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Peter Bloeme Brings the 
Flying Disc to the Masses 

A 
t 12, Peter Rice Bloeme was 
a "go-fer," struggling to toss 
Frisbees back uphill to the 
seasoned Frisbee freaks who 

played in New York's Central Park. 
Today, Peter is the Men's World 
Champion of Frisbee, and this month 
(August 24-29), he'll be defending 
his title at the Rose Bowl in 
Pasadena, California, in front of a 
crowd that is expected to far exceed 
1976's turnout of 22,000. 

Peter won the title last year at 19, 
becoming t he youngest Frisbee cham­
pion ever. His margin of victory in 
the six-event competition (which 
included trials in distance, accuracy 
and maximum time aloft) was an 
impressive 22 points over his nearest 
competitor. 

This year, while Peter is competing 
in the championships, CBS-TV will 
be airing a pre-taped show featuring 
him as demonstrator / commentator. 
The Youth Invitational Show (to be 
seen Saturday, Aug. 26, 1 :00 P.M. 
EDT) "will be a fun show and a 
learning experience for people," says 
Peter. "They'll see a little freestyle 
Frisbee, a little distance, a little ac­
curacy and," he adds with a grin, "an 
east versus west competition. I like 
the strong rivalry • between the east 
and west, and I play it up more than 
most, mainly because whenever I say 
I'm a Frisbee World Champion, peo­
ple say, 'Oh, you're from the West 
Coast,' and I say, 'NO!!! NEW 
YORK!!!'" 
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It's true, "Frisbeemania" should no 
longer be associated exclusively with 
California or, for that matter, with 
young people, either. Today, Frisbee 
playing is an international pasttime, 
enjoyed by people of all ages and life­
styles. One of the major factors in 
the enormous growth of the sport has 
been the promotional work done by 
pro Frisbee players who tour the 
globe on behalf of the International 
Frisbee Association and the various 
manufacturers of the flying "pie 
plates." 

There are only 12 registered Fris­
bee pros in the world, and right now 
Peter Bloeme heads the list. His en­
dorsement can be found on all of 
Whamm-O's World Class Series Fris­
bees, and Peter insists, "Whamm-0 
makes the only good flying disc, and 
in tournament play I wouldn't think 
of using anything else." Bloeme does 
a lot of touring for Whamm-0 but 
his most recent European tour was 
sponsored by the English, French and 
Swedish associations, who set up 
demonstrations for him at local Fris­
bee clinics, on TV, and during the 
half-times of some of Europe's big­
gest soccer games. 

Back stateside, Peter's itinerary is 
much the same, and he occasionally 
gives private lessons-that is, for 
those who can afford him. The champ 
charges $100 an hour, and he defends 
the steep rate very simply: "Essen­
tially, you're a sking the best person 
in the sport to teach you. If you want 

Peter is studying Kung Fu to ndtl 
"flexibility" tn hi& FrisbeP gnm e. 



Pete r won the crown at 19; this 
month, he defendl it ;,. Lo1 Angele1. 

At home, 20-year-old Peter take1 
hi1 mother for a 1pin under 1orne 
of hi1 "1everal thousantl" Frisbee~. 

to learn badly enough, you'll pay for 
it." Peter likens his lessons to "ask­
ing Rod Laver to teach you every­
thing he can about tennis in an hour; 
you'll get a lot out of it, but you're 
not going to master the sport without 
going out and practicing and develop­
ing on your own." 

With all the travelling and pro­
motional work, Peter gets less time to 
practice, but he manages to play 15 
to 20 hours a week. "Play" is what he 
still considers it. " I wouldn't do it if 
I didn't find it fun," he says. "I 
didn't do well in school because I 
didn't find it fun. I really enjoy Fris­
bee." 

Peter also enjoys the finer points 
of touring as a Frisbee pro ("Swe­
dish girls are very fine,") and the 
media exposure he's had, including 
TV spots on To Tell The Truth and 
CBS' Spo1·ts Spectacular. At 20, 
Bloeme already has the easy-going 
manner and charismatic flair of a 
professional, but he actually considers 
himself an introvert and finds plea­
sure in time spent alone dabbling in 
his hobbies of photography, wood­
working and martial arts. 

The tall, dark champ grew up in 
Manhattan just a Frisbee throw from 
Central Park, but recently moved to 
a loft apartment in Brooklyn. I n his 
new home, Peter built his own room 
and decor ated it with trophies and 
favorite Frisbees, selected out of his 
collection of "several thousand." 
Peter graduated high school and 
attended college for a year and a 
half, but right now his hectic trav-

The champ ha1 no fal1e mode1ty; 
he charge1 $100/hour for leuon1. 

elling schedule makes a return to 
school impossible. 

Peter's father died before he be­
came involved it\ the world of Fris­
bee, but his mother, publicist and 
former Shakesperean actress Allyn 
Rice Bloeme, has been a major factor 
in his success from the very begin­
ning. " I have to give my mother a 
lot of credit," Peter says. "She's more 
open-minded than most parents. Like 
most parents, she'd like to see me in 
something more stable, but she sees 
I'm doing well and enjoying it, and 
that's what pleases her." 

Right now, "something more 
stable" is out of the question. "It 
looks like Frisbee is going to be a 
major sport in the future," Peter 
projects today, "and it gets better for 
me every year." For the moment, his 
energy is focused on the impending 
defense of his title. "I've improved 
quite a bit over last year. I was weak 
in a few events which I've strength­
ened this year-but then again, all 
the top competitors improve each 
year, so it'll still be a run for the 
money. 

" Right now," Peter adds "for me 
everything relates to Frisbee. Maybe 
I have a one-track mind, but my per­
sonal style is like freestyle Frisbee; 
it means flowing, and letting things 
go, and relaxation and self ex­
pression. It means working with 
someone, not against someone. It 
means experiencing a flow where you 
don't have to think about everything 
that's happening around you. You're 
working with the wind, the trees and 
your partner, and you're only aware 
of the movement, flow and expression 
between the two of you." 0 
"My philosnphy i1 like Fri&bee­
f lorving and 1el f-expre11ive.'' 




