‘Flingbee’ pushed
as national sport

CHESHIRE, Conn. (AP) — James Naismith did it with
basketball and Walter Camp matched him with football, so
Ronald Gagliardi thinks he has a chance to make Flingbee a
national sport.

Gagliardi, a Wallingford art teacher with a flair for gener-
ating publicity, has convinced the Connecticut Jaycees to
sponsor the sports venture he and some friends fashioned
over the past four years.

Now the only question is: Is the public ready?

Flingbee is much like touch football played with a Frisbee.
Two teams compete, each trying to move the plastic disc by
passing, rolling or dribbling by tossing it in the air. Goals are
scored by tossing it through an arch which the designers are -
still trying to design. Gagliardi and writer Paul Petersen, te
who recently moved to California, worked and reworked the
rules after a series of seven games between 1973 and 1975.

The controlling board for national competition is tentative-
ly named Flingbee Leagues International Panel, or FLIP.

With help from other friends and guidance from the Little
League baseball rulebook, Gagliardi has written a cop-
yrighted, 40-page booklet explaining how to play the game
and organize a league.

Along with details on the names of player positions and the
basic moves are entertaining comments such as: ‘“The
televising of any aspect of Flingbee is not only permitted, it
is encouraged.”

Coaches are good to have, states the rulebook, but “‘since
Flingbee is so new, the team may know as much about the
sport as the coach.”

The organizers plan to require teams to pay $10 to com-
pete each year. Jaycees chapters will be granted shares in
whatever profits along with the approximately 30 existing
shareholders.

Gagliardi has appointed himself Flingbee commissioner
and isn’t being timid about trying to create a national sport.



