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THE FRISBEES ARE HERE 

The current craze — along with skateboarding 
game enjoyed by young and the less young as well. BRIGID GRAUMAN reports 

on local developments in the frisbee field | 

An evening stroll through the Bois 
de la Cambre next Tuesday should be 
more than worth the effort: two very 

handsome young Californians, the 

Velasquez brothers, will be giving a 

free-style frisbee demonstration. Their 

breathtaking teamwork has won them 

a fervent following in the States and 

among international frisbee freaks. 
A frisbee is a plastic capsule rather 

like a soup plate that one chucks 

though the air upside down. Like most 

of these game-cum-sports the frisbee is 

an American invention. William 

Russell Frisbie (sic) was a Connec- 

ticut baker, founder of the Frisbee Pie 

Company. His biscuit tin lids and pie 

tins were spun by students all over 

Yale campus. Then along came Walter 

Frederick Morrison with fond student 

memories and strong commercial 

appetites, who thought of making a 

flying platter out of plastic. His Plutto 

Platter was to be the basic design for 

most frisbees to come. Morrison’s 

relatively fly-by-night production was 

taken over by a small toy company 
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called Wham-O (they coined the Fris- 
bee tag) and has stayed there ever 
since. 

But not every flying disc is a frisbee. 
Wham-O (who also invented the Hula- 
Hoop) have made 16 models, but in 
the States alone several dozen other 
manufacturers make flying discs. 

Frisbee switched from toy to sport 
during the Sixties in California and 
first Championship was held in the 
Rose Bowl Stadium in 1974. Enthu- 
siasts are quite fanatical about the 
game. Some trace it back to classical 
times, claiming that the famous Disco- 
bolus was really executing an overhand 
wrist fling. 

If you want to get a frisbee player’s 
back up just mention ball games — 
anathema to them. Frisbee lore is full 
of grim tales about balls: football, 
they say, began when bored gravedig- 
gers kicked skulls around the 
cemetery. 

Characteristic Grooves. The Brus- 
sels importers of Wham-O are a bro- 
ther and sister team, Jacques and 

— is the frisbee, a sport-cum- 

Catherine Doetsch. Their small office 
in the Rue Bara is plastered with 
frisbees, from the tiny ones that some 
players use as visiting cards (also for 
indoor playing) to standard size models 
labelled Coca Cola, Plastic Bertrand 
(a collector’s item in the States) or 
May All Beings Be Happy. Among all 
these real frisbees stray a few replica 
models from Italy and the Far East 
(Frisbee is a registered trade mark) 
which are recognisable because they 
don’t have the characteristic grooves 
(«most of them are pretty terrible, 
though a few fily quite well,» says 
Jacques). Jacques discovered the game 
four years ago through American 
friends but, « everytime I broke a fris- 
bee (they sometimes split in cold 
weather) I had to go to Paris to get 
a new one. So I write to Wham-O 
complaining that there weren't any 
frisbees for sale in Belgium and they 
asked me to become their sole 
importer.» Jacques imports cight 
models from the British manufacturer 
(they cost from 130 BF to 300 BF)
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including a phosphorescent dise for 
night games and the Master Frisbee, 
slichtly larger and best for beginners. 

He sells them to toy shops and sports’ 
Stans. « Ive sold about 6,000 so far, 

It started slowly and only the shops 

near American settlements — were 

mrerestad, More people Know about 

them now and sales should shoot up 
ever the summer Td like to se 

Morocean kids play with them in the 

street instead of breaking their necks 

on cheap skateboards. » 
Belgian Championship. A Belgian 

branch of the International Frisbee 
Association was Started this year with 
62 members to date, ten of them 
honorary supporters from the States 
(telephone 521.05,02). Aims include 
the opening of clubs and official 
recognition from the Adeps (the 
national sports federation) of the game 
as a sport. In May, the first Belgian 
Frisbee Championship was held in the 
Bois de Ila Cambre. Winner was an 
Amencan champ on holiday in 
Europe, but two Belgians will go to 
the next Pasadena Games. « We're 
miles behind the Americans,» says 
Jacgues who won third prize. 

Frisbee playing is a highly perfected 
skill and expert players are muscular 
athletes, although the game’s demo- 
cratic charm is that it can be played 
by almost anyone. Championships are 
split into several categories, the most 
violent of which is guts frisbee, which 
means chucking the saucer with full 
misht at the opposing team who try 
to catch it in one hand (or ward it off). 

There is distance and accuracy 
throwing, free style (figure making), 
golf frisbee, maximum time aloft, 
which means how long the fnmsbee 
stays in the air as you run to catch 
it (world record is 15 seconds) and 
throw. run and catch, which involves 
the distance covered while running to 
catch your own throw (the record is 
95 metres). Each speciality involves a 
thorough knowledge of the different 
stips, throws and catches. Once up 
and flying, the frisbee can curve, 
boomerang, ricochet off the ground 
and do air bounds. There’s no end to 
the fun. 

Even family dogs have joined the 
craze. International champion is a 
greyhound called Ashley Whippet 
whose bounds are quite famous 
throughout the States. Dogs thrive 
under applause, although snub-nose 
dogs find it very hard to master the 
sport and jowly hounds can rarely 
muster enough enthusiasm to leap in 
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Above ; James Velasquez, world champion in free-style; one of the two 

Californian brothers who will be demonstrating in the Bois de la Cambre next 

Tuesday night. Opposite page, left: the Discobulus; right, modern day version 

the air. Supporters of dog playing feel 
that special soft and chewy discs that 
don’t puncture should be designed, 
perhaps with a slight beef flavouring. 
Sidekick industries are flourishing in 
the States: from a Frisbee World 
magazine to gyro exercisers that 
strengthen grip, wrist and arms. 

Michel Muller is 13 and won fifth 
prize at the Belgian Championship 
last May. His 19-year-old brother 
came seventh. Michel was given a 
frisbee ages ago but didn’t play with 
it until he heard about the champion- 
ships, « then we both practiced very 
hard. » Michel who owns a skateboard 
(«I’m a bit sick of it») and has just 
started tennis, thinks frisbee is terrific: 
« It’s not tiring and it’s fun when you 
know how to throw well. I can play 

it for hours. I took it to school but 

they forbade it. One of my friends has 

joined the federation but many other 
kids don’t know what a frisbee is. » 

Serneels, who runs the toy shop of 
the same name in the Avenue de la 
Toison d’Or, thinks very highly of the 
game. « But you have to see a film of 
players in action to really understand 
its potential. It’s difficult to explain 
to a client just what a frisbee can do. 
It reaches a far wider clicntele than 
the skateboard. Adults can play and 
you don’t need special grounds. » 

Anyone who wants to see just what 
the twirling leaps of free-style frisbee 
involve, should go and have a look 

at the Velasquez brothers at the Bois 
de la Cambre: on the lawn facing the 
Ile Robinson on June 27 at 7. 
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