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Big New Find In Coins

The Frisbee Frenzy

Connoisseur Cloisonne

Oldtime Packaging
And More...

s 40 his own backyard
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World champion Frisbee player Victor Malafronte tries the feel of an item in his collection of 1,200 Frisbees—a sports phenomenon believed started in the 1940s.

Ranging From Li’'l Abner’s Flyin’ Saucer AL

y W ictor Malafronte, 28-year-old
to Pluto Platter, They're Collecting Fast World Frisbee Champion
: and full-time Frisbee player,

owns more than 1,200 of the flying

discs. His collection includes pie

) tins, the first plastic models and a
stunning array of similar rarities.
But it's not all fun and games.
Frisbee throwing has evolved into a
highly competitive sport and collect-
ing the various discs is not as easy as
it looks.

More flying discs are sold each
year than baseballs, basketballs and

@ footballs combined. As collectors
quickly discover, there have been
[} many manufacturers over the years.

Primarily, Frisbee is the most widely
distributed disc by Wham-o Mfg. of
San Gabriel, Calif. Millions of them

have found their way across the U.S.
and to almost 20 foreign countries.

ew O r According to Malafronte, every disc
has a story to tell.

“Each disc has a history,” he says,
“its own name, model number, mold

number, date and manufacturer.” So
with the help of a handful of ‘serious’
aficienados, he pieced together a
chronological history of ‘“plastic’s
finest form,” and thus helped get disc
collecting off the ground.

The story goes that Fred Morrison
experimented back in the late 1940s
and developed an acceptable plastic
disc from a mold. The intriguing new
toy—Li'l Abner's Flyin' Saucer—
sold for $1 at California fairs. Today
a single Li'l Abner might sell for $50
or more, if it's in top-notch condition.
Luckily for collectors, the axiom of
supply and demand prevails and the
recent discovery of several cases of
mint condition Li'l Abners in Cali-
fornia has (for the time being) low-
ered the price of this particular com-
modity.

It wasn't until about 1957 that
Wham-o Mfg. bought Morrison's
flying disc patent and started to
market its own discs. Wham-o's first
design, the Pluto Platter, was soon
followed by the Frisbee in the early
1960s.

One story is that Frisbees got their name from Frisbie's pies (pie tin shown at left). Disc at i
¥ center is memento of Malafronte
tour with the Harlem Globetrotters
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Frisbee catching technique is shown.

Popular belief is that Wham-o
actually borrowed the name for their
plastic disc from the Frisbie Baking
Co. (1871-1958) in Bridgeport, Conn.,
whose pie tins were tossed around by
bakery employees and students from
nearby Yale University. The 10-inch
tins varied in weight, lettering styles
and hole pattern. While the Frisbie
Pie tins don't fly too well, any
collector would jump to grab one if
he could add it to his collection.
Current prices range from $50 to $100

Once Wham-o's first Frisbees hit
the market in the 1960s, it wasn’t long
before the simple disc attained inter-
national popularity and a more
sophisticated identity. The Interna-
tional Frisbee Assn. (I.LF.A) was
organized and a proficiency rating
system set up so players could judge
their catching and throwing abili-
ties. .LF.A. membership is currently
100,000 worldwide.

Victor came to Berkeley, Calif.
from Brooklyn in 1968 and took more
than a passing interest in the Frisbee
fad. It took three years of exhaustive

Collecting them is not quite as hard as throwing them, as the champ demonstrates with finesse.

practice and training, but at the first
I.F.A-sponsored World Frisbee
Championship held in 1974 at the
Rose Bowl in Pasadena, Calif., he
established himself as the World
Champion. He participates annually
in the World Championships and
otherwise makes a respectable liv-

drug stores, garage sales and flea
markets looking for discs.”

The next best place to ‘shop’ for
unusual discs is any American city
park or public beach—you're sure to
see people tossing a Frisbee around.
Victor explains how this works: “I
can spot a disc from 250 ft. and tell

“Frisbee is the space-age sport of the
future that’s here today.” —Malafronte—

ingas he travels the world to perform
specially choreographed Frisbee
shows. *

Wherever his performances take
him, Malafronte is always on the
lookout for items to add to his
burgeoning collection. He recalls his
U.S. tour as half-time entertainment
with the Harlem Globetrotters: “We
toured 180 cities and in every one I
searched five and 10-cent stores,
second-hand, sporting goods and

AN

Li’l Abner Flyin’ Saucer is the first plastic disc made from a mold, part of M;

alafronte collection ranging from flying dis

you what it is. If Idon’t already have
one like it, I'll offer to buy it right out
of the guy’s hands. I found my first
Pluto Platter that way.”

According to our champ, the im-
portant thing to look for in flying
discs is rarity. The models that were
not in circulation for long are the
most valuable. For example, the
Magic Saucer, made in the 1950s by
Luklif Plastics, has a characteristic
space ship shape that makes it

attractive to collectors. Its price can
exceed $50. Another model made
during the dawn of the space age was
the Sky Pie by Hall Mfg. of Los
Angeles. It sells for as much as $200.

Wham-o's short-lived Pluto Platter
is highly collectible because of the
diversity of the molds used to make
the disc. Some were made with the
Wham-o trademark engraved on top
once, and sell for about $50 each.
Others have three Wham-o marks
and are priced at $35 to $40. Still
others, made by American Trends in
a limited quantity, have no Wham-o
marking at all and command as
much as $200. Unavailibility of cer-
tain colors in the Pluto Platter line
has placed the value of a white
Wham-o Pluto Platter (of which only
two are known) at $400 by the collec-
tors who own them.

It is possible for a collector to
narrow his selection to include only
foreign-made discs, most of which
are available in a price range of $10
to $30. Spain manufactures an Aero

(Continued on page 31)

cs of '40s to today’s Frisbees.
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