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When Cub Scout Tyler Roddick 

throws a flying disk, it's time to 

rewrite the record books. 

SETTING a world record is tough. 
People have gone far and fast to 
get just one. · Some crossed the 
Atlantic Ocean on a sailboard in 

24 days. One man rode a bicycle 152 miles 
per hour on Utah's Bonneville Salt Flats. 

Then there's 10-year-old Tyler Roddick. 
He has one world record-one for every 
year he has been alive. 

The California 
Cub Scout set 
them using a Fris­
bee, each time 
going farther than 
anyone else. 

Tyler entered 
the record books 
on his second 
birthday, in Octo­
ber 1979. He 
walked to a throw­
ing line with his fa­
ther, Dan Roddick, 
who then showed 
the two-year-old 
which way to whiz 
the disk. Moments 
later, Tyler made 

his first official Distance world-record 
mark, 8.70 meters. 

And each following year, Tyler set a 
Distance record for his age. He also made a 
world record in Throw Run Catch and in 
Maximum Time Aloft (MTA). 

More than 20 other world-class events 
and countless games trace their origins to 
when the plastic flying disk was invented, 
in 1948. Dubbed the Flyin' Saucer, it was 
followed by the Space Saucer and the Pluto 
Platter. Finally, in 1958, the Wham-0 
company renamed it the Frisbee. 

Using a modem version of that very disk 
last summer, Tyler Roddick tried for his 
11th world record. 

Holding "91 Mold" Frisbees designed 
for distance throws and wearing a Cub 
Scout T-shirt, Tyler stood center field at 
the U.S. o -pen Flying Disc Championships 
in La Mirada, Calif. 

To the average eye it was an awesome 
Southern California June afternoon. The 
sky was clear, the heat cooled by a breeze. 
More than 15,000 fans watched 160 com­
petitors from the United States, Japan, 
Sweden and Canada. 

But to Tyler the conditions were less 
than perfect. For him the breeze was a 
disk-slowing head wind. He had never 
thrown in front of so big a crowd. And 
Tyler knew that during the weeklong com­
petition, world records had been broken 
and broken again. 

The pressure was on. The public-ad­
dress system boomed his name. The crowd 
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cheered, then quieted. A young woman 
shouted: "C'mon, Tyler, you can do it!" 

After a few words from his father the 
coach, Tyler toed the throwing line. He 
stepped a few feet back, took a straight 
run, and threw with a backhand power­
grip. (See photographs.) 

The disk wobbled about as far as his 
record distance at age 2. Tyler silently 
watched an official mark the spot. 

"First-throw jitters," a competitor said. 
Tyler had four more throws. Because of 
the head wind, he would need them all. 

Wind is always a factor with the flying 
disk. Like an airplane wing, the disk 
creates "lift," which lets it fly. Raise the 
nose too high, and the wind and lift take 
the disk skyward. 

That's great for MTA, when the disk 
must hang high as long as possible. For 
Distance, though, not much "attitude," or 
tilt, is needed. A flat-flying disk travels 
farther because there's less lift. 

Tyler studied the wind. He picked up a 
second 91 Mold, listened again to his fa­
ther, then took another power-grip throw. 

Better, but no record. Same with the 
following two. Throw No. 5 was his last 
chance. Tyler went through the motions: 
the steps, the run, the throw. 

Minutes seemed to pass as the Frisbee, 
its attitude flat, flew into the wind just feet 
above the grass field. When it landed, an 
official marked the spot. 

Tyler 's fifth throw measured 59.66 
meters, two-thirds of a football field, 
enough to beat the 1979 record of 55.20. 
(Early records were set around 1970.) 

Afterward, Tyler met with people from 
"The Guinness Book of World Records." 
Today his name and new record appear 
with those of his father and grandfather in 
the book's 1988 edition. 

Records are not new to the Roddicks. 
Jack Roddick, the grandfather, is World 

Flying Disc Federation (WFDF) senior 
grand master. Tyler's father is Masters 
Overall Champion. And Tyler has more 
WFDF records than any other player. 

Scouting also has long been with them. 
Tyler is a Wolf Cub Scout in Anoakia 

School's Pack 102, Arcadia, Calif. Dan 
Roddick, who was a Cub Scout, Boy Scout 
and Explorer, plans the pack's outings. 
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And Dan's father, Jack, was a Lone Scout 
in rural Pennsylvania. 

What's more, Tyler is not the first Rod­
dick in Boys' Life. One event we covered at 
the 1975 World's Frisbee Championships 
featured two Eagle Scouts, Dan Roddick 
and Irv Kalb. The Rutgers University stu­
dents won the title of World's Champion 
Pair for what was described in these pages 
as a "flawless performance." 

Though Tyler's throws last summer 
were not all flawless, one did set a world 
record. That alone is tough to beat. Add 
his other world records, those he has plus 
those he'll get, and it's easy to see that 
Tyler Roddick may one day be the world's 
best flying disk thrower. The one who'll 
throw the farthest and the fastest of all.+ 

Far left: Tyler 
throws a Distance 
world record at the 
1987 U.S. Open 
Flying Disc Champi­
onships as his father 
and thousands of 
fans watch. 

Left: Tyler's flying­
disk holds include 
the sidearm (A, B) 
and the backhand 
(C, D). With all 
fingers tucked 
under, the backhand 
becomes a 
"power-grip." 

Below: Tyler plays 
UHimate with his 
pack. Learn how 
you can play- and 
how Cub Scouts 
can earn a Sports 
Program pin and 
beH loop-in the 
"UHimate" manual, 
BSA catalogue No. 
2109. 
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