amateurs were generously
rewarded for winning. You may have
noticed that the Critic, for all his upset,
did not decline to accept the prizes he
won.

The tournaments which generously
reward amateurs are the same ones
which generously reward the pros. No
one seems to be upset if a pro is treated

Disc Golf Journal 

personal gain. My personal experience is 
that the vast majority of TD's do a fine 
job. 

TD's of sanctioned events are bound 
by the Rules of Play (35 pages of rules) 
and the sanctioning agreement (another 
15 page!:? of contract requirements). Both 
documents are written to provide basic 
guidelines to insure each competitor has 
the same fair advantage. Both docu
ments are written to provide TD's the 
discretion they deserve to run an event 
in their own personal style. 

TD's are generally strong willed and 
independent, often leaders in the local 
clubs and leagues. They volunteer their 
efforts. They have a healthy skepticism 
of PDGA edicts. 

It is a misconception that running 
tournaments is a profitable venture. 
TD's have a right to take a TD fee of 15% 
of entry fees and sponsorship. Most TD's 
decline the TD fee and are out of pocket 

. .. No one seems to be upset if a pro is treated 
well. I fail to see the harm to an amatuer being 

treated well ... why, is it bad for an amatuer 
to get a nice prize? 

well. I fail to see the great harm to an 
amateur being treated well. Think about 
this for a second. Why is it bad for an 
amateur to get a nice prize? I think it is 
very cool that tournaments like the 
Discraft Great Lakes Open (which the 
Critic singled out for abuse) put on a first 
class show and give great payouts in 
every division. 

No one is required to attend a tourna
ment. If a player attends a tournament 
and doesn't think he or she received fair 
value for their entry fee, they will not 
return next year. I played the DGLO this 
year. Evidently the Critic did not in order 
to avoid the entry fees he claimed were 
too high. It was a great tournament. In

spite of higher than average entry fees 
the amateur field was full. The good 
tournaments are well attended year after 
ye_ar. 

When Should a Player Move Up? 
The decision to move up is generally left 
to a player's discretion, fueled by the 
friendly cries of "sandbagger" by peers. 
The time to move up is when winning a 
trophy in a given division is no longer an 
honor to the player. 

To dominate a division of inferior 
competition is no honor. If you can win 
without playing your best, you are in the 
wrong division. 

Staying at too low a division for too 
long hurts a player's development. Until 
a player is pushed by competitive neces
sity they have no need to get better. So 
sandbaggers are caught in a trap of their 
own making. 

The players newest to a division tend 
to improve the fastest. They see what the 
better players are doing and work to 
develop those shots. Some players who 
have been on a plateau for too long can 
reach the next level by forcing them
selves to mo�,e up and play with better 
players. 

Issue: Tighter PDGA Control of 
Tournament Formats 
The Critic also whined about the lack of 
continuity in tournaments. This comes 
from the cookie cutter school of thought. 
The folks from the cookie cutter school 
believe all PDGA tournaments should be 
identical replicas of each other. The entry 
fees, payout percentages, schedules and 
formats should be the same. That way 
players would know what to expect. 

Principle: Tournament Directors 
Deserve Discretion 
TD's are the backbone of the PDGA. 
Most, if not all, TD's run tournaments for 
the love of the game, not for financial or 

for expenses and outright donations to 
the tournament purse. Any "profit" made 
is usually put back into the tournament 
or put into the kitty of the host club, 
rarely in the pocket of the TD. This is not 
to say that there is anything wrong with 
a TD who accepts a TD fee. It is their 
right and they earned it. 

Answer: Stop Whining and Pitch In 
Once convicted of whining, the player 
should be sentenced to a healthy dose of 
helping to run a tournament. For aggra
vated or felonious whining, the perpetra
tor should be sentenced to TD'ing a 
major event. Repeat offenses would be 
greatly diminished by this dispensing of 
frisbee justice. 

When comparing the relative hassles 
and rewards of running tournaments, it 
is amazing to me that a few of our TD's 
have been at it for so many years and 
still have the energy and motivation to 
keep doing it. Our sport is truly blessed 
to have TD's like John David, Kerry 
Keith, Rick Rothstein, Terry Batten, 
John Houck, Ken Folger, Duster and 
Terre Hoffman, Bob Lewis, Carlton 
Howard, Mark Horn, Harold Duvall, 
Gary Lewis, Tom Schot, Rick Neil and 
Royce Racinowski ( Ok, let me apologize 
to all the folks I left off the list). 

The less we, as players, gripe to TD's 
and the more we pitch in to help, the 
longer our current TD's will be willing to 
continue. 

Support the Sport. � 

Interestingly, as we were putting together 

this issue, Dr. Disc forwarded this related 
note-the editors: 
As the controversy in the Am. • division 
heats up, both extremes ·have just show
cased in the South. Harold Duvall 
announced the Am's· at the S.C. State 
Tourney will be playing for "trophies, rib
bons and the like." Duvall will use the 
Am money to beef up the players packs 
that they receive. Shirts, discs, etc. 

Earlier in Tennessee the Am winners 
took home a ton of booty. This is exactly 
what Duvall and many others see as the 
problem. Too many Am's/Adv are not 
moving up because they can win more 
where they are. Often times the Ams 
take home more than the lower placed 
Pros. Duvall and others feel this practice 
is not "consistent with the Spirit of 
Amateurism." lf we look to golf and other 
sports throughout history, we will cer
tainly find this is the case. Now we wait 
on a PDGA ruling. 



Finally ••• Something Cool!!! 

� ✓ 
I� f'TM 

�,c�

TM 

You've waited long enough, now ifs here. Introducing 
"Basket Head" a brand new innovative line of disc wear. 

hirts 
100% cotton 

preshrunk 
Hanes Beefy-T's. 

Choose from 
Baskethead, 

Ace Run and Disc 
Golf Logos. Colors: 
White, Gray, Black 

$1500* 

Embroidered Hats 
Black pigment dyed soft fabric, 

·\ low profile, relaxed fit. Cloth
, · strap with fastener.

Baskethead logo. 

--- � $1500* 

Discs 
Baskethead stamp. 
(Call for availability) 

* Plus shipping and handling and tax where applicable.

Call: Toll Free 1-800-886-4005 
Call About Our Web Page Information 

San Diego (619) 646-1412 
Las Vegas (702) 873-1338 

4616 W. Sahara Suite 1-108 {Al 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89102 �if\- · 

Visa, MasterCard and Money Orders Accepted \J" 



26 • Scoreboard Disc Golf Journal 

Capital of Texas Open ($1871) Russ Adkins 234 Jeff Hornberg 184 $215 David Carnaghe 211 Fredrik Kallstrom 181 $45 

June 14-15 Mike Bailey 236 Jack Wilson 194 $150 Don Harris 213 Carlos Rio 183 $21 

Austin, TX Field: 130 Sal Teresi 239 Grand Masters (6) Joe Avansino 215 Pontus Howding 183 $21 
Open (21) Mike Gurrero 239 Dennis Vahsholtz 206 $125 Novice (10) Nils Dacke 183 $21 

_ Eric Marx 192 $390 Advanced Masters (16) Advanced (21) Miles Paseka 252 Open Women (9) 
Joel Kelly 193 $240 Dave Thomas 243 Don Carrier 202 Juniors (3) Ulrika Wikberg 243 $345 
Robby Hendrick 194 $165 Joe Thorpe 244 Tim Elder 206 Kenny Cucak 241 Regina Olnils 246 $207 
Judah Moser 204 $132 Steve Meredith 247 Jared Kintzel 206 Junior Boys (21) 
Open Women (3) Amateur (43) Mike Coarey 208 Minnesota States ($431) Jesper Lundmark 202 
Arlene Aranda 228 $95 Julian Valdez 248 Advanced Women (2) August 23-24 
Masters ( 17) Scott Battles 248 Amateur (22) Austin, MN Field: 61 Mad City Open ($2009) 
Jeff Cooper 198 $180 Steve Ivy 259 Kenny Dugger 213 Open (12) August 30-31 
Don Wilcheck 199 $124 Amateur Women (9) Julio Tabres 221 Scott Hanna 176 $114 Madison, WI Field: 156 
Mike Monroe 201 $100 Becky Eames 300 Brice Durbin 221 Michael Kukuk 177 $65 Open (20) 
Advanced (19) Laurie Bawcom 311 Amateur Women (3) Open Women (3) Barry Schultz 126 $357 
Carson Harrell 203 Juniors (3) Allison Gossick 251 Terry Bogenhagen 138 $34 Alex Bingman 129 $197 
Armando Martinez Sr. 206 Bobby Hoellwarth 242 Deb Huckaby 138 Scott Martin 131 $126 
Miles McCrimmon 215 Wisconsin River Open ($1082) Masters (7) Mike Kingslien 131 $126 
Advanced Masters (15) New Joisey Jam ($3050) August 9-10 Bruce Novak 162 $55 Masters (18) 
Welsee Hale 208 July 19-20 Stevens Point, WI Field: 154 Grand Masters (3) Terry Batten 135 $347 
Pat Kinghorn 212 New Brunswick, NJ Field: 125 Open (9) Lyle Jensen 158 $20 Leo Wilson 136 $187 
Rob Feather 212 Open (31) Alex Bingman 89 $243 Advanced (15) Grand Masters (3) 
Amateur (37) Mike Moser 127 $450 Paul Nytsch 90 $140 Dave Bednar 161 Ted Mani 150 $77 
Harlen Baker 215 Tim Weeks 133 $290 Masters (9) Chad Sabanish 162 Advanced (48) 
Byron Bray 224 Bob Graham 135 $225 Gene LaFroge 91 $228 Brian Kohout 164 Matt Kirschling 141 
Sean Fuentes 225 Joe Mela 138 $170 Brad Wendt 96 $130 Advanced Women (2) Eric Paulson 142 

...... _ 

Amateur Women (1) Pete Caldwell 140 $120 Grand Masters (3) Kristie Scott 205 James Passmore 144 
Victoria Hawthorne 284 Matt LaCourte, Jr. 141 $90 Jack Gilmore 96 $100 Advanced Masters (3) Jason Budzien 144 
Novice (14) Open Women (5) Advanced (38) Greg Huckaby 172 Keith Mansav�ge 144 
Mike Butters 242 Sue Purdunas 161 $165 Aaron Wield 91 Amateur (12) Phil Clark 145 
Novice Women ( 1) Masters (25) Matt Kirschling 91 Jack Smith 172 Michael Strauss 145 
Emily Baxter 335 Barry Noakes 138 $325 Steve Held 93 Brian Brown 176 Jon Perkins 145 
Juniors (2) Glenn Noakes 142 $210 Jason Tillman 95 Amateur Masters (4) Advanced Women (8) 
Robert Justis 261 Mike Cochran 145 $117 Steven VanAsten 96 Chuck Castner 179 Elizabeth Acosta 159 

Merrill Detweiler 145 $117 Terry Miller 96 Novice (5) Karen L. Lemke 162 
St. Louis Gateway Open ($1960) Steve Winchester 145 $117 Jim Wilson 96 Jamie Churchill 213 Advanced Masters (19) 
June 28-29 Advanced (29) Advanced Women (5) Juniors (5) Paul Kuffel 143 
St. Louis, MO Field: 68 Nicholas Knapp 126 Karen L. Lemke 105 Heather Bogenhagen 167 Greg Schuh 145 
Open (14) Robin Billig 129 Advanced Masters (14) Larry Harman 145 
David McCormack 203 $600 Don Johnson 129 Leroy Stolpa 93 17th Des Moines Open ($1202) Amateur (32) 
George Smith 210 $300 Tony Tenaglia 129 Tim Kieffer 96 August 23-24 Mark Luebeck* 140 
John Ruvalcaba 211 $175 Steve Colatriano 130 Amateur (47) Des Moines, IA Field: 117 Ryan Genske 140 
Open Women (1) David Melton 130 Todd Domres 90 Open (17) Brian Gingrich 141 
Linda Smith 269 $50 Amateur (27) Ben Budzien 91 Jeff Homburg 126 $302 Amateur Women (8) 
Masters (7) Mark Dragotta 135 Ryan Genske 95 Justin Mclven 126 $159 Kim Krueger 174 
Bob Waidmann 227 $300 Terry Shaver 137 Mark Luebeck 95 Matt Fausch 127 $115 Carmen Martines 188 
Steven Vogler 227 $200 Ben Bartlett 138 Amateur Women (11) Open Women ( 1) Novice (11) 
Advanced (21) Amateur Women (4) Dawn Schwartz 116 Sandra Clark 138 $45 Denny Girard 157 
Doug Payne 229 Karen Caldwell 124 Kim Krueger 117 Masters (7) Youth (8) 
Greg Willingham 232 Juniors (4) Juniors (18) Hal Kurtz 129 $172 Jesse Juisto 143 
Troy McElroy 234 Mark Keeny 142 Lee Semke 90 Albert Nelson 132 $94 
J. T. Rosenthal 234 Grand Masters (2) Edgewood Labor Day Classic ($820) 
Advanced Masters (6) 14th Fritz Park Open ($2275) A Call To Arms ($1058) Jack Gilmore 138 $89 August 30-31 
Don Morin 240 July 26-27 August 16-17 Advanced (17) Madrid, IA Field: 84 
Amateur (14) Irving, TX Field: 105 Omaha, NE Field: 69 Justin DeRonde 101 Open (15) 
Dean Greathouse 228 Open (22) Open (9) Bob Walker 101 Brian Brechler 118 $230 
Dan Brawner 238 Scott Michaelsen 201 $205 Chris Oien 198 $388 Doug Peyton 106 Jeff Harper 121 $100 
Amateur Women (4) Keith Copeland 211 $160 Aaron Slezak 212 $159 Advanced Women (8) Jason Steffen 123 $100 
Carrie Keeler 256 Tim Jendel 212 $100 Mike Clay 212 $159 Sandy Susanin 124 Matt Fausch 123 $50 
Juniors (1) Ray Walker 214 $80 Open Women (1) Shawna Neifert 126 Mark Ramsey 123 $50 
'Tummy Ward 271 Open Women (2) Anita Jackson 249 $56 Advanced Masters (10) Open Women (2) 

Tracy Nations 274 $70 Masters (5) Mike Jackley 106 Juliana Bower 135 $40 
El Dorado Open ($1582) Masters (30) Hal Kurz 214 $193 Ev Kruger 111 Masters (7) 
June 28-29 Joel Kelly 209 $300 Advanced Men (18) Amateur (38) Scott Innis 123 $115 
Huntington Beach, CA Field: 58 Billy West 212 $160 Doug Peyton 206 Steve Kenton 110 Advanced (11) 
Open (7) Don Wilcheck 212 $160 Mike Fleege 219 Rob Baumann 113 Justin DeRonde* 128 
Bamba Rico 143 $300 Gus Alaniz 216 $100 James Sayer 220 Amateur Women (4) Mitch Alstott 128 
Geoff Lissa.man 141 $155 Glenn Hale 217 $80 Advanced Women (2) Barb Thacker 134 Advanced Women (3) 
Open Women (3) Masters Women (2) Stacey George 259 Novice (11) Cheryl Buck 146 
Amye Rosenthal 170 $124 Avan Eddy 232 $70 Advanced Masters (8) Pat Murphy 120 Advanced Masters (6) 
Masters (14) Grand Masters (9) Philip Schmidt 226 Novice Women (3) Mike O'Malley 136 
Greg Barnicoat 141 $450 Ziggy King 237 $180 Amateur Men (20) Chris Ekoke 155 Amateur (23) 
Steve Killian 142 $200 John Garmon 240 $68 Steve Kolbe 228 Juniors (16) Mike Steffen 92 
Johnny Lissaman 144 $130 Ed Morgan 240 $68 Amateur Women (1) Jake Jacobs 48 Juniors (17) 
Grand Masters (3) Advanced (40) Barb Thacker 285 Sam Earley 50 Clint Frey 42 
Phil Ganshert 158 $93 Nolan Grider 211 Novice (3) Melissa Hutzel) 50 
Senior Grand Masters (1) Joey Harrell 217 Andrew Chisholm 119 Oklahoma States ($1116) 
Bill Richards 185 Barry Pierce 218 New Lenox Open ($1100) August 30-31 
Advanced (13) Mike Grider 220 Rochester Flying Disc Open ($872) August 24 Tulsa, OK Field: 97 
David vanderGiessen 157 Carson Harrell 221 August 23-24 New Lenox, IL Field: 126 Open (19) 
Theodore Barber 162 Michael Mitchell 221 Rochester, NY Field: 91 Open (20) Mark Vasicek 178 $219 
JeffMonheim 162 Bryan James 223 Open (6) Scott Martin 120 $250 Kevin McCoy 181 $115 
Amateur (7) Al Schack* 203 $138 Scott Papa 124 $165 Shane Hedrick 185 $82 
Dan English 155 19th New Horizons Open ($1565) Drew Bray 203 $74 Alex Bingman 126 $130 Scott Axsom 187 $55 
Jerry Davis 158 August 2-3 Open Women (3) Steve Forneris 127 $100 Open Women (2) 

Fraser, CO Field: 130 Elaine King 218 $70 Masters (7) Marci Smith 244 $50 
Mid-America Open ($2605) Open (24) Masters (13) Dan Harbeck 130 $150 Masters (18) 
July 12-13 Mike Randolph 197 $285 Doug Corea 198 $200 Jerry Suiter 131 $90 Scott Wilkinson* 194 $208 
Columbia, MO Field: 99 T.J. Lawrence 201 $145 Dave Chapmen 200 $97 Advanced (15) Harvey Brandt 194 $109 
Open (20) Rod Baca 205 $105 J. Gary Dropcho 200 $97 Darrin Johnson 133 Eric Hill 195 $78 
Randy Slaughter* 222 $505 Chauncey Donaldson 213 $80 Grand Masters (3) Dave N aspinski 138 Advanced (18) 
David McCormack 222 $280 Kurt Blackwell 215 $50 Keith Clark 219 $95 Jesse Saenz 141 Russ Burns* 202 
George Smith 227 $210 Open Women ( 4) Advanced (30) Amateur (23) Mike Codry 202 
LaRon Harris 228 $140 Lisa Daenzer 248 $100 Bruce Bennett 203 Chris Rebar 136 Tom Tornail 204 
Open Women (3) Masters ( 19) Bryan Motley 210 John Knudson 139 Advanced Masters (12) 
Juliana Bower 244 $120 Jim Klingensmith 209 $270 Joseph Schmidlin 211 Tom Downing 143 Wayne Gregory 210 
Masters (16) Scott Garrett 210 $140 Jason Sandford 220 Amateur Women (6) John Green 214 
Steven Vogler 206 $325 Gary Davidson 218 $95 Advanced Masters (10) Alison August 177 Amateur (18) 
Scott Innis 213 $180 Steve MacGregor 219 $75 Eric Feder 223 Amateur Masters (8) Chad Loegering* 209 
Steve Fisher 215 $100 Advanced (33) Dan Smith 225 Jeff Koopman 141 Neil Prufert 209 
Tom Cremer 215 $100 Tom Carillo 210 Michael O'Keefe 225 Novice (31) Barry O'Brien 210 
Grand Masters (5) Rob Kozusko 227 Amateur (23) Jeff Kellner 148 Amateur Women (2) 
Alex Dadant 219 $160 Paul Davison 230 Bo Walkuski 216 Juniors/Youth (12) Dawna Pearson 270 
Advanced (22) Dave Boden 231 Troy Osowski 220 Matt Oller 159 Novice (7) 
Tony Drennon 211 Doug Smith 231 Doug Blighton 220 Scott Martin set a state record by Ryan Allensworth 216 
Gary Harvey 218 Advanced Masters (12) Amateur Women (3) throwing an ace on regular hole #11, Juniors (1) 
Justin McLuen 218 Martin Bohn 227 Julie Bernhardt 287 380' on flat terrain. Steven Davis 274 
Advanced Women (2) Budgie Bosick 240 Overall State Champion: 
Carrie Keeler 270 Amateur (31) Sierra Shootout Stockholm Disc Golf Open ($3,050) Harvey Brandt (32 pts) 
Advanced Masters (8) Steve Sterling 213 August 23-24 August 30-31 Event Winners: 
Jeff Miller 226 Brian Kroll 234 Grass Valley, CA Field: 98 Stockholm, SwedenField: 127 MTA: Clint McClellan; 11.47s, $55 
Amateur (16) Jason Donald 235 Advanced (25) Open (97) Distance: Clint McClellan; 483'9"; $58 
Ken Booth 232 Amateur Women (7) Jack Trageser* 209 Svante Eriksson 193 $552 Freestyle: Kirkland/Brandt; $60 
John Tomelleri 238 Judy Stone 291 Jonathan Gwiazda 209 Tomas Ekstrom 195 $414 DDC: Kirkland/Brandt; $70 
Nick Arbeitman 238 Roger Elliot 212 Tommy Bessner 201 $276 
Amateur Women (5) Mighty Shunga-Nunga Open ($1565) Mike Guerrero 212 Fredrik Grana.sen 202 $207 Hound Dog Howler ($650) 
Barb Thacker 259 August 2-3 Advanced Masters (14) Thomas Lindell 203 $139 September 6 
Junior (2) Topeka, KS Field: 74 Dave Thomas 212 Anders Sward 178 $111 Felton, DE Field: 43 
Ryan McClellan 255 Open (10) Mike Imlay 220 Kurt O Karlsson 179 $78 Open (15) 

Crazy John Brooks 206 $315 Maya Gonzalez 227 Hans Svensson 179 $78 Jim Myers 102 $160 
Amateur Frying Pan LaRon Harris 215 $220 Advanced Women (7) Jonas Halleblad 179 $78 Mike Moser 103 $100 
July 19-20 Open Women (1) Fontaine Segerquist 264 Tomas Burvall 179 $78 Daryl Funk 107 65 
Stockton, CA Field: 86 Lynne Warren 255 $35 Becky Eames 272 Robert Buzasy 180 $56 Open Women (3) 
Advanced (15) Masters (9) Amateur II (39) Jussi Meresmaa 181 $45 Amy Cridland 127 $65 
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Masters (5) 
Steve Winchester 
Advanced (12) 
John Bradway 
Drake Strock 
Amateur (5) 
Tom Elliott 
Amateur Women (2) 

107 

115 
116 

117 

Mary Elliot 146 
Juniors (1) 
Doug McClearen 164 

$75 

21st Annual Iowa States ($1381) 
September& 
Newton,IA 
Open (23) 
Rod Fritz 

Field: 97 

Bob Kramer 
Troy McElroy 
Jason Steffen 
Open Women (2) 
Juliana Bower 
Masters (6) 

107 
109 
110 
113 

123 

$308 
$188 
$144 

$96 

$60 

Tom Cremer 114 $162 
Grand Masters (2) 
Jack Gilmore 
Advanced (9) 

126 $60 

Justin DeRonde 
Doug Peyton 
Advanced Women (3) 
Stacey George 
Advanced Masters (7) 
Everett Kruger 
Amateur (22) 

119 
120 

139 

122 

Nick Madison 133 
Amateur Women (5) 
Kim Walker 153 
Novice (13) 
Tom Birmbaumer 138 
Juniors (4) 
Sam Early 129 

13th Frontier Open ($1925) 
September 6-7 
Hays, KS Field: 95 
Open (18) 
Mike Randolph 
Kevin Babbit 
LaRon Harris 
Open Women (2) 
Lisa Daenzer 
Masters ( 12) 
John McClellan* 
Jim Klingensmith 
Grand Masters (3) 
Dennis Vahsholtz 
Advanced (25) 

191 
196 
198 

218 

200 
200 

211 

Bruce Augustine 209 
Tony Drennan 210 
Anthony Lahrs 210 
Eric- Knoflicek 215 
Amateur (27) 
Kyle Klinger 229 
La"ll.ce Holmes 231 
Amateur Women (3) 

Theresa Schmersey 286 
Juniors (5) 
Phillip Schlindler 259 

Indiana Fall Series #1 ($924) 

$420 
$270 
$145 

$100 

$240 
$240 

$100 

September 7 
Logansport, IN 
Open (18) 

Field: 104 

Jim Trueblood 
Scott Martin 
Pat Vitale 
Open Women (3) 
Sandy Schumacher* 
Paula See 
Masters (16) 
Ken Brown 
Brian Cummings 
Norm Hezlep 
Jerry Suiter 
Grand Masters (5) 
Daymon Evans 
Advanced(19) 
Correy Witham 
Dave Irvin, Jr. 
J.T. Rosenthal 
Mike Taylor 
Amateur (14) 
Fuzzy 
Todd DeWitte 
Amateur Women (5) 
Tara Spicer 
Amateur Masters (7) 
Toby Lannom 
Larry Harman 
Novice (16) 
Brian Carney 
Juniors (1) 
B.J. Lavengood 

Kentucky States ($1285) 
September 12 
Independence, KY 
Open (12) 
Claus Tandrup 
Fred Salaz 
Open Women (1) 
Teresa Keith 
Masters (15) 
Brennan Doyle 
Scott Erke 
Grand Masters (4) 
Mike Gates* 
Doug Aulick 
Advanced (15) 
P.J. Eilerman 
Dave Masconi 
Eddie Fowler 
Amateur (15) 
Bill Abbey 

103 
112 
112 

138 
138 

114 
115 
116 
116 

111 

118 
119 
119 
119 

126 
127 

142 

120 
128 

119 

157 

$120 
$80 
$80 

$66 

$100 
$82 
$55 
$55 

$70 

Field: 66 

-20 $285 
-18 $143 

+2 $35 

-18 $245 
-17 $125 

+l $125 
+l

-16 $130 
-13 $70 
-7 $50 

-5 

Jeff Cornelius -4
Amateur Women (3) 
Karen Caldwell +5
Juniors (1) 
Matt Kirklin +49 

Northwoods Open ($1280) 
September 13-14 
Lac du Flambeau, WI Field: 95 
Open (9) 
Barry Schultz 
Paul Nytsch 
Masters {13) 
Larry Ast 
Dan Harbeck 
Sammy Juisto 
Grand Masters (3) 
Duster Hoffman 
Advanced (24) 
Matt Kirschling 
Bob Schroeder 
Steve Held 
Jason Budzien 
Advanced Masters (12) 

-39
-24

-25
-23
-23 

-14

-19 

-17
-16
-15

Greg Schwartz -10
Greg Schuh -9 
Advanced Women (4) 
Karen L. Lemke + 12
Amateur (17) 
Ryan Genske -25 
Mike Schwartz -17
Amateur Women (7) 
Kim Krueger + 15
Juniors (7) 
Jesse Juisto -19

$250 
$140 

$340 
$170 
$100 

$100 

The 1997 Wisconsin Disc Golf Tour cul
minated on September 14 at Sandy 
Point Resort and Disc Golf Ranch near 
Lac du Flambeau. A beefy tour finale 
skins match was held after the 
Northwoods Open, which offered play
ers one last chance to rally for position 
in the state standings. 
This year's tour featured seven stops in 
seven different cities. Barry Schultz is 
again our state champion, winning 
every stop he played (except the tourna
ment he directed). In masters it was a 
close race up until the very end. Larry 
Ast took the state title with fllinois' Dan 
Harbeck and Sammy Juisto essentially 
tied a half point behind. Sheboygan boy 

wonder Aaron Wield walked away in 
the Advanced division, winning the 
first five events before his open debut in 
Madison and later a small confronta
tion with a tree, crippling him for the 
last stop. Fifteen year old Aaron also 
recieved the Player of the Year induction 
to the Wisconsin Disc Golf Hall of Fame. 
Terre Hoffman was also inducted into 
the state Hall of Fame for her contribu
tion of countless hours and personal 
sacrifice to make disc golf happen in 
Wisconsin and beyond. Terre and her 
husband Duster Hoffman have assisted 
at many tournaments throughout the 
country. Players everywhere should be 
indebted to Terre, who as a nonplayer, 
has given so much to the sport. 
A special thanks goes to Innova 
Champion Discs for their terrific sup
port. Also, thanks to Disc Golf Journal 
for all they do for Wisconsin disc golf. 
Par Four Discs of Sheboygan, Madison 
Disc Services, Sandy Point Resort, and 
Platypus Discworks provided valuable 
backing for all of our tournaments. The 
Fox Valley DG club, Sheboygan Flying 
Aces, Madison Area DG club and the 
Great Lakes DG club also deserve a big 
hand-Randy Schukar. 

1997 McClure Open ($1690) 
September 13-14 
Tulsa, OK 
Open (13) 
Kevin McCoy 
Open Women ( 1) 
Marci Smith 
Masters (18) 
Tim Joha 
Dave Jerome 
Grand Masters (2) 
Robert Morton 
Advanced (17) 
Russ Burns 
Advanced Masters (4) 
Paul Bolen 
Amateur (14) 
Niel Prufert 
Amateur Women (1) 
Dawna Pearson 
Juniors (2) 
Craig Page 

Auburn Open ($2835) 
September 13-14 
Auburn, CA 
Open (37) 
Geoff Lissaman 
Steve Rico 
Harold Hampton 
Johnny Lissaman 
Bamba Rico 
Open Women (5) 
Annie Kreml 
Masters (18) 
Jim Oates 
Mike Loya 
Ken Halverson 
Grand Masters (5) 
Kevin Rounds 

Field: 70 

189 

245 

195 
197 

232 

199 

215 

208 

270 

250 

$300 

$35 

$305 
$165 

$70 

Field: 65 

179 $424 
189 $274 
190 $216 
192 $166 
193 $116 

215 $145 

187 $325 
190 $170 
193 $120 

216 $145 

1997 Florida States ($1197) 
Sept 13-14 (Am.); Sept 20-21 (Pro) 
Rockledge, FL Field: 105 
Open (21) 
Bob Lewis* 189 $250 
Todd Petersen 189 $125 
John McCray 190 $85 
Scott Scholten 193 $65 
Open Women (2) 
Trixie Jacob 222 $65 
Masters (4) 
John Andrews 185 $80 
Grand Masters (4) 
Danny Winters 207 $80 
Advanced (25) 
Alfredo Diaz 196 
Mike Gordon 197 
Jorge Domenech 203 
Trevor Bice 203 
Advanced Women (1) 
Mary Kralt 261 
Advanced Masters (8) 
Al Riedel 210 
Amateur (27) 
Doug Brodlo* 208 
Shawn Lenkiewicz 208 
Tim Sage 209 
Amateur Women (1) 
Marlynn Abrams 317 
Juniors (1) 
Curt Hynes 291 

Indiana Fall Series #3 ($925) 
September 20 
Indianapolis, IN 
Open (23) 

Field: 101 

Brian Schick 
Steve Wisecup 
Ben Botte 
Kevin Stewart 
Open Women (3) 
Sandy Schumacher 
Masters (13) 
Jerry Suiter 
Jerry DeFrates 
Grand Masters (4) 
Daymon Evans 
Advanced (15) 
Correy 
Mike Taylor 
Jon Perkins 
Kevin Hooten 
Masters (8) 
Jeff Feezle* 
Rick Limeberry 

Amateur (13) 
Tadd DeWitte 
Matt Lovasko 
Amateur Women ( 4) 

127 
128 
128 
129 

156 

127 
132 

144 

137 
139 
142 
142 

147 
147 

146 
150 

Sue Lavengood 172 
Novice (14) 
Bill Peyton* 159 
Todd Day 159 
Juniors (4) 
Ryan Lavengood 194 

$160 
$88 
$88 
$60 

$70 

$125 
$90 

$70 

So. California Chmpshps ($1748) 
September 20-21 
Irvine, CA 
Open (10) 
Bob Dodge 
John Ahart 

Field: 80 

Open Women (9) 

140 
146 

$350 
$180 

Amy Bekken 161 $101 
Chieko Kakimoto 179 $50 
Masters (19) 
Dave Dunipace 146 $325 
Robert Wilson 149 $170 
Steve Killian 151 $115 
Don O1ow 154 $90 
Grand Masters (5) 
Phil Ganshert* 169 $80 
Tom Clickner 169 $25 
Senior Grand Masters (2) 
Bill Richards 183 $42 
Advanced (19) 
Tad Ferguson 161 
Martin Bohn 162 
Ed Smissen 163 
Amateur (16) 
Carleton Waters 161 
Bill Carnaghe 171 
Chris Carnaghe 171 

Big Arms on the Brazos ($650) 
September 20-21 
Lubbock, TX 
Open (8) 

Field: 29 

Marcus Roberts 
John Stewart 
Daryl Johnson 
Advanced (4) 
Jerald Locke 
Advanced Masters (4) 
Kevin Almaguer 
Amateur (6) 
Hunter Carmichael 
Novice (5) 
Rocky Lawless 
Juniors (2) 
James Paulk III 

Tennessee States ($5553) 
September 20-21 
Nashville, TN 
Open (31) 
Brad Hammock* 
Ron RusseU 
Andy Ritter 
Bob Vanderboss 
Rick Voakes 
Buddy Steen 
Larry Leonard 

213 
218 
218 

221 

242 

241 

231 

152 

$350 
$150 
$150 

Field: 237 

137 $395 
137 $275 
139 $185 
139 $445 
140 $130 
142 $100 
142 $100 

Scoreboard • 27 
Open Women (2) 
Sylvia Voakes 189 $160 
Masters (26) 
Jack White 142 $280 
Fred Salaz 145 $230 
Dean Tannock 146 $180 
Lavone Wolfe 149 $140 
H.B. Clark 151 $110 
Grand Masters (3) 
John Kirkland 158 $60 
Advanced (59) 
Mike Thompson* 154 
Jeremy Lattanzi 154 
John Knoch 154 
J.R. Holland 154 
Scott Hanning 155 
Larry Bledsoe, Jr. 155 
Brad Roberts 156 
Greg Kircher 157 
Mike Coker 157 
Amateur (68) 
Brent Doeksen 155 
Hubert Coots 156 
Wayne Brown 158 
Amateur Women (13) 
Karen Caldwell 188 
Wendy Blair 192 
Jennifer Banahan 192 
Amateur Masters (28) 
Ralph Maffett 156 
Johnny Powell 157 
Juniors (7) 
Abram Eyler 95 

Overall Winners: 
Open: Dan Berman; 461 pts 
Open Women: Sylvia Voakes; 300 pts 
Masters: Fred Salaz; 526 pts 
Grand Masters: John Kirkland; 543 pts 
Advanced: John Knoch; 508 pts 
Amateur: John Buttrey; 541 pts 
Am Women: Kathy Fagelman; 501 pts 
Amateur Masters: Bob Harrell; 497 pts 
Juniors: Tipton Horn; 490 pts 

This is the largest tournament we have 
ever had. We added over $3100, about 
half of which went to the pro purse and 
half went to pay for Am prizes. 
Bob Vanderboss' fortunes turned at the 
end of the tournament for him to lose to 
Brad Hammock. Brad double bogeyed 
the last hole of the final 9 to let Bob tie 
him after which Bob beat him for a 
bunch of skins and the $100 final nine 
bonus. Other notable events include the 
appearance of John Kirkland, the unof
ficial MTA world record by Mark Norris 
(his 16.87 sec. beat the official mark of 
16.5, but it couldn't count because he 
ran down a hill to catch it), and the fact 
15-year-old John Buttrey (Am II) threw 
an official 13.1 sec which would have 
been good enough for 2nd in the pro 
division. John went to the World 
Juniors Frisbee Championships week 
and won the Overall competition 
there-Ken Folger. 
Congratulations to DGJ Art Director 
Ted Nowlin, who tied for 1st place in 
Accuracy with Dr. Rick Voakes-TS. 

Lwnberjack Open ($1170) 
September 20-21 
Kalamazoo, MI 
Open (12) 

Field: 63 

Javier Kowalski 
Ken Gill 
Open Women (1) 
Sue Stephens 
Masters (1) 
Chas Ford 
Advanced (18) 
Todd Branch 
Tommy Osborne 
Michael Siuda 
Amateur (9) 

218 
229 

267 

305 

226 
247 
253 

Dan Swartz 238 
Amateur Women ( 4) 
Maroah Henley 299 
Amateur Masters (2) 
Roger Vranak 244 
Novice (14) 
Phil Perkins 236 
Juniors (2) 
Robbie Swikowski 296 

Channahon Classic ($755) 

$550 
$275 

$30 

$40 

September 27 
Channahon, IL 
Open (11) 

Field: 105 

Scott Martin 
Tim Martin 
Masters (6) 
Dan Harbeck 
Advanced (17) 
Scott Klatt 
Darrin Johnson 
Mark McCarthy 
Mike Clark 
Amateur (19) 
Chris Behar* 
John Gabry 

Kevin Merco 
Tom Downing 
Amateur Women (5) 
Penelope Cole 
Amateur Masters (7) 
Larry Harmon 
Novice (25) 
David Eberhardt 
Juniors (5) 
Tyler McTernen 
Jesse Roach 

121 
124 

$225 
$135 

128 $165 

124 
128 
131 
131 

134 
134 
134 
135 

170 

132 

136 

155 
191 

Joe Fleischauer set a new Illinois state 
record for distance at 526 feet, breaking 
the old record by 46 feet. 

Creve Coeur Classic ($669) 
September 27 
St. Louis, MO Field: 48 
Open (5) 
Peter Barry 148 $200 
Masters (3) 
Don Moellenbech 153 $200 
Advanced (5) 
Steve Dellamano 147 
Advanced Women ( 1) 
Candy Greathouse 197 
Advanced Masters (6) 
Tim McCurry 169 
Amateur (10) 
Rick Linck* 160 
Troy Burnham 160 
Brad Fortman 160 
Amateur Women (1) 
Kathi Lindner 136 
Amateur Masters (2) 
Don Romine 116 
Novice (12) 
Chris Jones 104 
Novice Women (1) 
Charmian McCurry 173 
Juniors (2) 
Ryan McClellan 129 

Indiana Fall Series Finale ($1239) 
October 5 
Peru,IN Field: 114 
Open (19) 
Pat Vitale 128 $200 
Kevin Stewart 131 $125 
Open Women (4) 
Sandy Schumacher 166 $100 
Masters (14) 
Brian Cummings 139 $125 
Gary Rogers 139 $125 
Grand Masters (6) 
Dave Irvin, Sr. 148 $100 
Advanced (18) 
Darrin Johnson 139 
Frank Coussens III 142 
Mark Moore 144 
Amateur (20) 
Brad Rosen 152 
Amateur Women (7) 
Sue Lavengood 176 
Amateur Masters (8) 
Tim Garrison 145 
Novice (16) 
John Smith 153 
Juniors (2) 
Daniel Pola 178 

1997 Shot in the Dark ($255) 
October 11 
Peoria, IL Field: 59 
Open (8) 
Scott Martin 86 $95 
Tim Martin 89 $45 
Masters (4) 
Dan Harbeck 95 $85 
Advanced (7) 
Wilbur Wallis 93 
Amateur (21) 
Steve Parr 103 
Eric Pueschel 104 
Mike Triumph 104 
Amateur Women (3) 
Wndy Reeves 131 
Amateur Masters (6) 
Bill Dowell* 100 
Mike Jackley 100 
Juniors (8) 
Jason Williams 110 
Bart Pogue 110 

Cabin Creek Open ($2005) 
October 11-12 
Milford Township, OH Field: 59 
Open (32) 
Mark Holland 177 $300 
Darren Harper 180 $175 
Rick Voakes 180 $175 
Kevin Stewart 180 $175 
Jim Stilgenbauer 186 $80 
Pete Caldwell 188 $65 
Open Women (6) 
Teresa Keith 211 $115 
Sharon Jenkins 226 $70 
Masters ( 17) 
Fred Salaz 187 $230 
Bob Herbert 188 $120 
Chuck Custer 196 $85 
Leroy Jenkins 198 $55 
Grand Masters (4) 
Dan Bayless 193 $90 

Sponsorship Requests 

If you would like Disc Golf

Journal to sponsor your 
1998 tournament please 
submit a written request no 
later than February 1, 1998. 



LONG RANGE DRIVERS 

CYCLONE™ 165-176 GRAMS (21.3 cm) 
The Cyclonen� Is the hottest selling golf disc on the 
planet. This disc has already set three world distance 
records. Choose the disc that the pros use for maxi
mum distance with pinpoint accuracy. There's simply 
no finer disc golf driver made today! Stability= 1-2 

CYCLONE 2™ 165-176 GRAMS (21.3 cm) 
The Cyclone 2rM Is a more overstable version of our 
Cyclone™ . If you need extra stability Into the wind or 
because you throw very hard, this ls the disc. This disc 
will take a high speed release and come back consis-
tentty. The big arms love this disc. Stability = 2-3 

X-CLONETM 165-176 GRAMS (21.4 cm)
Wor1d Distance Record-Thrown by Scott Stokely
May '95, 200.01 M-656 Ft. 2 In. -165 Gram X-CLONE.
The X-ClonerM Is designed to handle the extra throwing
power of the World's top Pros and make It easy for
players of all skill levels to get maximum distance on an
upwind drive. This amazing modified Cyclone™ Is very
fast and overstable and will get you near the pin when
others can't. Stability = 3 

TYPHOON™ 165-lBOGRAMS (21.9cm) 
Discraft's Typhoon™ Is a fast overstable driver that 
loves to fly a long way at a low height. This new high 
performance disc is quite overstable and will handle 
windy conditions like a breeze. Another amazing disc 
from the new driving force In disc golf technology ... 
OISCRAFT. Stability= 1-2 

ECLIPSE™ 168-182 GRAMS (22.0 cm) 
n--,e Eclipse™ is a low flying driver that Is very easy to 
throw. This disc is a good choice for beginners and Is 
one of our most popular discs ever. The Eclipse™ Is also 
a great disc for roll shots. Stability = 0-1 

TRACER™ 172-182 GRAMS (22.3 cm) 
The Tracer™ Is a more over stable Eclipse,M type disc. It 
will take a higher release speed without turnover. Throw 
low and hard for long accurate drives. Stability = 1 

MARAUD£& 168-184 GRAMS (22.3 cm) 
The Maraudern.4 Is a very stable long distance driver. It 
goes far and is extremely predictable. The Marauder™ 
is especially good in windy conditions. An excellent 
choice for both beginners and pros. Stability= 1-2 

ALSO 

Beginner Friendly 

Beginner Friendly 

The Choice of The Pros for 
Maximum Flight Performance 

MID-RANGE 

COMET™ 165-180 GRAMS (21.8 cm) 
The COMET™ Is a super accurate straight flying mid to 
long range driver and approach disc. This disc Is also 
perfect for those right turn (anhyzer) holes (right
handers). It will hold the line right through the curve 
and get you in for the deuce. An exceptional disc for 
both beginners and pros. Stability = 0 

HAWK™ 170-175 GRAMS (21.4 cm) 
The Hawk™ Is an excellent all purpose driver and Is a 
great disc for accurate drives, especially on tight fair
ways. The Hawk™ Is a stable flying. easy to throw disc 
that will hold a great line on straight shots or turns. 
HD-HA WK™ 170-175 GRAMS (21.4 cm) 
Hawks Claw Design (not shown) and softer more du

Beginner Friendly 

rable plastic. Both models have a Stability = 0-1 Beginner Friendly

VORTEX™ 172-180 GRAMS (21. 7 cm) 
The new Vortex™ super stable driver Is made from super 
durable plastic similar to the Cyclonen.1. The Vortex™ Is 
an excellent mid range driver for into the wind. or for 
those shots that simply have to come back left at the 
end of the flight. (Rlghthand throw). Stability = 2 

DEUCE™ 172-178 GRAMS (21. 7 cm) 
The Deuce™ Is a great disc for beginners. This disc will 
fly straight at low speed. The Deuce™ is also a good 
mid-range disc for shots that you need to turn over and 
an excellent short range roller. Stability - (- 1) 

PUTTERS-APPROACH 

MAGNET™ 165-175 GRAMS (21.1 cm) 
The Magnet™ Is a perfect putter .. not too hard, not1oo 
soft, It goes In and stays In. This disc Is excellent In the 
wind, and makes a superb mid range driver and 
approach disc. Make those twos ... slam the chains 
with the Dlscraft Magnet™. Stability = 0-1 

SOFTMAGNETTM 165-175GRAM(21.lcm) 
This soft version of our hot selling Magnetn.1 sticks to the 
chalns and gets you those deuces. If you like a soft 
putter this Is the one. Not floppy, Just nice and flexible. 
Slam those chains and stay In. Stability = 0-1 

RAllLE& 165-175 GRAMS (21 cm) 
The Rattler1M Is a super accurate putter-approach golf 
disc. The Rattler™ Is a slow ,flat flying disc that will get 
you In close from up to 150'- 200' and let you nail more 
of those 40 to 80 foot monster putts. Stability = 0 

Beginner Friendly 

Beginner Friendly 

Beginner Friendly 

Beginner Friendly 

, 
Stability Factor- Right hand backhand throw- Mid Speed 

"" .,,, � � ' 

I I I I I I 
2 1 0 (-1) (-2) 

ALSO 

' 
I 

(-3) 
Hard left Flat Hard Right 
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